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practice. The studies in these sections look at practice in English, German and
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differing research designs used mean that the chapters contain clear implica-
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learning in different contexts.

CHRISTIAN JONES is a senior lecturer in TESOL and Applied Linguistics at
the University of Liverpool. He has been involved in English language
teaching for over 20 years and has worked in China, Japan, Thailand and
the UK, as a teacher, teacher-trainer and researcher. His main research
interests are connected to spoken language, and he has published in areas
related to this, including work on spoken corpora, lexis, lexico-grammar and
instructed second language acquisition.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107131224
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13122-4 — Practice in Second Language Learning

Edited by Christian Jones
Frontmatter
More Information

Practice in Second Language
Learning

Edited by

Christian Jones

University of Liverpool

B CAMBRIDGE

B} UNIVERSITY PRESS

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107131224
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-13122-4 — Practice in Second Language Learning
Edited by Christian Jones

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107131224
DOI: 10.1017/9781316443118

© Cambridge University Press 2018

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2018

Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.
ISBN 978-1-107-13122-4 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107131224
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13122-4 — Practice in Second Language Learning

Edited by Christian Jones
Frontmatter
More Information

Contents
List of Figures page vii
List of Tables viii
Notes on Contributors X
Foreword Xiv
Introduction 1

CHRISTIAN JONES

Part I Theoretical Perspectives 5

1 Now You’re Talking! Practising Conversation in Second
Language Learning 7
MICHAEL MCCARTHY AND JEANNE MCCARTEN

2 The Role of Practice within Second Language Acquisition 30
COLIN THOMPSON

Part II Receptive Practice 53

3 Practice with Formulaic Sequences: Can It Promote the Incidental
Learning of Grammar? 55
EVE ZYZIK AND LAURA MARQUES-PASCUAL

4 A Text-based Approach to Grammar Practice 79
IVOR TIMMIS

5 The Teaching and Learning of Lexical Chunks: A Comparison of
Receptive and Productive Practice 109
PATRYCJA GOLEBIEWSKA AND CHRISTIAN JONES

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107131224
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-13122-4 — Practice in Second Language Learning
Edited by Christian Jones

Frontmatter

More Information

vi Contents

Part III Productive Practice 135

6 Using Computer-assisted Language Learning (CALL) Tools
to Enhance Output Practice 137
NICOLA HALENKO

7 Practising Online with Your Peers: The Role of Text Chat for
Second Language Development 164
MARIJE MICHEL

8 Language Practice and Study Abroad 197
TODD A. HERNANDEZ

9 How Does Collaborative Practice Facilitate Learning? Processes
Involved in a Wiki-mediated Collaborative Writing Task 228
RICHARD CULLEN AND CAROL WILD

10 Conclusion: Implications for Pedagogy and Research 254
CHRISTIAN JONES

Index 265

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107131224
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13122-4 — Practice in Second Language Learning

Edited by Christian Jones
Frontmatter
More Information

Figures

1.1 Examples of conversation strategy types and possible lexical
realisations

1.2 Listenership activities from McCarthy et al. (2014: 91)

1.3 Phase 1 of a conversation strategy activity from McCarthy et al.
(2014), Level 2: 26

1.4 Phase 2 of a conversation strategy activity from McCarthy et al.
(2014), Level 2: 26

1.5 Conversation strategy practice of which comment clauses
from McCarthy et al. (2012), Level 1: 24

2.1 Two sets of processes in second language acquisition
(adapted from VanPatten 1996: 7)

2.2 Presentation—Practice—Production (PPP)

2.3 Processing Instruction (PI)

5.1 Chunks used in this study

6.1 An example scenario from the oral CAPT

6.2 Experimental group preferences for mode of learning material

7.1 Excerpt ‘Social chat’ pair A — Transatlantic chat project
(Michel and Smith 2018)

7.2 Design and procedure

7.3 Example chat interactions

7.4 Task perception — frequency of rating

8.1 Requesting something to drink

9.1 The process of creating a sentence

page 14
18

22
23
24

39
42
46
116
147
155

166
172
174
179
208
245

vii

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107131224
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13122-4 — Practice in Second Language Learning

