Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-15378-3 — The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement

Edited by Corey Dolgon , Tania D. Mitchell , Timothy K. Eatman
Frontmatter
More Information

The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and
Community Engagement

With contributions from leading experts across disciplinary fields, this
book explores best practices from the field’s most notable researchers,
as well as important historically based and politically focused chal-
lenges to a field whose impact has reached an important crossroads.
The comprehensive and powerfully critical analysis considers the his-
tory of community engagement and service learning, best teaching
practices and pedagogies, engagement across disciplines, and current
research and policies — and contemplates the future of the field. The
book not only will inform faculty, staff, and students on ways to
improve their work, but also will suggest a bigger social and political
focus for programs intended to seriously establish democracy and
social justice in their communities and campuses.

COREY DOLGON published numerous articles and a text on service
learning in sociology. His work The End of the Hamptons: Scenes from
the Class Struggle in America’s Paradise won the best book award from
the Association for Humanist Sociology and the American Sociological
Association, Marxist Section.

TANIA D. MITCHELL is an assistant professor of Higher Education in
the College of Education and Human Development at the University of
Minnesota. Her teaching and research focuses on service learning as a
critical pedagogy to explore civic identity, social justice, student learn-
ing and development, race and racism, and community practice.
Dr. Mitchell is a recipient of the Early Career Research Award from
the International Association for Research in Service-Learning and
Community Engagement (IARSLCE) and the American Fellowship
from the American Association of University Women.

TIMOTHY K. EATMAN holds a faculty appointment in the Higher
Education Department in the School of Education at Syracuse Univer-
sity and currently serves as Faculty Co-Director of Imagining America:
Artists and Scholars in Public Life (IA). He is co-author of Scholarship in

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107153783
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-15378-3 — The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement
Edited by Corey Dolgon , Tania D. Mitchell , Timothy K. Eatman

Frontmatter

More Information

Public: Knowledge Creation and Tenure Policy in the Engaged Univer-
sity, a seminal IA research report on faculty rewards and publicly
engaged scholarship. Professor Eatman was recently named the inaug-
ural dean of the Honors Living Learning Community (HLLC) at Rut-
gers University Newark.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107153783
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-15378-3 — The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement
Edited by Corey Dolgon , Tania D. Mitchell , Timothy K. Eatman

Frontmatter

More Information

The Cambridge Handbook of
Service Learning and Community
Engagement

Edited by

Corey Dolgon
Tania D. Mitchell
Timothy K. Eatman

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107153783
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-15378-3 — The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement
Edited by Corey Dolgon , Tania D. Mitchell , Timothy K. Eatman

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia
4843/24, 2nd Floor, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, Delhi — 110002, India
79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107153783
10.1017/9781316650011

© Cambridge University Press 2017

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2017
Printed in the United States of America by Sheridan Books, Inc.
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Dolgon, Corey, editor. | Mitchell, Tania D., 1974- editor. | Eatman, Timothy K.,
1968— editor.

Title: The Cambridge handbook of service learning and community engagement / edited by
Corey Dolgon, Tania D. Mitchell, Timothy K. Eatman.

Other titles: Handbook of service learning and community engagement

Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press,
2016. | Series: Cambridge handbooks in psychology | Includes bibliographical references
and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2016031805 | ISBN 9781107153783 (Hardback)

Subjects: LCSH: Service learning. | Community and school. | Community and college. |
BISAC: EDUCATION / History.

Classification: LCC LC220.5 .C556 2016 | DDC 361.3/7-dc23 LC record available at
https://lccn.loc.gov/2016031805

ISBN 978-1-107-15378-3 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107153783
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-15378-3 — The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement

Edited by Corey Dolgon , Tania D. Mitchell , Timothy K. Eatman
Frontmatter
More Information

Contents

List of Figures

List of Tables

List of Contributors

Preface: Education and Democracy.: Conversations on
Pedagogies for Change

COREY DOLGON, TANIA D. MITCHELL, AND TIMOTHY K.
EATMAN

Introduction: Founders, Framers, and Futures
TIMOTHY K. STANTON AND DWIGHT E. GILES, JR.

