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HUMAN I T Y A T S E A

This interdisciplinary study engages law, history, and political theory in
a first attempt to crystallize the lessons the global “refugee crisis” can teach
us about the nature of international law. It connects the dots between the
actions of Jewish migrants to Palestine after World War II, Vietnamese
“boat people,” Haitian refugees seeking to reach Florida, Middle Eastern
migrants and refugees bound for Australia, and Syrian refugees currently
crossing the Mediterranean, and then legal responses by states and
international organizations to these movements. Through its account of
maritime migration, the book proposes a theory of human rights modeled
around an encounter between individuals in which one of the parties is at
great risk. It weaves together primary sources, insights from the work of
twentieth-century thinkers such as Hannah Arendt and Emmanuel
Levinas, and other legal materials to form a rich account of an issue of
increasing global concern.

itamar mann is a member of the Faculty of Law at the University of
Haifa, Israel. Before moving to Haifa, he was a research fellow at
Georgetown University Law Center, and completed his dissertation at
Yale Law School. He has published in the areas of human rights, refugee
and migration law, political theory, and international criminal law.
In 2009–2010, he held a Bernstein Fellowship during which he reported
for Human Rights Watch from Greece and Turkey.
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Established in 1946, this series produces high-quality, reflective, and
innovative scholarship in the field of public international law.
It publishes works on international law that are of a theoretical, historical,
cross-disciplinary, or doctrinal nature. The series also welcomes books
providing insights into private international law, comparative law, and
transnational studies which inform international legal thought and prac-
tice more generally.
The series seeks to publish views from diverse legal traditions and

perspectives, and of any geographical origin. In this respect it invites
studies offering regional perspectives on core problématiques of interna-
tional law, and in the same vein, it appreciates contrasts and debates
between diverging approaches. Accordingly, books offering new or less
orthodox perspectives are very much welcome. Works of a generalist
character are greatly valued and the series is also open to studies on
specific areas, institutions, or problems. Translations of the most out-
standing works published in other languages are also considered.
After 70 years, Cambridge Studies in International and Comparative

Law remains the standard-setter for international legal scholarship and
will continue to define the discipline as it evolves in the years to come.

General Editors

Larissa van den Herik
Professor of Public International Law, Law School Leiden University

Jean D’Aspremont
Professor of Public International Law, Manchester International Law

Centre, University of Manchester

A list of books in the series can be found at the end of this volume.

www.cambridge.org/9781107148765
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-14876-5 — Humanity at Sea
Itamar Mann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

HUMAN I T Y A T S E A

Maritime Migration and the Foundations
of International Law

I T AMAR MANN

University of Haifa Faculty of Law, Israel

www.cambridge.org/9781107148765
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-14876-5 — Humanity at Sea
Itamar Mann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

32 Avenue of the Americas, New York NY 10013

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107148765

© Itamar Mann 2016

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2016

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Mann, Itamar, author.

Humanity at sea : maritime migration and the foundations of international
law / Itamar Mann, Georgetown University School of Law.

New York NY : Cambridge University Press, 2016. | Series: Cambridge studies in
international and comparative law | Includes bibliographical references and index.
LCCN 2016026283 (print) | LCCN 2016026603 (ebook) | ISBN 9781107148765
LCSH: Refugees – Legal status, laws, etc. | Boat people – Legal status, laws, etc. |

International law and human rights.
LCC KZ6530 .M326 2016 (print) | LCC KZ6530 (ebook) | DDC 341.4/86–dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016026283

ISBN 978-1-107-14876-5 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781107148765
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-14876-5 — Humanity at Sea
Itamar Mann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

In loving memory of my grandfather, Kurt Kanowitz
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[...] it is easier for the world to express concern and outrage for
the unknown refugee who drowns, or otherwise perishes, for he
makes no demand on any nation. It is far more difficult to be

reconciled to resolving the problems of those who live.
– Kurt Waldheim, United Nations Secretary General (1979)
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