
Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Foundations of Comparative Politics

The new edition of this leading overview of comparative politics once 
again blends theory and evidence across democratic systems to pro-
vide unparalleled coverage. The student-friendly structure and clear, 
concise writing ensure that complex issues are clearly explained and 
students engage with the key theories. The third edition is updated 
throughout, with a new chapter, ‘Public spending and public poli-
cies’, increased coverage of defective democracies, and revised cov-
erage of e-democracy and the power of the media. The pedagogy is 
simplified, with a focus on ‘Briefings’ and ‘Controversies’ that feature 
examples from across the globe, alongside clear key terms, ‘What we 
have learned’and ‘Lessons of comparison’ sections, and a wealth of 
online materials to complete a rich teaching and learning package.

KenneTh neWTon is emeritus Professor of Comparative Politics at 
the University of Southampton.

Jan W. van DeTh is Professor of Political Science and International 
Comparative Social Research at the University of Mannheim.

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

CaMBRIDGe TeXTBooKS In CoMPaRaTIve PoLITICS

Series Editors

Jan W. van Deth, Universität Mannheim, Germany

Kenneth newton, University of Southampton, United Kingdom

Comparative research is central to the study of politics. This series 
offers accessible but sophisticated materials for students of compara-
tive politics at the introductory level and beyond. It comprises an 
authoritative introductory textbook, Foundations of Comparative Politics, 
accompanied by volumes devoted to the politics of individual coun-
tries, and an introduction to methodology in comparative politics. 
The books share a common structure and approach, allowing teachers 
to choose combinations of volumes to suit their particular course. 
The volumes are also suitable for use independently of one another. 
attractively designed and accessibly written, this series provides an 
up-to-date and flexible teaching resource.

Other books in this series

RIChaRD GUnTheR & JoSe RaMo n MonTeRo

The Politics of Spain

JaMeS L. neWeLL

The Politics of Italy

heRMan LeLIeveLDT & SeBaSTIaan PRInCen

The Politics of the European Union, 2nd edn

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Foundations of 
Comparative Politics
Democracies of the Modern World

ThIRD eDITIon

KenneTh neWTon and Jan W. van DeTh

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107131835

© Kenneth newton and Jan W. van Deth 2016

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception  
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,  
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written  
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2005
Second edition 2010
Third edition 2016

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
newton, Kenneth, 1940– author. | Deth, Jan W. van, author.
Foundations of comparative politics / Kenneth newton and Jan W. van
Deth.

University Press, 2016. | Series: Cambridge textbooks in comparative
politics | Includes bibliographical references and index.
LCCn 2016003479 | ISBn 9781107131835 (hardback)
LCSh: Democracy. | Comparative government. | Representative
government and representation.
LCC JC423 .n484 2016 | DDC 320.3–dc23 
LC record available at http://lccn.loc.gov/2016003479

ISBn 978-1-107-13183-5 hardback
ISBn 978-1-107-58285-9 Paperback

additional resources for this publication at www.cambridge.org/newton3

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of 
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication, 
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, 
accurate or appropriate.

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

4843/24, 2nd Floor, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, Delhi – 110002, India

79 Anson Road, #06–04/06, Singapore 079906

Printed in the United Kingdom by Bell and Bain Ltd, Glasgow

3rd pri ting 2017n

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

This book is dedicated to Konstanza and Joke

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

vii

Contents

List of briefings page xvii

List of controversies xix

List of figures xx

List of tables xxi

Preface and acknowledgements to the third edition xxiii

List of abbreviations and acronyms xxiv

How to use this book xxvii

Introduction 1
Why comparative politics? 1

Understanding our own country 2
Understanding other countries 2
Constructing valid generalisations 2

The strengths and weakness of cross-national  
comparative political science 4
The problems of cross-national comparative research 5

It cannot answer questions of values 6
It lacks evidence 6
It deals in probabilities not certainties or laws 6
It suffers from the flaw that what is important is  
often difficult to compare and that what can be measured  
and compared may not be worth studying 7
It neglects that every country in the world is unique  
so comparisons are impossible 8

