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academic writing, see research articles
activity verbs, see verbs – activity verbs
adjectives

attributive, 63
adverbial clauses, see conditional clauses
adverbs, 87, 88, 102, 128–129, 192–193

place adverbs, 98
stance adverbs, 88

advertisements, 6, 112
frequency on the web, 29–30, 36

advice
descriptive statistics for key features, 229
Dimension 1 characteristics, 59, 117–118
Dimension 5 characteristics, 117–118
Dimension 6 characteristics, 68, 117–118
frequency on the web, 35–36
key feature analysis, 128–129
keyword analysis, 129–131
multi-dimensional characteristics, 116
situational characteristics, 108, 113
text excerpts, 59, 68, 114, 128–131

Biber tagger, 22
blogs, 6, 41, 75–77, see also informational 

blogs; opinion blogs; personal narrative 
blogs; religious blogs/sermons; sports 
reports/blogs; travel blogs

causative verbs, see verbs – causative verbs
cluster analysis

methods, 197, 209
of register categories, 197–200
of texts, 208–213

Cohen’s d, 24
communication verbs, see verbs – 

communication verbs
communicative purpose, see register - 

communicative purpose
complement clauses, 61, 131–132
composition of the web, 4–6, 12, 29, 31–36, 41

contrasted with composition of published 
writing, 8

frequency of general registers, 29
frequency of speciic sub-registers, 31–36
perceptions contrasted with empirical 

indings, 29–31
conditional clauses, 65–67, 128–129, 

154–155, 167–168, 186–187
CORE, see Corpus of Online Registers of 

English
corpus design and construction

methodological issues, 8, 12, 13, 16, 27, 
70–71

corpora of printed written registers, 8, 26, 27
Corpus of Global Web-based English 

(GloWbE), 13
Corpus of Online Registers of English 

(CORE), 13, 14–18
searchable online interface, 19
linguistic analysis of, 21–25

dependent clauses, see adverbial clauses;  
complement clauses; relative clauses

description of a person
descriptive statistics for key features, 235
Dimension 8 characteristics, 69
frequency on the web, 34
key feature analysis, 164–165
keyword analysis, 165–166
multi-dimensional characteristics, 
situational characteristics, 143–145
text excerpts, 69, 143–145, 164–165

description with intent to sell
descriptive statistics for key features, 228
frequency on the web, 37
key feature analysis, 125–126
keyword analysis, 126–128
multi-dimensional characteristics, 116, 117
situational characteristics, 108, 110–112
text excerpts, 110, 126–128

Dimension 1: ‘Oral-involved versus literate’, 
50, 56–64

Linguistic features illustrated in texts, 57, 
58, 59, 60
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Dimension 2: ‘Oral elaboration’, 51, 56–64
Linguistic features illustrated in texts, 61

Dimension 3: ‘Oral clausal narrative versus 
literate nominal information’, 51–52, 
56–64

Linguistic features illustrated in texts, 62, 63
Dimension 4: ‘Reported communication’, 52, 65
Dimension 5: ‘Irrealis versus informational 

narration’, 53, 65–67
Linguistic features illustrated in texts, 66

Dimension 6: ‘Procedural/explanatory 
discourse’, 53–54, 67–68

Linguistic features illustrated in texts, 67, 68
Dimension 7: ‘Nominal/literate stance’, 54, 68

Linguistic features illustrated in texts, 68
Dimension 8: ‘Description of humans’, 55, 69

Linguistic features illustrated in texts, 69
Dimension 9: ‘Non-technical explanation or 

description’, 55, 69
Linguistic features illustrated in texts, 69

discussion forums, see also interactive 
discussion

frequency on the web, 37

editorials, 112
elaborated discourse, see Dimension 2
encyclopedia articles

descriptive statistics for key features, 234
Dimension 8 characteristics, 69
frequency on the web, 34
key feature analysis, 162
keyword analysis, 162–164
multi-dimensional characteristics,  

