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This book focuses on the unity, diversity, and centrality of the notion of
law as it is employed in Kant’s theoretical and practical philosophy. Eric
Watkins argues that, by thinking through a number of issues in various
historical, scientific, and philosophical contexts over several decades,
Kant is able to develop a univocal concept of law that can nonetheless
be applied to a wide range of particular cases, despite the diverse
demands that these contexts give rise to. In addition, Watkins shows
how Kant comes to view both the generic conception of law which he
develops and its different particular instances as crucial components of
his systematic philosophy as a whole. This volume’s new and unified
account of a major current running through Kant’s work will be import-
ant for scholars interested in numerous aspects of his philosophy, from
the theoretical and abstract to the practical and empirical.
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Preface

Many years ago, I had wanted to write a book titled Kant’s Metaphysical
Physics. It would have argued that one could not understand Kant’s
abstract metaphysical principles without appreciating his physics but also
that one could not understand Kant’s physics without a firm grasp of his
metaphysics. Though I still firmly believe both theses, it became clear
that such a book was in some sense impossible to write, at least for me.
The first chapter obviously could not be about Kant’s metaphysics,
because according to the very view I was arguing for, that presupposed
an understanding of his physics. But by reason of parity, it could not be
about his physics either. (Nor could it be about both at once, since that
was supposed to be the subject of the entire book, not its first chapter.) In
addition, executing this project according to proper scholarly standards
would have resulted in a book whose length would have exceeded what a
publisher would reasonably allow as well as what one could reasonably
expect a reader to digest.

Instead of undertaking an impossible task, I decided to pursue some-
thing akin to the well-established strategy of “divide and conquer”
(sometimes rendered somewhat less aggressively as “divide and rule”).
I thus decided to write Kant and the Metaphysics of Causality first, which
focused primarily on Kant’s views on causation in the Critique of Pure
Reason, though I drew heavily both on his pre-Critical works (especially
in light of the historical context of eighteenth-century Germany) and on
his views on physics so as to provide support and illustration for the
abstract model of causality I saw Kant developing. I then thought that
I would turn immediately to Kant’s physics by writing a book whose title
would be Kant’s Justification of Newtonian Science and whose main thesis
would be that Kant’s justification of his distinctive version of Newtonian
physics, as articulated most fully in the Metaphysical Foundations of Natu-
ral Science, depends in central ways on his metaphysics (especially on his
model of causality). Though I continue to accept this thesis, for various
reasons I ended up not writing that book either. For one, I thought that
I would need to provide a sustained interpretation of the entirety of the
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Metaphysical Foundations, a task that presented seemingly insurmount-
able obstacles at every turn. For another, I did not want to write another
big book right after completing the first one. So instead I focused on a
number of more manageable tasks (which we academics call “papers,”
“articles,” or “chapters”) on a number of seemingly different topics that
interested me, such as Kant’s views on teleology, the emergence of his
doctrine of autonomy, his rejection of Leibniz’s doctrine of complete
concepts, and his notion of a law of nature. At some point, it dawned on
me that even after giving myself a break from thinking in book-length
units, I still did not want to write the book I had originally envisioned,
though for a different reason. For I realized that what most interested me
about Kant’s views in the topics I was working on was his conception of
law, both in general and in the particular. Once I realized that, it was
clear that the book I ought to write should be titled Kant on Laws.

Writing Kant on Laws proved, however, to be more of a challenge than
I had anticipated. (Now that I stop to think about it, so did Kant and the
Metaphysics of Causality. Perhaps I should have learned something from
that first experience. At any rate, now I really know.) The main difficulty
was not strictly scholarly or philosophical, though I encountered plenty
of those kinds of difficulties along the way. Rather, it was that I had
already published articles on most of the topics that I wanted to cover in
the book, but I did not want to publish a “collected papers” volume,
since I did not believe that the original articles on their own would make
sufficiently clear the vision I had of Kant’s view. What’s more, I wanted
the whole to be more than the sum of its parts. Thus began the process
of “lightly revising” the previously published articles so that, if all went
well, they would fit together seamlessly. I suspect that in the process,
I have stretched the boundaries of what could reasonably count as “light
revision” well beyond what is permissible. In several cases, two articles
merged into a single chapter, and I also found it necessary on occasion to
add (or subtract) sections. And then there were the surprising twists and
turns on particular issues that one would naturally expect. Despite all of
this (or because of all of this), the vision that originally inspired this book
slowly took concrete form and one can see the results in the following
chapters. I hope that what I have written is of some use to readers who
have an interest in Kant’s philosophy, in the notion of law, or, for that
matter, in Kant’s notion of law.

x Preface
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Note on Texts, Translations,
and Abbreviations

Bibliographic information for all works other than Kant’s is supplied in
the notes to each chapter, with full bibliographic information provided
at the first occurrence in each chapter and a short title thereafter. Full
bibliographic information is also supplied in the Bibliography. Refer-
ences to Kant’s works are to the standard German edition: Kants gesam-
melte Schriften, ed. Deutsche [formerly Königlich Preussische] Akademie
der Wissenschaften, 29 vols. (Berlin: de Gruyter, 1900– ), and are cited
by volume: page number, except for the Critique of Pure Reason, which is
cited according to the pages of the first (A) and second (B) edition, as is
standard practice. I consistently refer to Kant’s Metaphysical Foundations
of Natural Science simply as Metaphysical Foundations. Similarly, I refer to
the Critique of Pure Reason as the first Critique and the Critique of the Power
of Judgment as the third Critique, as is customary in the literature. All
translations of passages from Kant’s own works are my own, though
I have consulted, and often followed, the Cambridge Edition of theWorks
of Immanuel Kant (by Cambridge University Press).

Otherwise, I have used the following titles, sometimes abbreviated, of
Kant’s writings:

Attempt to Introduce the Concept of Negative Magnitudes into
Philosophy

Concerning the Ultimate Ground of the Differentiation of Directions
in Space

“Continued Observations on the Earthquakes That Have Been
Experienced for Some Time”

“History and Natural Description of the Most Noteworthy
Occurrences of the Earthquake That Struck a Large Part of
the Earth at the End of the Year 1755”

Inaugural Dissertation
Jäsche Logik
Logik Dohna
Metaphysics Dohna
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Metaphysics Mrongovius
“On the Causes of Earthquakes”
The Only Possible Argument
Physical Monadology
Prolegomena
Refl
Thoughts on the True Estimation of Living Forces
Universal Natural History and Theory of the Heavens, or Essay on
the Constitution and Mechanical Origin of the Entire Universe,
Treated in Accordance with Newtonian Principles

Note on Texts, Translations, and Abbreviations xv
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