The themes that run through the book – what to watch for 9
The importance of institutions 9
history matters 10
The social and economic basis of politics 10
Politics matters 10
From a mass of detail to general types 10
There are many ways of achieving the same  
democratic goals 11

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

viii

PART I

The state: origins and development 13

 1 The development of the modern state 15
What is a state? 16
Territory, people, sovereignty 20
The rise of the modern state 23

historical origins and development 24
State formation and nation building 25
Catalysts: war and capitalism 27
Growth after 1945 29
Failed states 30

State theories 30
Constitutional approaches 31
ethical and moral approaches 31
Conflict approaches 32
Pluralist approaches 32
other theories 32

What have we learned? 33
Lessons of comparison 33
Projects 34
Further reading 34
Websites 34

 2 States and democracy 36
Why study states in a globalised world? 37
The modern state and democracy 41

Citizens’ rights 41
elections and parliamentary accountability 42

Measuring and comparing democracies 44
Redistribution and the active state 50
Theories of state and society 51

State supremacy 52
State dependency 52
Interdependency 53
Separation and autonomy 54

What have we learned? 54
Lessons of comparison 55
Projects 55
Further reading 56
Websites 56

 3 Democratic change and persistence 57
Transitions to democracy 58
The limits of democratisation 63
embedded, partial and defective democracies 64

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

ix

Theories of democratic change 68
What have we learned? 69
Lessons of comparison 70
Projects 71
Further reading 71
Websites 72

PART II

The polity: structures and institutions 73

 4 Constitutions 75
What a constitution is, and why we have them 76
The separation of powers 79

executives 80
Legislatures 81
Judiciaries 84

Unitary and federal states 86
The limits of constitutionalism 86
Constitutional and institutional theories 87

The ‘old constitutionalism’ 87
The ‘new constitutionalism’ 88
The ‘new institutionalism’ 89
The mobilisation of bias 89
Institutional influence, rules and inertia 90
Marxist structural theory 90
Governance 91

What have we learned? 91
Lessons of comparison 92
Projects 92
Further reading 93
Websites 93

 5 Presidential and parliamentary government 94
Presidential systems 95
Parliamentary systems 97
Semi-presidential systems 100
Presidential, parliamentary and semi-presidential  
systems compared 101
Theories of parliamentary, presidential and  
semi-presidential government 103
What have we learned? 105
Lessons of comparison 106
Projects 106
Further reading 106
Websites 107

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

x

 6  Multi-level government: international,  
national and sub-national 108
Supra-national and international government 110

Confederations 110
The european Union: federation or confederation? 111

The national level: federal and unitary states 112
Geographically large countries 115
Countries with markedly different geographical regions 115
Unitary states 118

Unitary, federal and confederal government compared 120
Local government 120
Central–local political conflict 123
Democracy, size and efficiency 124
Restructuring local government 127

The interplay of multi-level government: the case of  
the eU 128
The arguments for and against centralisation and  
decentralisation 129
Theories of multi-level government 130

Philosophical and political theories: Mill and Tocqueville 130
Pluralist theories 131
economic theories 131
Centre–periphery relations 133

What have we learned? 134
Lessons of comparison 135
Projects 135
Further reading 135
Websites 136

 7  Policy making and legislating: executives  
and legislatures 137
Making laws: executives and legislatures 138

The rise of executives 140
Increasing power of executives? 142

The functions of legislatures 144
Representation of public opinion 144
Legitimation 145
Law making 145
Scrutiny of the executive and the administration 147
Legislative committees 148

Theories of democratic institutions: consensus  
and majoritarian systems 150

Majoritarian democracy, or the ‘Westminster model’ 150
Consensus democracy 151

What have we learned? 153

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

xi

Lessons of comparison 153
Projects 154
Further reading 154
Websites 154

 8 Implementation: the public bureaucracy 155
The organisation of the state bureaucracy 156
Policy making and administration 160
The dictatorship of the official? 161

The power of the permanent official 161
Mechanisms of control 162

The new Public Management: reinventing government 163
Privatisation and market efficiency 164
empowerment 164

Theories of public bureaucracy 166
The rational-legal ideal-type 167
Clientelism 168
Rational choice and the new Public Management 168

What have we learned? 170
Lessons of comparison 170
Projects 171
Further reading 171
Websites 172

