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The Discourses and Other Early
Political Writings

A comprehensive and authoritative anthology of Rousseau’s important

early political writings in faithful English translations. This volume

includes the Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts and the Discourse on

the Origin and the Foundations of Inequality Among Men – the so-called

First and Second Discourses – together with Rousseau’s extensive

Replies to critics of these Discourses; the Essay on the Origin of

Languages; the Letter to Voltaire on Providence; as well as several minor

but illuminating writings – the Discourse on Heroic Virtue and the essay

Idea of the Method in the Composition of a Book. In these as well as in his

later writings, Rousseau probes the very premises of modern thought.

His influence was wide-reaching from the very first, and it has continued

to grow since his death. The American and the French Revolutions were

profoundly affected by his thought, as were Romanticism and Idealism.

This new edition features up-to-date translations, an expanded

Introduction, and an extensive editorial apparatus designed to assist

students at every level to access these seminal texts.

v i cto r g ou r ev i tc h , the editor and translator, is the William Griffin

Professor of Philosophy (Emeritus) at Wesleyan University,

Connecticut.
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Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought is firmly estab-

lished as the major student series of texts in political theory. It aims to

make available all the most important texts in the history of political

thought, from ancient Greece to the twentieth century, from throughout

the world and from every political tradition. All the familiar classic texts

are included, but the series seeks at the same time to enlarge the con-

ventional canon through a global scope and by incorporating an extensive

range of less well-known works, many of them never before available in

a modern English edition, and to present the history of political thought

in a comparative, international context. Where possible, the texts are

published in complete and unabridged form, and translations are spe-

cially commissioned for the series. However, where appropriate, espe-

cially for non-western texts, abridged or tightly focused and thematic

collections are offered instead. Each volume contains a critical introduc-

tion together with chronologies, biographical sketches, a guide to further

reading, and any necessary glossaries and textual apparatus. Overall, the

series aims to provide the reader with an outline of the entire evolution of

international political thought.

For a list of titles published in the series, please see end of book
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Preface to the First Edition

I am grateful to the many colleagues and friends from whom

I have learned about Rousseau, or who have called my attention

to infelicities or occasional mistakes in the translations and in the

Editorial Notes, among them Steven Angle, Jon Barlow, Joshua

Cohen, Maurice Cranston, Lydia Goehr, Wolfgang Iser, Leon

Kass, Sam Kerstein, Ralph Leigh, Mark Lilla, John McCarthy,

Terence Marshall, Heinrich Meier, Donald J. Moon, Robert

D. Richardson Jr., Charles Sherover, Karlheinz Stierle, William

Trousdale, and Robert Wokler. Professor Raymond Geuss has

been unstinting in his advice regarding the content and the form

of the Introductions.

Annotating texts as varied and as rich in references of every

kind as these is a cumulative task. No single editor is so learned as

to pick up and identify every one of Rousseau’s sources and

allusions. All students of these rich and rewarding texts are in

debt to the learned editors who have come before us, and we can

only hope to repay a part of that debt by doing our share in helping

those who will come after us. After a time some references become

common property. I have named the sources and editions I have

consulted in acknowledgment of such general debts. In the cases

where I am aware of owing information to a particular editor, or an

accurate or felicitous rendering to a particular translator, I have

indicated that fact. In some cases I mention differences with

a given edition; it should be clear that by doing so, I also indicate

my esteem for that edition: it is the one worth taking seriously.

I have recorded specific help in making sense of a particular
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passage or in tracking down an obscure quotation in the corre-

sponding Editorial Note.

Several of the translations and of the critical apparatus accom-

panying them in this volume originally appeared in Jean-Jacques

Rousseau, The First and Second Discourses, together with the Replies

to Critics and Essay on the Origin of Languages, Harper & Row,

New York, 1986. All of them have been reviewed, and wherever

necessary revised.

I am indebted to Joy Johanessen, Revan Schendler, and Mark

Lilla for their care in going over some of the new translations.

Virginia Catmur has been the most vigilant and tactful copy-

editor, and I am most grateful to her for catching embarrassingly

many errors and correcting numerous infelicities.

I did some of the research for these volumes during a year’s

fellowship at the Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin. The Kolleg, its

Director, Professor Wolf Lepenies, and his staff have created

a uniquely congenial setting for productive scholarship.

I welcome this opportunity to thank them publicly.

I wish also to acknowledge research assistance from Wesleyan

University over a period of years.

I am most grateful to the reference staff of Wesleyan

University’s Olin Library, and especially to the late Steven

D. Lebergott, for their assistance.

I wish most particularly to thank Mary Kelly for her many

years of generous and patient help in transforming often untidy

manuscripts into legible texts.

I must thank The Pierpont Morgan Library, New York, for

permission to reproduce the frontispiece and title page from its

copy of the first edition of the First Discourse (PML 17482) and the

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library of Yale University

for permission to reproduce the frontispiece and the title page

from its copy of the first edition of the Second Discourse.

My greatest debt is to my wife, Jacqueline, who has again

sustained and inspired me far beyond anything I could hope

adequately to acknowledge.

I dedicate these volumes to the memory of my father.

Preface
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Preface to the Second Edition

I am grateful for this opportunity to revise and to correct these

translations, and to bring the Introductions and editorial material

up to date.

I welcome the opportunity publicly to thank David Gillespie,

Lydia Goehr, Philip Hamburger, Christopher Kelly, Jonathan

Marks, Steven Ossad, Joseph Raz, Amélie Rorty, J.R.

Schneewind and Richard Velkley for helpful comments and

suggestions, and for enlightening discussions of these texts and

of many of the issues they raise.

I am indebted to Joanna North for copy-editing large sections

of these revised translations, andmost grateful to Georgia Cool for

her scrupulous copy-editing of both volumes in their entirety.

Elizabeth Friend-Smith and Rosemary Crawley of the Cambridge

University Press were assigned to supervise this project from

beginning to end.

Sarah Chalfant of the Wylie Agency has been a steadfast, wise

guide and counselor throughout.

Victor Gourevitch

2018
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