Edited by Christian Jones
Frontmatter
More Information

Tables

1.1 The stages of Illustration—Interaction—Induction page 12
3.1 Acquisition stages for ser and estar (VanPatten 1987) 60
3.2 Functions of ser/estar where no variation is possible 61
3.3 Descriptive statistics for grammaticality preference task 67
3.4 Descriptive statistics for picture description task 68
4.1 Participants 89
5.1 Descriptive statistics: productive test 120
5.2 Descriptive statistics: receptive test 122
6.1 Coding scheme for apology strategies 149
6.2 Descriptive statistics: Native-speaker rater scores for

experimental and control group data 150
6.3 Frequency of apology strategies and other features

employed at the pre-test, post-test and delayed post-test stages 151
6.4 Sample learner comments from the questionnaire 156
7.1 Use of model target structures from task sheet 175
7.2 Creative use of subordinate or infinitive structures by group 176
7.3 Accuracy of original subordinate and infinitive structures 177
7.4 Scores on pre-, post- and delayed post-test 177
7.5 Gain scores from pre- to (delayed) post-test 177
7.6 Descriptives on task motivation and task perception (1 = strongly

disagree — 5 = strongly agree) for all participants 178
7.7 Spearman correlations of different aspects of language learning

motivation 180
7.8 Spearman correlations of language learning motivation and chat

task perception questionnaire 181
8.1 External mitigation strategies 200
8.2 Participant background information 204
8.3 Language practice intervention 206
8.4 Comparison of use of internal mitigation for study

abroad students and native speakers of Spanish 210

viii

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107131224
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-13122-4 — Practice in Second Language Learning
Edited by Christian Jones

Frontmatter

More Information

List of Tables ix
8.5 Comparison of use of external mitigation for study
abroad students and native speakers of Spanish 212
8.6 Comparison of use of request perspective for study
abroad students and native speakers of Spanish 214
9.1 Data analysis 235
9.2 Communicative language functions and digital
communication strategies 237
9.3 Language-related episodes 242

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107131224
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-13122-4 — Practice in Second Language Learning
Edited by Christian Jones

Frontmatter

More Information

Contributors

RICHARD CULLEN is an associate lecturer in TESOL and Applied Linguistics
at Canterbury Christ Church University. His research interests include
classroom interaction, spoken grammar, the teaching and learning of gram-
mar, and more recently, collaborative learning. He has published in all these
areas. Some of the transcript data to support these areas of research comes
from his work overseas for the British Council, where he was involved in
teaching, training and curriculum development in Nepal, Greece, Egypt,
Bangladesh and Tanzania. Since joining Canterbury Christ Church Univer-
sity, his work with Malaysian student teachers on a BEd. TESL programme
has provided a rich source of data for researching online collaborative
learning processes.

ROBERT M. DEKEYSER is Professor of Second Language Acquisition at the
University of Maryland. His research focuses on topics such as implicit vs.
explicit learning, automatisation of rule knowledge, individual differences
and study abroad. He has published in a variety of journals, including
Studies in Second Language Acquisition, Language Learning, Applied
Linguistics and Applied Psycholinguistics; he has also contributed chapters
to several highly regarded handbooks. In 2007 he published an edited
volume with Cambridge University Press entitled Practice in a Second
Language: Perspectives from Applied Linguistics and Cognitive Psych-
ology. He served as editor of Language Learning from 2005 to 2010.

PATRYCJA GOLEBIEWSKA 1is an associate lecturer in English for Academic
Purposes at the University of Central Lancashire. She has been involved in
English teaching and research in the UK and China since conducting her
MA by Research in TESOL in 2013. Patrycja has worked on student corpus
data analysis and conducted research into the learning and teaching of
lexical chunks. Patrycja’s interests include formulaic sequences and the
development of pragmatic competence.

NICOLA HALENKO is a senior lecturer in English language teaching at the
University of Central Lancashire. Her research interest is in second language

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107131224
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-13122-4 — Practice in Second Language Learning
Edited by Christian Jones

Frontmatter

More Information

Notes on Contributors xi

pragmatics. Her published work focuses on technology-enhanced teaching
and learning, and pragmatic development in the study abroad context.
Recent projects include a forthcoming co-authored book by Routledge on
successful spoken communication.

TODD A. HERNANDEZ (PhD, University of Kansas) is an associate professor
of Spanish and Applied Linguistics, and the Language Program Coordinator
for Spanish at Marquette University (USA). He joined Marquette Univer-
sity’s Department of Languages, Literatures and Cultures in 2004, where he
teaches a wide range of courses in Spanish Applied Linguistics, Spanish
Language and Language Teaching Methodology. His research focuses on
language pedagogy, second language acquisition, and language and culture
learning during study abroad. His current research project, which was
awarded an American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
(ACTFL) Research Priorities grant, examines the effects of pedagogical
intervention on the pragmatic development of Spanish language
learners during study abroad in Spain.