PART III

Citizens, elites and interest mediation 173

 9 Political attitudes and behaviour 175
Political attitudes 176

Political interests and identity 176
Political culture 177
The civic culture 180
Materialism and post-materialism 182
Subcultures and elite cultures 184
Political cleavages 185
Different cleavage lines 186

Political behaviour 188
Modes of political behaviour 189
Conventional and unconventional political behaviour 191
Internet participation 192
Patterns of political behaviour 192

The ‘civic voluntarism model’ of political participation 196
Theories of political attitudes and behaviour 199

Marxist and class theory 199
Rational-choice theory 200
Social and psychological theories 202

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

xii

What have we learned? 202
Lessons of comparison 203
Projects 203
Further reading 203
Websites 204

 10 Pressure groups and social movements 205
Political connections 206

voluntary organisations and pressure groups 206
Pressure groups and political parties 210
Social movements 210

Pressure groups and social movements in action 212
Groups and issues 213
The nature of government 214

Determinants of power 217
Group features 218
The political environment 219

Corporatism, para-government and tri-partism/ 
pluralism 220

Corporatism 220
Para-government 221
Tri-partism/pluralism 222

International nGos 223
Groups, pressure groups and democracy 223
Theories of voluntary organisations 226

Pluralism 226
Marxist/elitist theory 227
Social capital and civil society theory 228

What have we learned? 230
Lessons of comparison 230
Projects 231
Further reading 231
Websites 232

 11 The mass media 233
The media in theory and practice 234
Regulating the media 235

The public service model 235
The market model 237

ownership and control 241
Cultural imperialism and soft power 242
The new pluralism 243
Theories of the mass media 244
What have we learned? 247
Lessons of comparison 248

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

xiii

Projects 249
Further reading 249
Websites 250

 12 Voters and elections 251
elections 252

Democratic elections 252
voting systems 252
election turnout 256
Party voting 260

economic voting and stratification 260
Religious voting 262
other voting patterns 263
new party voting patterns 263
Tradition and change in Mexico 265

Theories of voting 266
Sociological approaches: the Columbia school 267
Psychological approaches: the Michigan school 268
Rational choice 269

What have we learned? 270
Lessons of comparison 271
Projects 271
Further reading 271
Websites 272

 13 Party government 273
Party organisation 274
new parties and movements 276
Party systems and party families 277

Party families 278
Party systems 280
one-party and coalition government 281

Coalition government 283
Coalitions and government effectiveness 285
Parties and democracy 286
Theories of parties 288

The ‘iron law of oligarchy’ 288
Duverger’s law 289
Majoritarian and consensus government revisited 291

What have we learned? 293
Lessons of comparison 293
Projects 294
Further reading 294
Websites 294

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

xiv

PART IV

Policies and performance 297

 14  Political ideologies: conservatism, liberalism, 
Christian democracy and socialism 299
The nature of ideology 300
Four democratic ideologies 302

Conservatism 302
Liberalism 303
Christian democracy 308
Socialism and social democracy 309

Three other schools of thought 311
nationalism 311
Green political thought 313
Populism 314

Theories of ideology 314
Marxist and neo-Marxist theories 315
Material and non-material interests 316
The end of ideology and the end of history 317

What have we learned? 318
Lessons of comparison 319
Projects 319
Further reading 319
Websites 320

 15 Decision making 321
Public policies: their nature and importance 322

Goals and results 322
The nature of policy-making processes 322
Unending policy cycles 324

The public-policy cycle 324
agenda setting 325
Decision making 327
Choice of means 328
Implementation 329
outputs and outcomes 330
evaluation and feedback 330

Public-policy structures 331
Corporatism 332
Pluralism 334
Tripartite arrangements 334
Policy communities 335
Policy networks 335

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

xv

Theories of decision making 336
Rational-comprehensive models 336
Muddling through 337
Bounded rationality and advocacy coalitions 338

What have we learned? 339
Lessons of comparison 339
Projects 340
Further reading 340
Websites 341

 16 Public spending and public policies 342
The ends and means of government 343
General government expenditure 345
Welfare states and redistribution 348