Part | Histories of Education and Engagement

Introduction to Part |
COREY DOLGON

1 Talking about Origins: Four Stories of Engagement
ELIZABETH L. HOLLANDER, MARK LAPPING,
R. EUGENE RICE, AND NADINNE CRUZ

2 Religion and Civic Engagement: In Pursuit of Transformation
DARBY RAY

3 Jane Addams, Feminist Pragmatism, and Service Learning
MARY JO DEEGAN

4 Historically Black Colleges and Universities: A History
of Community Engagement
KISHA DANIELS, KIANDA S. HICKS, AND
MIYA T. PLUMMER

5 Recovering a Forgotten Lineage of Democratic Engagement:
Agricultural and Extension Programs in the United States
SCOTT J. PETERS

page X
X1
xiii

xvil

13

15

20

42

51

64

71

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.or:


www.cambridge.org/9781107153783
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-15378-3 — The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement

Edited by Corey Dolgon , Tania D. Mitchell , Timothy K. Eatman
Frontmatter
More Information

vi CONTENTS

6 Labor Education and Workers' Colleges: Growing
a Pedagogy of Hope in the United States and Canada
COREY DOLGON AND REUBEN ROTH 81

7 Connecting Civil Rights and Community Engagement:
Intergenerational Dimensions of Resonating Movements
MATTHEW COUNTRYMAN AND TIMOTHY K. EATMAN 93

8 Ernest Boyer and the Rediscovery of Integration
THOMAS G. MCGOWAN 99

9 A Brief History of the Civic Engagement Movement in American
Higher Education
JOHN SALTMARSH AND MATTHEW HARTLEY 112

Part Il Best Practices and Pedagogies 125

Introduction to Part Il
ALAN BLOOMGARDEN 127

10 Service Learning Course Construction and Learning Outcomes:
Searching for the Soulfulness in Service Learning
PAMELA T. MOTOIKE 132

11 Catalyzing Ecologies of Transformative Community
Partnerships
ROMAND COLES 147

12 Community-Based Research
GEORGIA NIGRO 158

13 Critical Reflection and Civic Mindedness: Expanding
Conceptualizations and Practices
KRISTIN E. NORRIS, CHERYL K. SIEMERS,
PATTI H. CLAYTON, H. ANNE WEISS, AND
KATHLEEN E. EDWARDS 168

14 Delivering on the Promise of Civic Learning:
Toward More Meaningful and Intentional Assessment
ASHLEY FINLEY 183

15 Universidad Sin Fronteras: Transgressing Intellectual
Borders and Redefining Learning
RUBEN SOLIS GARCIA, CITA COOK, AND JENICE L. VIEW 193

16 Intercultural Competence as a Cornerstone for
Transformation in Service Learning
TOMMY J. VAN CLEAVE AND CHRIS CARTWRIGHT 204

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107153783
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-15378-3 — The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement

Edited by Corey Dolgon , Tania D. Mitchell , Timothy K. Eatman
Frontmatter
More Information

Contents vil

17 Conjugating Equity and Ethics in Relationships between
Community Organizations and Higher Education Institutions:
How the Arts Can Guide Us
CAROL BEBELLE 219

18 Adult Learners and Engagement: A Homecoming in
Higher Education
SUZANNE M. BUGLIONE 229

Part Il Engaged Teaching and Scholarship across Disciplines 239

Introduction to Part Il
JONATHAN WHITE 241

19 Going Public in the Humanities: Undoing Myths,
Facing Challenges
TYLER S. BRANSON AND SARAH R. ROBBINS 244

20 Knowing and Being Community Engaged in the
Social Sciences
AMANDA WITTMAN 256

21 Artistic Practice and Engaging the Public
KEVIN BOTT 269

22 Women's Studies and Community-Based Pedagogy
and Scholarship: An Interview with Catherine Orr
COREY DOLGON 283

23 Decolonizing Community Engagement:
Reimagining Service Learning through an Ethnic
Studies Lens
KATHLEEN S. YEP AND TANIA D. MITCHELL 294

