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UNTIED KINGDOM

How did Britain cease to be global? In Untied Kingdom, Stuart Ward

tells the panoramic history of the end of Britain, tracing the ways in

which Britishness has been imagined, experienced, disputed and

ultimately discarded across the globe since the end of the Second

World War. From Indian independence, West Indian immigration

and African decolonization to the Suez Crisis and the Falklands War,

he uncovers the demise of Britishness as a global civic idea and its

impact on communities around the world. He also shows the

consequences of this diminished ‘global reach’ in Britain itself, from

the Troubles in Northern Ireland to resurgent Englishness and the

startling success of separatist political agendas in Scotland and Wales.

Untied Kingdom puts the contemporary travails of the Union for the

first time in their full global perspective as part of the much larger

story of the progressive rollback of Britain’s imaginative frontiers.

Stuart Ward is a historian of modern Britain and the British empire at

the Saxo Institute, University of Copenhagen. Originally from

Australia, his career has spanned appointments in Italy, the UK,

Ireland and Denmark, including visiting fellowships at the Australian

National University, the University of Exeter and the University of

Greenland. His previous publications include The Unknown Nation

(2010), shortlisted for the Australian Prime Minister’s History Prize.

He was awarded the Royal Historical Society’s Scottish History Prize

(2014) for his work on the SNP at empire’s end.

www.cambridge.org/9781107145993
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-14599-3 — Untied Kingdom
Stuart Ward
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

UNTIED KINGDOM

A Global History of the End of Britain

Stuart Ward

www.cambridge.org/9781107145993
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-14599-3 — Untied Kingdom
Stuart Ward
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107145993

DOI: 10.1017/9781316536322

© Stuart Ward 2023

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2023

Printed in the United Kingdom by TJ Books Limited, Padstow Cornwall

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-107-14599-3 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781107145993
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-14599-3 — Untied Kingdom
Stuart Ward
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

List of Figures page vi

Introduction 1

PART I: PROLOGUE

1 Offshore Formations: The Unbearable Bandwidth of Being British 21

2 The Limits of Location: Greater Britain 46

3 ‘British with a Small “b”’: The Impress of Internationalism 72

PART II: REGISTERS

4 ‘We Mustn’t Use the Word “Empire”’: The British Name 103

5 Homes Away from Home: The Houses of Windsor 129

6 Imperial Welcome: The British Subject 159

7 The Wind Changes: Human Rights after Smuts 194

8 Pride in the Goods: The Moral Economy of the Common Market 227

9 Uncommon Law: The Reach of British Justice 256

PART III: REPERCUSSIONS

10 East and West of Suez: Receding Frontiers 293

11 Backing Little Britain: Distempers 323

12 The Last Refuge: Coming Home to England 351

13 ‘British We Are and British We Stay’: Troubles 380

14 ‘Stop the World’: Celtic Departures 413

15 ‘Cosmologies of Our Own’: After Britain 447

Conclusion 480

Acknowledgements 490

Notes 495

Select Bibliography 624

Index 674

v

www.cambridge.org/9781107145993
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-14599-3 — Untied Kingdom
Stuart Ward
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Figures

1.1 A young Charles Dilke. page 40

2.1 The passengers of the Komagata Maru alongside

Gurdit Singh and his son Balwant, Vancouver,

23 May 1914.

47

2.2 The Komagata Maru on Vancouver’s Burrard Inlet,

flanked by the Canadian naval cruiser HMCS

Rainbow and assorted pleasure craft.

53

2.3 Conservative and Unionist Party Leader Andrew

Bonar Law with Ulster Unionist Leader and

founder of the paramilitary Ulster Volunteer

Force Edward Carson, London, 1 August 1915.

58

3.1 The Prince of Wales exhibit at the British Empire

Exhibition, Wembley Park.

88

3.2 Deskaheh in Geneva, 1923. 94

3.3 Refugees from the evacuation of British Malaya

at Ipoh Station in Perak, en route to Singapore,

February 1942.

98

4.1 Commonwealth prime ministers assembled for the

imperial conference, 21 April 1949.

118

5.1 Princess Elizabeth broadcasts to a global audience

on the occasion of her 21st birthday,

21 April 1947.

130

5.2 Sagana Lodge, the Kenyan Colonial Government’s

wedding gift to the royal couple in 1947.

