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Preface and acknowledgements 
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racy slowed down in the 2000s and the financial crises hit many countries in 
the same decade. The result is this third edition, in which the text has been 
extensively revised and updated, based in large part on the comments and 
suggestions of anonymous readers contacted by Cambridge University Press. 
We could not follow all their suggestions but have acted on most of them, 
resulting in a great many changes to the book, including a new chapter on 
public policy and a completely revised chapter on the recent development 
of democratic states in the world. Joshaa Fischer, Sören Götz and nicolas 
Toth-Feher at the University of Mannheim checked many of the entries and 
provided updated information. In particular, we are very grateful to Claire 
Dekker for carefully copy editing the whole manuscript.

The three editions of this book are the result of our discussions and con-
tacts with many people at various places in the last ten to fifteen years. Ken 
newton would also like to thank colleagues at the University of Southampton, 
who provided friendship and intellectual stimulation. Jan van Deth would like 
to thank his collaborators at the University of Mannheim and the Mannheim 
Zentrum für europäische Sozialforschung (MZeS) for similar friendship and 
intellectual stimulation. Both of us thank a number of colleagues for their 
willingness to share their knowledge and experience and provide us with 
many insights: Matthijs Boogaards, Tom Cusack, Jan Delhey, Wolf-Dieter 
eberwein, Benjamin engst, Dieter Fuchs, Rick hofferbert, Ron Inglehart, Jana 
Jughard, Max Kaase, henk van der Kolk, hans-Dieter Klingemann, Fritz and 
Mocha Metzeler, Wolfgang Müller, Christiane neumann, Marion obermaier 
and edeltraud Roller. Sadly, many of our most brilliant theories and insights 
were shot down in flames in these discussions, by colleagues who based their 
criticism on no more than acute intelligence, hard information, a thorough 
knowledge of the subject and a sharp eye for a weak argument.

as political scientists, not politicians, we cannot blame any faults and errors 
in this third edition on anybody but ourselves, least of all those named above.

Ken newton and Jan W. van Deth
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How to use this book

This book has many special features to help you work your way through the 
chapters efficiently and effectively and to understand them. This section 
shows you what these features are and how they help you work through the 
material in each chapter.

•	 each chapter contains an introduction with a brief account of the topics it 
covers, so that you know what to expect.

•	 The last part of each chapter presents the main theoretical approaches of 
the topic.

•	 each chapter ends with a summary of its main findings and what we have 
learned from using the comparative approach to government and politics.

•	 ‘Key term’ entries. When a new concept is introduced it is picked out in bold 
letters in the text and defined in brief and simple terms in the margin. all 
the key terms are then brought together in the ‘Glossary of key terms’ at the 
end of the book. This makes it easy to refresh your memory about concepts.

•	 ‘Controversy boxes’ provide you with an overview of the most contentious 
topics in comparative government and politics.

The end material of the chapters also includes:

•	 Two or three small projects that you can use to test your understanding 
and consolidate your learning.

•	 a short list of further reading and details of useful websites.

The Introduction that follows spells out the main themes that run through-
out the book. It tells you what to keep in mind and look out for as you work 
your way through the chapters. Finally, at the end of the book we have added 
a Postscript on the main methodological questions in comparative politics.

extensive online resources, including all the material listed above, are 
available on the book’s website. You can search this material for yourself at 
www.cambridge.org/newton.

For students additional material includes an updated reading list, websites 
and advanced further reading. Multiple-choice questions allow students to 
test their understanding of each chapter.

For instructors, all figures and tables from the book are available along with 
lecture slides. additional student questioning includes exam and essay questions.
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