24 Environmental Science, Environmental Studies,
Environmental Justice: Research and Service for Change:
An Interview with Glenn Johnson
COREY DOLGON 304

25 Critical Service Learning in College and University
Preprofessional Programs
ZANE WUBBENA AND TRAE STEWART 309

26 Global Service Learning: Definition, Theoretical Lineages, and
Application Efforts
ERIC HARTMAN AND RICHARD KIELY 321

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107153783
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-15378-3 — The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement
Edited by Corey Dolgon , Tania D. Mitchell , Timothy K. Eatman

Frontmatter
More Information

viil CONTENTS

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

Part IV Research, Teaching, Professions, and Policy

Introduction to Part IV
TIMOTHY K. EATMAN

The Legacy of the Michigan Journal
JEFFREY HOWARD

Campus-Community Research Centers: An Interview with
Jeffry A. Will
COREY DOLGON

Real Rewards: Publicly Engaged Scholarship,
Faculty Agency, and Institutional Aspirations

335

337

341

350

TIMOTHY K. EATMAN, NANCY CANTOR, AND PETER T. ENGLOT 359

The Professionalization of Community Engagement:
Associations and Professional Staff
LINA D. DOSTILIO

National, Regional, and Global Networks for University
Community Engagement
LORLENE HOYT AND AMY NEWCOMB ROWE

Academic Support Organizations: Allies and Advocates
for Community Engagement in Higher Education
AMY COHEN, ARIANE HOY, AND JULIE PLAUT

Publishing Engaged Scholarship and Engaging
Academic Publishers
EDWARD P. ST. JOHN

Empowering Local Voices for Community Economic
Development: An Interdisciplinary Public Scholarship
Approach

GLADSTONE HUTCHINSON AND UTE SCHUMACHER

370

385

396

404

416

Breakbeat Breakthroughs: Hip-Hop Problem Solving within the
Context of Community Engagement Nihilism and the Need for

llspacell
SHUAIB MEACHAM

Part V Critical Voices

Introduction to Part V
TANIA D. MITCHELL

The Fundamental Lesson: A Personal Reflection Essay
RANDY STOECKER

426

439

441

445

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.or:


www.cambridge.org/9781107153783
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-15378-3 — The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement

Edited by Corey Dolgon , Tania D. Mitchell , Timothy K. Eatman

Frontmatter
More Information

Contents

37

38

39

40

41

Ideal and Real in Service Learning: Transforming the
Ideal Based on the Real
TANIA D. MITCHELL AND DAVID M. DONAHUE

Engaging Neoliberal Community Engagement:
Research and Organizing with Immigrant Workers
STEPHEN PHILION

To Be or Not to Be Political: Engagement and Power
ARTHUR S. KEENE AND JOHN REIFF

Transformative Community Engagement: Democratic
Trend for the Future
JOSE Z. CALDERON

The Frayed Compact: American Democracy,
Higher Education, and the Movement for
Community Engagement

DAVID SCOBEY

Conclusion: The Devil at the Crossroads: Service Learning
and Community Engagement from Here on Out

COREY DOLGON, TIMOTHY K. EATMAN, AND

TANIA D. MITCHELL

Index

458

470

485

500

511

527

534

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.or:


www.cambridge.org/9781107153783
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-15378-3 — The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement

Edited by Corey Dolgon , Tania D. Mitchell , Timothy K. Eatman
Frontmatter
More Information

Figures
I.1 Origins of service learning page 4
14.1 Intercultural knowledge and competence VALUE rubric 187
16.1 Process model of intercultural competence 211
25.1 Experiential education continuum of service learning 313
IV.1 Levels of knowledge making and intersections among research, 338
teaching, policy, and professions
29.1 Examples of primary and secondary artifacts of publicly engaged 362
scholarship
34.1 Community-Oriented Design and Evaluation Process for Sustainable 420

Infrastructure and Development (CODE-PSID)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107153783
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-15378-3 — The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement

