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What does it mean to be human? he Brontë novels and poetry 
are fascinated by what lies at the core – and limits – of the human. 
The  Brontës and the Idea of the Human presents a significant 
re- evaluation of how Charlotte, emily, and anne Brontë each 
responded to scientiic, legal, political, theological, literary, and cul-
tural concerns in ways that redraw the boundaries of the human for 
the nineteenth century. Proposing innovative modes of approach for 
the twenty-irst century, leading scholars shed light on the relation-
ship between the role of the imagination and new deinitions of the 
human subject. his important interdisciplinary study scrutinises 
the notion of the embodied human and moves beyond it to explore 
the force and potential of the mental and imaginative powers for 
constructions of selfhood, community, spirituality, degradation, cru-
elty, and ethical behaviour in the nineteenth century and its ictional 
worlds.

Alexandra Lewis is senior Lecturer in english Literature, and 
director of the Centre for the novel, at the university of aberdeen. 
she is editor of the norton Critical edition of Wuthering Heights, 
and has published extensively on the Brontës, memory and trauma, 
and nineteenth-century literature and psychology.
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nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich ields for inter-
disciplinary studies. since the turn of the twentieth century, scholars and critics 
have tracked the intersections and tensions between Victorian literature and the 
visual arts, politics, social organization, economic life, technical innovations, 
scientiic thought – in short, culture in its broadest sense. In recent years, theo-
retical challenges and historiographical shifts have unsettled the assumptions of 
previous scholarly synthesis and called into question the terms of older debates. 
Whereas the tendency in much past literary critical interpretation was to use the 
metaphor of culture as ‘background’, feminist, foucauldian, and other analy-
ses have employed more dynamic models that raise questions of power and of 
circulation. such developments have reanimated the ield. his series aims to 
accommodate and promote the most interesting work being undertaken on the 
frontiers of the ield of nineteenth-century literary studies: work which inter-
sects fruitfully with other ields of study such as history, or literary theory, or 
the history of science. Comparative as well as interdisciplinary approaches are 
welcomed.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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unless otherwise stated in the notes to a chapter, references to the 
Brontës’ novels are to the following oxford World’s Classics editions and 
the below abbreviations are used in parentheses where required for the 
sake of clarity.

Anne Brontë

AG Agnes Grey, robert Inglesield and hilda marsden, eds., with 
an introduction and additional notes by sally shuttleworth 
(2010)

T he Tenant of Wildfell Hall, herbert rosengarten, ed., with an 
introduction and additional notes by Josephine mcdonagh 
(2008)

Charlotte Brontë

JE Jane Eyre, margaret smith, ed., with an introduction and 
revised notes by sally shuttleworth (2008)

P he Professor, margaret smith and herbert rosengarten, eds., 
with an introduction by margaret smith (2008)

S Shirley, margaret smith and herbert rosengarten, eds., with 
an introduction and additional notes by Janet Gezari (2007)

V Villette, margaret smith and herbert rosengarten, eds., with 
an introduction and notes by Tim dolin (2008)

Emily Brontë

WH Wuthering Heights, Ian Jack, ed., with an introduction and 
additional notes by helen small (2009)
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