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Although Chinese society bid farewell to the revolution in the 1990s, its
legacy in a new historical moment still needs to be reviewed. In the twen-
tieth century the Chinese revolution has been studied through its ideo-
logical sources, its political policies, its party leaders, its relations with
intellectuals, and its mass mobilization; however, the most significant part
of the revolution was its social and legal practices in localities, which has
not received enough academic attention. It was from these practices that
the revolution developed an effective way of governance and created a
set of discourse to speak its own experience. Studying revolutionary legal
practice offers a way of looking into the Chinese experience in a particu-
lar locality. As the book shows, communism as well as a large amount of
new terminology imported from the West (some via Japan) were preva-
lent in twentieth-century society and intellectual circles. However, it was
local practices that digested these neologies, and then new terms such as
zizhu (self-determination), which contained local experience described
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also on this trip that I learned about the Revolutionary High Court files
in the Shaanxi Provincial Archives, and that they were open to the public.
This interview and the discovery of this collection of legal documents
thus formed a solid foundation for this research project and eventual
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Map 1 The location of the Shaan-Gan-Ning Border Region, 1937-1947
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Map 2 Map of Shaan-Gan-Ning Border Region and the division of
subregions, 1944
Source: Fiefang ribao, July 23, 1944
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