Edited by Corey Dolgon , Tania D. Mitchell , Timothy K. Eatman
Frontmatter
More Information

Tables

8.1 Comparison of civic and democratic engagement page 108
10.1 Definition of multicultural community builder 135
(California State University Monterey Bay)
10.2  Service learning outcomes for upper division service 136
learning courses (California State University Monterey Bay)
10.3 Sequence of service learning and social justice topics 138
30.1 CEP orientation clusters 379
31.1 Networks for university community engagement 386

xi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107153783
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-15378-3 — The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement

Edited by Corey Dolgon , Tania D. Mitchell , Timothy K. Eatman
Frontmatter
More Information

Contributors

CAROL BEBELLE, Ashé Arts and Cultural Center

ALAN BLOOMGARDEN, Mount Holyoke College

KEVIN BOTT, Wagner College

TYLER S. BRANSON, University of California, Santa Barbara
SUZANNE M. BUGLIONE, Bristol Community College

JOSE Z. CALDERON, Pitzer College

NANCY CANTOR, Rutgers University—Newark

CHRIS CARTWRIGHT, Intercultural Communication Institute
PATTI H. cLAYTON, PHC Ventures

AMY COHEN, George Washington University

ROMAND cOLES, Australian Catholic University

CITA cook, University of West Georgia

MATTHEW COUNTRYMAN, University of Michigan
NADINNE CRUZ, Independent Scholar and Social Justice Educator
KISHA DANIELS, North Carolina Central University

MARY JO DEEGAN, University of Nebraska—Lincoln

COREY DOLGON, Stonehill College

DAVID M. DONAHUE, University of San Francisco

LINA D. DOSTILIO, Duquesne University

TIMOTHY K. EATMAN, Syracuse University

KATHLEEN E. EDWARDS, University of North Carolina—Greensboro
PETER T. ENGLOT, Rutgers University

ASHLEY FINLEY, Dominican University of California

Xiii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.or:


www.cambridge.org/9781107153783
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-15378-3 — The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement

Edited by Corey Dolgon , Tania D. Mitchell , Timothy K. Eatman
Frontmatter
More Information

Xiv LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

DWIGHT E. GILES, JR., University of Massachusetts, Boston
MATTHEW HARTLEY, University of Pennsylvania

ERIC HARTMAN, Haverford College

KIANDA s. HICKS, North Carolina Central University
ELIZABETH L. HOLLANDER

JEFFREY HOWARD, DePaul University

ARIANE HOY, The Bonner Foundation

LORLENE HOYT, Tufts University

GLADSTONE HUTCHINSON, Lafayette College

ARTHUR S. KEENE, University of Massachusetts—Ambherst
RICHARD KIELY, Cornell University

MARK LAPPING, University of Southern Maine

THOMAS G. MCGOWAN, Rhodes College

SHUAIB MEACHAM, University of Northern Iowa

TANIA D. MITCHELL, University of Minnesota

PAMELA T. MOTOIKE, California State University Monterey Bay
GEORGIA NIGRO, Bates College

KRISTIN E. NORRIS, Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis
SCOTT J. PETERS, Cornell University

STEPHEN PHILION, St. Cloud State University

JULIE PLAUT, Minnesota Campus Compact

MAYA T. PLUMMER. North Carolina Central University

DARBY RAY, Bates College

JOHN REIFF, University of Massachusetts, Amherst

R. EUGENE RICE, American Association of Colleges and Universities
SARAH R. ROBBINS, Texas Christian University

REUBEN ROTH, Laurentian University

AMY NEWCOMB ROWE, Tufts University

JOHN SALTMARSH, University of Massachusetts, Boston

UTE SCHUMACHER, Lafayette College

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107153783
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-15378-3 — The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement

Edited by Corey Dolgon , Tania D. Mitchell , Timothy K. Eatman
Frontmatter
More Information

List of Contributors

XV

DAVID sCOBEY, University of Michigan

CHERYL K. SIEMERS, Kenai Peninsula College

RUBEN SOLIS GARCIA, Universidad Sin Fronteras

TIMOTHY K. STANTON, Stanford University

TRAE STEWART, College of Medicine, Texas A&M University
EDWARD P. ST. JOHN, University of Michigan

