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The Jurisprudence of Style

In the contemporary domain of American legal thought, there is a

dominant conception in which lawyers and judges craft their argu-

mentative practice. More colloquially, this is called “thinking like a

lawyer.” Despite the widespread popularity of this conception, it is

rarely described in detail, much less given a name. Justin Desautels-

Stein tells the story of this curious absence in American Legal Thought,

and why that story matters. Drawing upon and updating the work of

Harvard Law School’s first generation of critical legal studies,

Desautels-Stein develops what he calls a jurisprudence of style. In doing

so, he uncovers the intellectual alliance, first emerging at the end of the

nineteenth century and maturing in the last third of the twentieth cen-

tury, between American pragmatism and liberal legal thought. Applying

the tools of legal structuralism and phenomenology to real-world cases

in areas of contemporary legal debate, this book develops a practice-

oriented understanding of legal thought.

Justin Desautels-Stein is Associate Professor of Law at the University of

Colorado Law School.
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Cambridge Historical Studies in American Law and Society

Recognizing legal history’s growing importance and influence, the goal of this series is
to chart legal history’s continuing development by publishing innovative scholarship
across the discipline’s broadening range of perspectives and subjects. It encourages
empirically creative works that take legal history into unexplored subject areas, or that
fundamentally revise our thinking about familiar topics; it also encourages method-
ologically innovative works that bring new disciplinary perspectives and techniques to
the historical analysis of legal subjects.
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