Comparing social security systems 349
Redistribution? The effects of social transfers and  
taxation 350

Trends in social expenditure 352
Theories of the welfare state 355

Conflict-oriented approaches 356
Functionalist explanations 357
Institutional approaches 358
International and transnational dependencies 359

What have we learned? 360
Lessons of comparison 360
Projects 361
Further reading 361
Websites 361

 17 The future of the democratic state 362
States and sovereignty 363

Conventional states, proto-states and supra-national states 364
Challenges to the state 366
Importance of international governmental organisations 368

The retreat of the state? 369
Democracy without borders 371

The quality of democracy 371
Reform of state and government 372

The future 377
What have we learned? 378
Lessons of comparison 378
Projects 379
Further reading 379
Websites 380

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

xvi

Postscript: how and what to compare? 381
Comparing many or a few countries? 382

Comparing many cases 383
Comparing a few cases 385
Selecting comparable countries 386

how many countries is enough? 390
Comparing apples and oranges 392

Looking for more abstract concepts 392
Looking for equivalent concepts 394

What have we learned? 395
Projects 396
Further reading 396
Websites 396

Glossary of key terms 397

Index  413

 

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xvii

Briefings

Introduction 1 Is widespread gun ownership in the USa  
responsible for its high gun crime figures? page 4
1.1 First three articles of the Declaration of the Rights of  

Man and of the Citizen (Paris, 1789) 16
1.2 not every human being is a citizen… 21
1.3 R2P: sovereignty entails responsibility 22
1.4 The Treaty of Westphalia (1648) 24
2.1 State power in transition 40
2.2 Comparing democracy and democratic development:  

major indicators 45
2.3 Democracy: universal principles and limitations 50
3.1 Uruguay: (eventually) a success story 62
3.2 expediency takes the place of democracy 66
4.1 Constitutions 77
4.2 The Constitutions of argentina, France and Japan 78
4.3 heads of state and heads of government 81
5.1 The presidential system in Costa Rica 96
5.2 The parliamentary system in Japan 98
5.3 The three major forms of democratic government: main  

features   101
5.4 The perils of presidential government 104
6.1 The Dominican Republic: membership of international  

organisations 111
6.2 Federal states 115
6.3 Canadian federalism in practice 117
6.4 France: sub-central government in a unitary state 119
7.1 a legislature at work: the Swedish Riksdag 146
7.2 Parliaments, executives and committees 148
8.1 Policy making and administration 160
8.2 Musical chairs, ministerial activism and official reticence 166
9.1 Political cultures 177
9.2 Reinforcing and cross-cutting cleavages: Belgium and  

Switzerland  187
9.3 varieties of political behaviour 189

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xviii

List of briefings

9.4 Modes of political behaviour 191
9.5 Political behaviour in the USa 199
10.1 Pressure groups in the european Union 207
10.2 a life of pressure: Peter Jenkins, a public affairs officer with  

the British Consumers’ association 214
10.3 International peak organisations 216
10.4 Corporatism, interest groups and democracy in Latin america 222
11.1 Mass media systems: Finland, norway and Japan 238
11.2 The new media in the UK 240
12.1 Main voting systems 253
12.2 The left–right dimension in politics 261
12.3 Cleavages and politics: Chile 264
13.1 Party families 279
13.2 Government formation: parliamentary systems 282
14.1 Conservative thinkers 304
14.2 Two concepts of liberty 305
14.3 Liberal thinkers 307
14.4 Socialist thinkers 310
15.1 The public–private divide 326
16.1 a typology of welfare states 356
17.1 The need for good governance 376
Postcript 1  John Stuart Mill on comparisons 388

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xix

Controversies

1.1 What is a state? page 19
2.1 Focusing on the state is… 38
4.1 one chamber or two? 83
5.1 Presidential, parliamentary or semi-presidential government? 103
6.1 Unitary, federal or confederal? 121
6.2 To centralise or decentralise? 129
7.1 Parliaments and legislatures 139
8.1 The new Public Management 165
9.1 Political culture as a tool of political science: for and against 178
10.1 Do pressure groups sustain or undermine democracy? 224
11.1 Public service versus commercial media? 236
13.1 Parties and democracy 287
16.1 The american welfare state: unusually small? 351
17.1 Complaints about democracy? 372