RANDY STOECKER, University of Wisconsin—Madison

TOMMY J. VAN CLEAVE, lona College

JENICE L. VIEW, George Mason University

H. ANNE WEISS, Indiana University — Purdue University Indianapolis
JONATHAN WHITE, Bentley University

AMANDA WITTMAN, Cornell University

ZANE WUBBENA, Texas State University

KATHLEEN S. YEP, Pitzer College

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107153783
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-15378-3 — The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement

Edited by Corey Dolgon , Tania D. Mitchell , Timothy K. Eatman
Frontmatter
More Information

Preface

Education and Democracy: Conversations on Pedagogies for Change

Corey Dolgon, Tania D. Mitchell, and
Timothy K. Eatman

Welcome to the Cambridge Handbook for Service Learning and Community
Engagement. This is not a typical handbook, though. While we offer what we
think are excellent chapters on best practices in service learning and community
engagement, this handbook also speaks to where we believe the field itself is and
where it needs to be. In this regard, we embrace service learning in its most
dynamic and evolving sense. We present an in-depth yet multiperspective
history of the field, an overview of the current academic and institutional
landscape, and some critical voices about where our future could and should
be. Even the reviews of “best practices” have authors and practitioners con-
sidering the future of engaged teaching, learning, research, and institutional
change.

We hope this handbook will be useful to a wide range of “interest groups”
involved in service learning and community engagement: from students, staff,
faculty, and administrators at all types of higher education institutions to
community-based nonprofit agency staff, local groups and faith leaders, organ-
izers and activists, unions, undocumented workers, refugees, neighborhood
residents, homeless people, and all of the individuals and constituencies whose
lives must be embraced and included if we are to seriously consider education as
the practice of democracy and freedom. But we also hope this book is helpful
for those who engage in these endeavors uncomfortably, apprehensively, and
critically, as well as those whose concerns have been so significant that they
avoid service learning and community engagement work altogether. While we
believe there are elements of engaged pedagogy and scholarship that have
proven influential and impactful for students, faculty, institutions of higher
education, and their community partners, this book is not about boosterism;
it’s about transformation. We hope this book promotes radical changes not
only in education but in our most fundamental institutions of social and civic
life — transformation that requires serious people undertaking significant delib-
eration and committing ourselves to substantive redistribution of resources and
power. We will need a more robust democracy to get there; we will never
achieve such a democracy without it.

Thus, we embrace the proliferation of service learning and community
engagement with a simultaneous sense of accomplishment and trepidation. As
we recognize the rapid growth of campus—community partnerships and the
institutionalization of engaged pedagogy and scholarship, we cannot ignore

Xvil
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the impact of monetizing student service hours (measuring impact by counting
hours and assigning a monetary value to those hours to claim total monetary
value of student service to the community); requiring outcome assessments that
inherently narrow the scope of project and partnership possibilities; and the
overall depoliticizing effects of career-based curriculum-, foundation-, and
endowment-focused goals and corporate hegemony and neoliberal ideologies
that, in their own ways, have transformed higher education, just not for the
better. As powerful movements for a radically informed social justice break out
around the country, we wonder if and how service learning and community
engagement scholars and practitioners have been able to incorporate student
strikes over racist campus cultures, divestment movements over climate change
and the occupation of Palestine, Occupy Wall Street, #BlackLivesMatter,
campus sexual assault, and the Sanctuary City movement. And we are forced
to note that with very few exceptions, the colleges and universities where we
work and sometimes live have been slow to act, if at all, to support the forces of
antiracism, economic equality, environmental justice, and global human rights.

We can and must do better.