CHRISTIAN JONES is a senior lecturer in TESOL and Applied Linguistics at
the University of Liverpool. He has been involved in English language
teaching for over 20 years and has worked in China, Japan, Thailand and
the UK, as a teacher, teacher-trainer and researcher. His main research
interests are connected to spoken language and he has produced a number
of publications related to spoken corpora, lexis, lexico-grammar and
instructed second language acquisition. He is the co-author (with Daniel
Waller) of Corpus Linguistics for Grammar: A Guide for Research (2015)
and is currently a member of the editorial panel for ELT Journal.

JEANNE MCCARTEN has been involved in ELT in various roles for over 35
years. As a teacher, she taught in Sweden, France, Malaysia and the UK. As a
publisher, she specialised in examinations, grammar and vocabulary
materials and was also closely involved in the development of the spoken
English sections of the Cambridge English Corpus. Currently a freelance
ELT author, her main interests lie in applying insights from corpus research to
language teaching, about which she has published several academic papers.
She is co-author of the corpus-informed materials Touchstone, Viewpoint and
Grammar for Business, published by Cambridge University Press.

MICHAEL MCCARTHY is Emeritus Professor of Applied Linguistics, Univer-
sity of Nottingham, Adjunct Professor of Applied Linguistics, University of
Limerick, and Visiting Professor in Applied Linguistics at Newcastle Uni-
versity. He is author/co-author/editor of 50 books, including Touchstone,
Viewpoint, the Cambridge Grammar of English, English Grammar Today

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107131224
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13122-4 — Practice in Second Language Learning

Edited by Christian Jones
Frontmatter
More Information

xii Notes on Contributors

and English Grammar: Your Questions Answered, as well as titles in the
English Vocabulary in Use series. He is author/co-author of more than
100 academic papers. He is co-director (with Ronald Carter) of the CAN-
CODE spoken English corpus. He has lectured in 46 countries and has been
involved in language teaching and applied linguistics for 51 years.

MARIJE MICHEL is a lecturer at Lancaster University (UK). She studied Dutch
and German at Utrecht University and holds a PhD in Applied Linguistics
from the University of Amsterdam. As a postdoctoral researcher at Mann-
heim University (Germany), she co-developed the online tool SprachKoPF,
which assesses pre-school teachers’ knowledge about language support.
Since her arrival at Lancaster University in 2012, her research and teaching
has focused on cognitive-interactionist approaches to SLA and task-based
language pedagogy. More recently, she has started using eye-tracking meth-
odology to investigate digitally mediated communication and L2 writing.
Marije has published in Language Learning, Studies in Second Language
Acquisition and The Modern Language Journal.

LAURA MARQUES-PASCUAL is a teaching professor at the University of
California, Santa Barbara, where she directs the Spanish and Portuguese
Language Program. Her research interests focus on second language learn-
ing in study abroad settings, second language acquisition of syntax, and
Spanish as a heritage language. She also has a long-standing interest in how
linguistics research is applied to issues such as language teaching pedagogy
and curriculum improvement. She did her undergraduate work at the Uni-
versidad de Alcald (Madrid) and holds an MA from Bowling Green State
University, and a PhD from University of California, Davis. Most recently
she has been the UC Education Abroad program director in Spain.

COLIN THOMPSON is an assistant professor of English in the Center for
Language Education at Josai International University in Japan. He has
extensive teaching experience at university level in Japan, including English
teacher training. He graduated with a PhD in Applied Linguistics from the
University of Central Lancashire. His research interests concern cognitive
accounts of second language acquisition and language pedagogy.

IVOR TIMMIS is Reader in English Language Teaching at Leeds Beckett
University. His main research interests are in corpus linguistics and the
relationship between corpus research and language teaching, with a particu-
lar emphasis on spoken language research. He has had three articles pub-
lished in the ELT Journal on this topic and he is the author of Corpus
Linguistics for ELT: Research and Practice (2015). His work in ELT has
taken him to around 30 countries for conferences and projects. More

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107131224
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13122-4 — Practice in Second Language Learning

Edited by Christian Jones
Frontmatter
More Information

Notes on Contributors xiii

recently, he has developed an interest in historical spoken language research
and received a Leverhulme grant for his work in this area. He has recently
written a book about this research entitled Historical Spoken Language
Research: Corpus Perspectives (2017).