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xx

Figures

1.1 States of the world page 17
1.2 Un member states, 1945–2014 29
3.1 Partial democracies: examples of diminished sub-types 65
6.1 Share of total government expenditure: central and  

non-central government, 2012, per cent 113
6.2 Share of total government receipts, 2012, per cent 113
9.1 expansion of the political participation repertoire agenda  

since the 1940s 190
15.1 The six stages of the policy cycle 325
15.2 General government expenditure as a percentage of GDP,  

oeCD countries, 2012 327
16.1 highest and lowest spenders on social and individual public  

expenditure items, oeCD member states, 2011 348
16.2 Total general government spending, as a percentage of  

GDP, 2011   349
16.3 Trends in public social spending, selected countries as a  

percentage of GDP, 1980–2014 354

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xxi

Tables

2.1 Parliamentary accountability and universal suffrage, selected 
 countries   page 43

2.2 Free and independent states, 2014 48
3.1 Breakdowns of democracies, 2000–2014 67
6.1 Federal states: names and numbers of regional units of  

government, 2000 112
6.2 Share of public employment, percentages 2011 114
7.1 The source of legislation: governments and legislatures 143
7.2 The main institutional features of majoritarian and  

consensus democracies 151
8.1 Public employment as a percentage of total employment,  

oeCD countries, 2011 157
9.1 Rates of political participation, western europe, 1974–2012 194
10.1 Donations to parties and candidates, USa, 2013–15 226
12.1 Liberal democracies: voting systems 255
12.2 Proportionality and disproportionality, India and UK 255
12.3 average voter turnout as a percentage of those registered,  

selected democratic countries, 2004–2015 258
12.4 Country variations in class, religious and value voting, 1990s 262
15.1 Corporatism in eighteen democracies, 1950s–1970s 333
16.1 average and range of general government expenditure in oeCD  

countries, by main functions, as a percentage of GDP, 2011 346
16.2 General government spending as a percentage of GDP by main  

functions of oeCD member states, 2011 347
17.1 The ten largest corporations in the world, 2014 366

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xxiii

Preface and acknowledgements 

to the third edition

a major revision of our text book was required after the third wave of democ-
racy slowed down in the 2000s and the financial crises hit many countries in 
the same decade. The result is this third edition, in which the text has been 
extensively revised and updated, based in large part on the comments and 
suggestions of anonymous readers contacted by Cambridge University Press. 
We could not follow all their suggestions but have acted on most of them, 
resulting in a great many changes to the book, including a new chapter on 
public policy and a completely revised chapter on the recent development 
of democratic states in the world. Joshaa Fischer, Sören Götz and nicolas 
Toth-Feher at the University of Mannheim checked many of the entries and 
provided updated information. In particular, we are very grateful to Claire 
Dekker for carefully copy editing the whole manuscript.

The three editions of this book are the result of our discussions and con-
tacts with many people at various places in the last ten to fifteen years. Ken 
newton would also like to thank colleagues at the University of Southampton, 
who provided friendship and intellectual stimulation. Jan van Deth would like 
to thank his collaborators at the University of Mannheim and the Mannheim 
Zentrum für europäische Sozialforschung (MZeS) for similar friendship and 
intellectual stimulation. Both of us thank a number of colleagues for their 
willingness to share their knowledge and experience and provide us with 
many insights: Matthijs Boogaards, Tom Cusack, Jan Delhey, Wolf-Dieter 
eberwein, Benjamin engst, Dieter Fuchs, Rick hofferbert, Ron Inglehart, Jana 
Jughard, Max Kaase, henk van der Kolk, hans-Dieter Klingemann, Fritz and 
Mocha Metzeler, Wolfgang Müller, Christiane neumann, Marion obermaier 
and edeltraud Roller. Sadly, many of our most brilliant theories and insights 
were shot down in flames in these discussions, by colleagues who based their 
criticism on no more than acute intelligence, hard information, a thorough 
knowledge of the subject and a sharp eye for a weak argument.

as political scientists, not politicians, we cannot blame any faults and errors 
in this third edition on anybody but ourselves, least of all those named above.