From the University of Missouri to Garissa University in Kenya, from
Oregon’s Umpqua Community College to the cafeteria kitchens, classroom
buildings, and campus restrooms around the country, we are also reminded
that the distinction between campus life and “real” life is a distortion we can no
longer be complicit with. For too long the commodification of higher education
has created the student-consumer identity and turned faculty and staff into
college concierges while students get along with the more important part of
their degree completion — career training and development and job placement.
Our institutions of higher learning espouse diversity and inclusion but avoid
being antiracist or fighting against economic exploitation at all costs. Almost
twenty years after Barbara Ehrenreich (1997) accused Yale University of con-
tributing to the “bandit economy” of late capitalism — busting unions and
exploiting itinerant adjuncts and graduate students — most if not all colleges
wear their neoliberal, corporate connections as badges of honor. The irony of
simultaneously teaching humanities and promoting global suffering and
exploitation means little in a postironic world. Even the shame is gone.

Yet students are fighting back, taking seriously the idea that institutions of
higher education are places in and through which their voices and advocacy can
be heard. We see this in efforts to expose the horrors of police brutality, of
which the lives of Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown, Sandra Bland, Tamir Rice,
Philando Castile, and Tanisha Anderson (among many others) have become
emblematic, to fair-wage campaigns for custodial and maintenance staff and
divestment movements from the prison-industrial complex and fracking com-
panies: students are refusing to be coddled by community service and volunteer-
ism that smacks of feel-good activism or noblesse oblige. Can a more politically
astute and serious service learning and community engagement be bold enough
to embrace these trends and explore their impact on the everyday lives of

campuses and communities?
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Almost half a century ago, college campuses erupted in protests that linked
what once seemed like provincial student issues with both local community
conflicts and global anticolonial revolutions. At Columbia, antiwar activists
and Harlem antigentrification activists found common ground and common
efforts in their challenge to the racist military-industrial academic complex
represented by the institution’s trustees and administrators. And at historically
black colleges and universities (HBCUs) throughout the South, students broke
with white supremacist power structures and black bourgeois complicity to join
with local activists, create their own militant movements, and see commonality
with anticolonial revolutions in Africa, Latin America, and Southeast Asia. But
these and scores of other examples occurred because political actions came
within the context of political education: teach-ins, free schools, and a willing-
ness to find alternative spaces both on and off campus to connect local actions
with global revolutions.

In contrast to most work on service learning and community engagement,
this handbook embraces community-engaged practice as political education.
We, and our contributors, approach the topics in this volume with belief that
the pedagogical possibilities of community engagement allow us to “seize what
ought to be” — to work for significant and substantive change in the commu-
nities where we work and in the commitments we make to each other as we do.
The authors explore what it might mean for community engagement practition-
ers to fully embrace our commitment, to paraphrase Nadinne Cruz, to align our
intentions and actions in a move toward more just relationships. The chapters in
this volume will provide a necessary orientation to foundational literature in
service learning and community engagement that can inform practice, but also
challenge with innovation and opportunity that may move our work closer to
the transformative practice we know it can be. The handbook is divided into
five parts: Part I, Histories of Education and Engagement; Part II, Best Prac-
tices and Pedagogies; Part 111, Engaged Teaching and Scholarship across Dis-
ciplines; Part IV, Research, Teaching, Professions, and Policy; and Part V,
Critical Voices. Each part begins with an introduction that provides an over-
view of the contents. Readers might choose to read the volume through, explore
the sections most relevant to their particular inquiry, or approach the handbook
as a resource guide — finding the chapter that best meets your needs at that
moment. Our aim is to share a comprehensive guide of community-engaged
practice that you can return to time and again in considering the complex and
unique opportunities present in campus—community partnerships. The reflec-
tions, lessons, and challenges serve to push us toward a more just and inclusive
practice.

As we consider the “next wave” for service learning and civic engagement,
practitioners must be willing to take on the big questions of democracy and
political engagement. Researchers must be willing to put aside meaningless
indicators of meaningless variables and begin to consider how one might
measure the serious impacts necessary to make significant social change. And
students, faculty, administrators, and community partners must be prepared to
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transcend weak notions of reciprocity and pursue principled collaborations to
work against oppression in all of its manifestations. These are tall orders, but all
efforts to radically change society and seek what historian Robin D. G. Kelley
(2003) has called “freedom dreams” must inherently be so.
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