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CITIZENSHIP AS FOUNDATION OF RIGHTS

Citizenship as Foundation of Rights explores the nature and

meaning of citizenship and the rights flowing from

American citizenship in the context of current debates

around politics including immigration. The book explains

the sources of citizenship rights in the Constitution and

focuses on three key citizenship rights - the right to vote,

the right to employment, and the right to travel in theUS. It

explains why those rights are fundamental and how

national identification systems and ID requirements to

vote, work, and travel undermine the fundamental citizen

rights. It also analyzes how protecting citizens’ rights pre-

serves them for future generations of citizens and aspiring

citizens here. No other book offers such a clarification of

fundamental citizen rights and explains how ID schemes

contradict and undermine the constitutional rights of

American citizenship.
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FOREWORD

by Sidney Verba

This is a significant book, with a very apt title, for an understanding of

the United States as a political and social system. The basic feature of

a democracy is that the government is responsive to the needs and

preferences of the citizenry. But what does it mean to be a citizen?Who

has access to that situation? What rights are associated with it? And

how have they evolved over time?

Few concepts – perhaps none – aremore central to the functioning of

the American political system than citizenship. Democracy depends on

the relationship between the public and the government. In an author-

itarian regime, governing rulers make policy without regard for the

preferences of the citizens. In a democracy, the citizenry plays

a major role. The dictionary tells us that “citizenship” is the status of

being a citizen. If you have citizenship in a country, you have the right

to live there, work, vote, and travel. Without consideration of the

preferences of citizens, a polity is not democratic.

To understand citizenship, one needs to know its history. Its mean-

ing was defined at the time of the formation of the Republic by the

founders, and modified and redefined since then after the Civil War

amendments with changes to the status of African Americans, women,

and the poor and the rich. Citizenship is a legal, cultural, and social

characteristic.

This book provides a close and careful analysis of Supreme Court

and lower court cases of the legal issues and empowerment of citizen-

ship as well as the civic obligations of citizens. It explores foundations

of citizenship from the earliest days of the Republic to the current

ix
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debates about voter identification requirements and immigration.

Debates over citizenship occur with the partisan and racial implications

over regulation of access to the polling booth and policy – as well as

other citizen rights.

This is what makes Citizenship as Foundation of Rights: Meaning for

America a major contribution to our understanding of America and the

role of citizenship in it. It is a broad and deeply informed discussion of

the subject of citizenship and hence to our understanding of democ-

racy. Sobel is a major author of books on important public and political

issues. Add this to your reading list about themeaning of citizenship for

America and Americans today.

x Foreword
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