Ken newton and Jan W. van Deth

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xxiv

Abbreviations and acronyms

afDB african Development Bank
aSean association of Southeast asian nations
av alternative vote
Benelux Belgium, netherlands, Luxembourg economic union
BSe bovine spongiform encephalopathy
Ca Consumers’ association
CBa Cost–benefit analysis
Ceo Chief executive officer
CIS Confederation of Independent States
CnD Campaign for nuclear Disarmament
CoR Committee of the Regions (eU)
DaRS Democratic arab Republic of the Sahara
DGB  Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund (trade union association, 

Germany)
eaPC euro-atlantic Partnership Council
eChR european Court of human Rights
eCJ european Court of Justice
ena  ecole nationale d’administration
eP european Parliament
eSa european Space agency
eTUC european Trade Union Confederation
eU european Union
FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation (USa)
GaTT General agreement on Tariffs and Trade
GM genetically modified
IBRD  International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

(World Bank)
ICJ International Court of Justice
IDa International Development association
IISS International Institute for Strategic Studies
ILo International Labour organization
IMF International Monetary Fund
IoC International olympic Committee
IoM International organization for Migration

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xxv

List of abbreviations and acronyms

IPU Inter-Parliamentary Union
IT information technology
Jv joint venture
MCW minimum connected winning (coalition)
MITI Ministry of International Trade and Industry (Japan)
MMD multi-member districts
MMP mixed-member proportional voting system
MnC multinational corporation
MWC minimum winning coalition
naFTa north american Free Trade association
naSa national aeronautics and Space administration (USa)
naTo north atlantic Treaty organization
nGo non-governmental organisation
oaU organization of african Unity
oeCD  organisation for economic Cooperation and 

Development
oFCoM office of Communications (UK)
oPeC organization of the Petroleum exporting Countries
oSCe organization for Security and Co-operation in europe
PaC Political action Committee (USa)
PPP purchasing-power parity
PR proportional representation
R&D Research and Development
SB second ballot (voting system)
SeS socio-economic status
SMSP single member, simple plurality voting system
SnTv single non-transferable vote
STv single transferable vote
TI Transparency International
TnC transnational Corporation
UK United Kingdom
Un United nations
UnhCR (office of the) Un high Commissioner for Refugees
UnITaR Un Institute for Training and Research
USa United States
USSR Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (Soviet Union)
WDIs World Development Indicators
WeU Western european Union
Who World health organization
WTo World Trade organization

www.cambridge.org/9781107131835
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13183-5 — Foundations of Comparative Politics
3rd Edition
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xxvii

How to use this book

This book has many special features to help you work your way through the 
chapters efficiently and effectively and to understand them. This section 
shows you what these features are and how they help you work through the 
material in each chapter.

•	 each chapter contains an introduction with a brief account of the topics it 
covers, so that you know what to expect.

•	 The last part of each chapter presents the main theoretical approaches of 
the topic.

•	 each chapter ends with a summary of its main findings and what we have 
learned from using the comparative approach to government and politics.

•	 ‘Key term’ entries. When a new concept is introduced it is picked out in bold 
letters in the text and defined in brief and simple terms in the margin. all 
the key terms are then brought together in the ‘Glossary of key terms’ at the 
end of the book. This makes it easy to refresh your memory about concepts.

•	 ‘Controversy boxes’ provide you with an overview of the most contentious 
topics in comparative government and politics.

The end material of the chapters also includes:

•	 Two or three small projects that you can use to test your understanding 
and consolidate your learning.

•	 a short list of further reading and details of useful websites.

The Introduction that follows spells out the main themes that run through-
out the book. It tells you what to keep in mind and look out for as you work 
your way through the chapters. Finally, at the end of the book we have added 
a Postscript on the main methodological questions in comparative politics.

extensive online resources, including all the material listed above, are 
available on the book’s website. You can search this material for yourself at 
www.cambridge.org/newton.

For students additional material includes an updated reading list, websites 
and advanced further reading. Multiple-choice questions allow students to 
test their understanding of each chapter.

For instructors, all figures and tables from the book are available along with 
lecture slides. additional student questioning includes exam and essay questions.
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