CAROL WILD is a senior lecturer in the School of Language Studies and
Applied Linguistics, Canterbury Christ Church University, UK. Her
research interests focus on the use of technology in the language classroom
and teacher development. She has been involved in teacher development
workshops on the use of technology for teaching and learning in Malaysia
and curriculum development projects in Palestine and Bangladesh.

EVE zYZIK (PhD, University of California, Davis) is currently Associate
Professor in the Department of Languages and Applied Linguistics at the
University of California, Santa Cruz. She has published on a variety of
topics related to Spanish as a second language and Spanish as a heritage
language, as well as on issues related to language pedagogy in content-based
courses. Recent publications include an advanced-level textbook, El espariol
v la lingiiistica aplicada (2016), with Robert Blake, and Authentic Materials
Myths: Applying Second Language Research to Classroom Teaching (2017)
with Charlene Polio.

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107131224
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13122-4 — Practice in Second Language Learning

Edited by Christian Jones
Frontmatter
More Information

Foreword

Practice: Time for a Reappraisal?

Robert M. DeKeyser

In DeKeyser (2007) I lamented how little research had focused on deliberate
practice in second language learning, and how even the idea that extensive
practice is necessary for second language learning, just as it is for athletic or
musical performance, seemed questionable to some. Research in second lan-
guage acquisition has not exactly taken a turn towards practice in the last 10
years, but as the chapters in this book and the literature quoted therein show,
there is a growing body of research that investigates the effect of a variety of
types of deliberate practice. This research makes it increasingly clear that
practice does not mean drill and kill, that deliberate practice is compatible
with a variety of theoretical perspectives and that all domains of language,
from pronunciation and grammar to vocabulary and pragmatics, can benefit
from systematic practice.

This increasing interest in and appreciation of practice have intensified the
focus on a number of core questions about second language learning. How
important is production practice in comparison with comprehension practice
(e.g. Shintani, Li and Ellis 2013; DeKeyser and Prieto Botana 2015; Shintani
2015)? To what extent and how should corrective feedback be given during
oral and written practice (e.g. Li 2010; Lyster and Saito 2010; van Beuningen,
de Jong and Kuiken 2012; Shintani and Aubrey 2016)? What do students get
out of practice with specific tasks and in specific contexts, such as study abroad
(e.g. DeKeyser 2010; Ren 2013; Baker-Smemoe et al. 2014; Jensen and
Howard 2014; Pérez-Vidal 2014; Briggs 2016; Yang 2016), synchronous
computer-mediated communication (e.g. Sauro and Smith 2010) or task-based
language teaching (e.g. Skehan 2014; Shintani 2016)?

Other aspects of the study of practice are still much more common in
research on skill acquisition and other areas of cognitive psychology, but
are also stirring new interest in applied linguistics. Questions being asked
by such research include the following: What are the advantages of task
repetition (DeKeyser, forthcoming; de Jong and Perfetti 2011; Hawkes
2012; Manchén 2014; Thai and Boers 2016)? How should practice be
distributed (e.g. Bird 2010; Serrano 2011; Sobel, Cepeda and Kapler
2011; Carpenter et al. 2012; Nakata 2015; Rogers 2015; Paik and Ritter

Xiv
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2016; Suzuki and DeKeyser 2017a)? How do individual differences help
determine what practice is best (e.g. Suzuki and DeKeyser 2017b; Morgan-
Short et al. 2014; Tanner, Inoue and Osterhout 2014; Yilmaz and Granena
2016)? Most important of all, perhaps, is the question about the extent to
which the effect of practice transfers to other structures, tasks, contexts or
skills (e.g McCrudden 2011; Spada et al. 2014; Parks 2015; Li and
DeKeyser, forthcoming).

In all these areas there are tentative answers (e.g. corrective feedback helps;
both reception and production practice are important; repetition leads to
increased fluency; distributed practice is best; the effect of practice tends to
be very specific; individual difference can play a big role and lead to clear
aptitude-treatment interaction effects), but as the chapters in this volume
attempt to show, ongoing research is providing an ever richer set of findings
showing how complex the question is of what practice activities are best for
whom, for what structures, for which skill, at what time and in what context.
These questions, and the research field which this volume contributes to, show
us that exciting times lie ahead for the study of this topic that is so central to
second language acquisition.
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