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Preface and acknowledgements
to the third edition

A major revision of our text book was required after the third wave of democ-
racy slowed down in the 2000s and the financial crises hit many countries in
the same decade. The result is this third edition, in which the text has been
extensively revised and updated, based in large part on the comments and
suggestions of anonymous readers contacted by Cambridge University Press.
We could not follow all their suggestions but have acted on most of them,
resulting in a great many changes to the book, including a new chapter on
public policy and a completely revised chapter on the recent development
of democratic states in the world. Joshaa Fischer, Soren Goétz and Nicolas
Toth-Feher at the University of Mannheim checked many of the entries and
provided updated information. In particular, we are very grateful to Claire
Dekker for carefully copy editing the whole manuscript.

The three editions of this book are the result of our discussions and con-
tacts with many people at various places in the last ten to fifteen years. Ken
Newton would also like to thank colleagues at the University of Southampton,
who provided friendship and intellectual stimulation. Jan van Deth would like
to thank his collaborators at the University of Mannheim and the Mannheim
Zentrum fiir Europdische Sozialforschung (MZES) for similar friendship and
intellectual stimulation. Both of us thank a number of colleagues for their
willingness to share their knowledge and experience and provide us with
many insights: Matthijs Boogaards, Tom Cusack, Jan Delhey, Wolf-Dieter
Eberwein, Benjamin Engst, Dieter Fuchs, Rick Hofferbert, Ron Inglehart, Jana
Jughard, Max Kaase, Henk van der Kolk, Hans-Dieter Klingemann, Fritz and
Mocha Metzeler, Wolfgang Miiller, Christiane Neumann, Marion Obermaier
and Edeltraud Roller. Sadly, many of our most brilliant theories and insights
were shot down in flames in these discussions, by colleagues who based their
criticism on no more than acute intelligence, hard information, a thorough
knowledge of the subject and a sharp eye for a weak argument.

As political scientists, not politicians, we cannot blame any faults and errors
in this third edition on anybody but ourselves, least of all those named above.

Ken Newton and Jan W. van Deth
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ILO International Labour Organization

IMF International Monetary Fund

10C International Olympic Committee

IOM International Organization for Migration

XXiv

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics

3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

IPU
IT

MCW
MITI
MMD
MMP
MNC
MWC
NAFTA
NASA
NATO
NGO
OAU
OECD

OFCOM
OPEC
OSCE
PAC
PPP

PR
R&D

SB

SES
SMSP
SNTV
STV

TI

TNC
UK

UN
UNHCR
UNITAR
USA
USSR
WDIs
WEU
WHO

List of abbreviations and acronyms

Inter-Parliamentary Union

information technology

joint venture

minimum connected winning (coalition)

Ministry of International Trade and Industry (Japan)
multi-member districts

mixed-member proportional voting system
multinational corporation

minimum winning coalition

North American Free Trade Association

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (USA)
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
non-governmental organisation

Organization of African Unity

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development

Office of Communications (UK)

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
Political Action Committee (USA)
purchasing-power parity

proportional representation

Research and Development

second ballot (voting system)

socio-economic status

single member, simple plurality voting system
single non-transferable vote

single transferable vote

Transparency International

transnational Corporation

United Kingdom

United Nations

(Office of the) UN High Commissioner for Refugees
UN Institute for Training and Research

United States

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (Soviet Union)
World Development Indicators

Western European Union

World Health Organization

World Trade Organization
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How to use this book

This book has many special features to help you work your way through the
chapters efficiently and effectively and to understand them. This section
shows you what these features are and how they help you work through the
material in each chapter.

e Each chapter contains an introduction with a brief account of the topics it
covers, so that you know what to expect.

¢ The last part of each chapter presents the main theoretical approaches of
the topic.

¢ Each chapter ends with a summary of its main findings and what we have
learned from using the comparative approach to government and politics.

e ‘Keyterm’ entries. When a new concept is introduced it is picked out in bold
letters in the text and defined in brief and simple terms in the margin. All
the key terms are then brought together in the ‘Glossary of key terms’ at the
end of the book. This makes it easy to refresh your memory about concepts.

e ‘Controversy boxes’ provide you with an overview of the most contentious
topics in comparative government and politics.

The end material of the chapters also includes:

e Two or three small projects that you can use to test your understanding
and consolidate your learning.
e A short list of further reading and details of useful websites.

The Introduction that follows spells out the main themes that run through-
out the book. It tells you what to keep in mind and look out for as you work
your way through the chapters. Finally, at the end of the book we have added
a Postscript on the main methodological questions in comparative politics.

Extensive online resources, including all the material listed above, are
available on the book’s website. You can search this material for yourself at
www.cambridge.org/newton.

For students additional material includes an updated reading list, websites
and advanced further reading. Multiple-choice questions allow students to
test their understanding of each chapter.

For instructors, all figures and tables from the book are available along with
lecture slides. Additional student questioning includes exam and essay questions.
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