134

5.3 Princess Elizabeth takes possession of her Kenyan

home on Sunday 3 February 1952.

141

5.4 The Duke of Edinburgh celebrates Kenyan

independence with Jomo Kenyatta,

December 1963.

157

6.1 The original Imperial Hotel on Great Russell

Street in its interwar heyday.

160

vi

www.cambridge.org/9781107145993
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-14599-3 — Untied Kingdom
Stuart Ward
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

6.2 David Low satirized Learie Constantine’s racial

rebuff at the Imperial Hotel in the Evening

Standard, 7 September 1943.

162

6.3 Learie Constantine on the eve of the Second

World War, 10 May 1939.

171

6.4 Jamaica’s Chief Minister Norman Manley

at Notting Hill, September 1958.

182

7.1 The famous montage of the defendants in South

Africa’s Treason Trial, December 1956.

215

7.2 Members of the Black Sash mount a vigil outside

the South African Parliament in Cape Town,

1955.

218

8.1 Protesters in London object to EEC restrictions

on importing sugar cane from the

Commonwealth, 28 March 1973.

250

9.1 The Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole at a press

conference in Salisbury in Southern Rhodesia,

12 August 1963.

260

9.2 The only known image of James Dhlamini

and Victor Mlambo shortly after their capture by

Rhodesian police in July 1964.

264

9.3 Police struggling with demonstrators protesting

against the execution of James Dhlamini and

Victor Mlambo, 3 March 1968.

282

9.4 Rhodesia’s ‘Officer Administering the

Government’, Clifford Dupont, and Rhodesian

Front prime minister Ian Smith,

8 December 1969.

287

10.1 The Egyptian president, Gamal Abdel Nasser,

announcing the nationalization of the Suez

Canal, 26 July 1956.

304

10.2a and 10.2b (a) An Arab boy surveys the ruins of a Port

Said street as a British tank approaches; (b)

displaced Egyptian civilians walking through the

rubble of bombed streets, November 1956.

306

10.3 Patrons at a pub in Wandsworth gather to watch

Prime Minister Anthony Eden’s television

broadcast on the Suez Canal situation,

10 August 1956.

311

LIST OF FIGURES

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781107145993
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-14599-3 — Untied Kingdom
Stuart Ward
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

10.4 Spy novelist Ian Fleming in February 1964

on the beach at his Jamaica home ‘Goldeneye’.

319

11.1 The Surbiton Five unveiling their ‘I’m Backing

Britain’ banner, January 1968.

324

11.2 ‘I’m Backing Britain’ bunting spills onto Carnaby

Street, London, 10 February 1968.

345

12.1 Chancellor of the Exchequer James Callaghan

leaves Downing Street for the House of

Commons, 19 November 1967.

364

12.2 Kenyan Asians at Nairobi Airport, 26

February 1968.

366

13.1 British troops arrive at Derry’s Bogside,

1 August 1969.

385

13.2 Independent Unity MP for Mid-Ulster Bernadette

Devlin in Derry during the Battle of the

Bogside.

390

13.3 Founder of the Protestant Unionist Party

(and later Democratic Unionist Party), Ian

Paisley, London, 1967.

395

13.4 Residents of the Falkland Islands voice their

support for remaining British outside the

Anglican Cathedral, Port Stanley,

1 January 1968.

406

13.5 Leader of the Ulster Vanguard, William Craig,

20 May 1972.

408

14.1 Newly elected Scottish National Party MP,

Winnie Ewing, arrives at the House of Commons

accompanied by Plaid Cymru Leader and MP

for Carmarthen, Gwynfor Evans,

16 November 1967.

415

14.2 Winnie Ewing’s Hamilton by-election campaign,

Sunday 8 October 1967.

424

14.3 The investiture of Prince Charles, Caernarvon

Castle, 1 July 1969.

432

15.1 Engraving by Gustave Dor from London: A

Pilgrimage, by Gustave Dor and Blanchard

Jerrold, 1872.

448

LIST OF FIGURES

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781107145993
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-14599-3 — Untied Kingdom
Stuart Ward
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

15.2 The Canadian prime minister, Lester B. Pearson,

defends his preferred design for a newCanadian

flag in a 1964 cartoon ‘The Rockslide’ by Al

Beaton in the Toronto Telegram, 4 May 1964.

461

LIST OF FIGURES

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781107145993
www.cambridge.org

