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CHRISTIANITY AND FREEDOM

VOLUME 1: HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES

In Christianity and Freedom, Volume 1, leading historians uncover the unappreciated role
of Christianity in the development of basic human rights and freedoms from antiquity
through today. These include radical notions of dignity and equality, religious freedom,
liberty of conscience, limited government, consent of the governed, economic liberty,
autonomous civil society, and church-state separation, as well as more recent advances
in democracy, human rights, and human development. Acknowledging that the record
is mixed, scholars document how the seeds of freedom in Christianity antedate and
ultimately undermine later Christian justifications and practices of persecution. Drawing
from history, political science, and sociology, this volume will become a standard
reference work for historians, political scientists, theologians, students, journalists,
business leaders, opinion shapers, and policy makers.

Timothy Samuel Shah is the Associate Director of the Religious Freedom Project at
the Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs and Associate Professor of the
Practice of Religion and Global Politics in the Government Department, Georgetown
University. He is the author most recently of Religious Freedom: Why Now? Defending
an Embattled Human Right and God’s Century: Resurgent Religion and Global Politics
(with Monica Duffy Toft and Daniel Philpott).

Allen D. Hertzke is an internationally recognized scholar of religion and politics. He is
author of Freeing God’s Children: The Unlikely Alliance for Global Human Rights and
editor of The Future of Religious Freedom. A past fellow for the Pew Research Center, he
directed the study “Lobbying for the Faithful: Religious Advocacy Groups in Washington
DC.” He is a member of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences.
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the fundamentals of law and politics, to build further ecumenical legal understanding
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The Religious Freedom Research Project

This volume is the fruit of research conceived and supported by the Religious
Freedom Research Project (RFRP) of the Berkley Center for Religion, Peace,
and World Affairs at Georgetown University. Under the leadership of Director
Thomas Farr and Associate Director Timothy Samuel Shah, the Religious Freedom
Research Project is the world’s only university-based program devoted exclusively to
the analysis of religious freedom, a basic human right restricted in many parts of the
globe. The RFRP is made possible by significant grants from the John Templeton
Foundation, a partnership with Baylor University’s Institute for Studies of Religion,
and the generous support of numerous other individuals and foundations.

The goal of the RFRP is to deepen scholarly understanding, inform policy
deliberation, and educate the wider public concerning the meaning and value of
religious freedom. It achieves this goal through publications such as this one, as well
as conferences, workshops, media appearances, a vigorous web presence, and a blog,
Cornerstone: A Conversation on Religious Freedom and Its Social Implications. Find
out more at www.berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/rfp.
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