150, 152
situational characteristics, 141–143
text excerpts, 141–143, 162–164

FAQs
descriptive statistics for key features, 236
Dimension 5 characteristics, 66
Dimension 6 characteristics, 67
frequency on the web, 37
key feature analysis, 167–168
keyword analysis, 168–169
situational characteristics, 145–146
text excerpts, 66, 67, 145–146, 167–169

ictional short stories 
descriptive statistics for key features, 226
Dimension 2 characteristics, 79
Dimension 3 characteristics, 62
Dimension 4 characteristics, 65
Dimension 8 characteristics, 69, 80
frequency on the web, 31, 32
key feature analysis, 101–103
keyword analysis, 103–105
multi-dimensional characteristics, 81

situational characteristics, 75, 79
text excerpts, 62, 78, 101–105

Fleiss’ Kappa, 43

GloWbE, see Corpus of Global Web-based 
English

grammatical analyses, see key feature 
analysis; linguistic analyses

historical articles
descriptive statistics for key features, 224
Dimension 1 characteristics, 60, 79
Dimension 4 characteristics, 65
frequency on the web, 32
key feature analysis, 94–96
keyword analysis, 96–98
multi-dimensional characteristics, 81
situational characteristics, 75, 77
text excerpts, 60, 95, 96–98

history of the internet, 1–3
how-to/instructional registers

descriptive statistics for key features, 231
Dimension 5 characteristics, 66
Dimension 6 characteristics, 67
Dimension 9 characteristics, 69
frequency on the web, 30
frequency of speciic sub-registers, 37
key feature analysis, 154–155
keyword analysis, 155–157
multi-dimensional characteristics, 150, 151
perceptual reality of, 38
situational characteristics, 136, 137–138
text excerpts, 66, 67, 139, 140, 156

hybrid registers, 9, 16, 29, 41, 200–208, see also 
narrative+informational description

common hybrid registers, 200–201
compared to general register categories, 

206–208
Dimension 1 characteristics, 207
Dimension 3 characteristics, 206
Dimension 5 characteristics, 207
frequency on the web, 30, 200–201, 202, 

203–205
how-to hybrids, 207
hybrid news documents, 31
hybrid sub-registers, 203–205
informational hybrids, 206
multi-dimensional characteristics, 206–208
narrative hybrids, 206
opinion hybrids, 206, 207
text excerpts, 201, 202–203
3-way hybrid registers, 202, 203

informational blogs
descriptive statistics for key features, 237
frequency on the web, 34
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key feature analysis, 170–171
keyword analysis, 171–173
multi-dimensional characteristics, 150, 152
situational characteristics, 146–148
text excerpts, 146–148, 170–173

informational descriptions / explanations / 
procedures, 4, 5, 6, see also how-to/
instructional registers; recipes; 
research articles; encyclopedia 
articles; descriptions-of-a-person; 
FAQs; informational blogs; other 
informational registers; hybrid 
registers

frequency on the web, 30
frequency of speciic sub-registers, 33–35
general informational description as a sub-

register, 33–35, 136, see also other 
informational registers

linguistic variation within register 
categories, 152–154

multi-dimensional characteristics, 150
perceptual reality of, 38
situational characteristics, 136–149
web documents distinguished from print 

documents, 7
informational discourse, see Dimension 

1; Dimension 3; Dimension 5; 
Dimension 6; Dimension 7; Dimension 
9; informational descriptions / 
explanations / procedures

informational persuasion, see also opinion/
advice/persuasion registers

frequency on the web, 30
frequency of speciic sub-registers, 37
perceptual reality of, 38

interactive discussion
descriptive statistics for key features, 239
Dimension 1 characteristics, 58, 181
Dimension 5 characteristics, 65–67
frequency on the web, 30
frequency of speciic sub-registers, 37
key feature analysis, 186–187
keyword analysis, 187–189
multi-dimensional characteristics, 183
perceptual reality of, 38
situational characteristics, 178, 179
text excerpts, 58, 180, 186–189

interviews, 
descriptive statistics for key features, 241
Dimension 1 characteristics, 181
frequency on the web, 37
key feature analysis, 192–193
keyword analysis, 193–194
multi-dimensional characteristics, 183
situational characteristics, 179–181
text excerpts, 182, 192–194

involved discourse, see Dimension 1
irrealis discourse, 53, 65–67, 117–118, 151, 

207, see also Dimension 5

key feature analysis, see also individual 
registers

linguistic features included, 219
descriptive statistics, 221–241
methods 23–25, 213

keyness
lexical, see keyword analysis
grammatical, see key feature analysis

keyword analysis, see also individual  
registers

methods 22–23

lexical analysis see keyword analysis
lexico-grammatical features, 22
linguistic analyses 21–25

tagging, 22
key features, 23–25
keywords, 22–23
lexico-grammatical features in the  

analysis, 22
multi-dimensional analysis, 44–72

linguistic co-occurrence, 45
literate discourse, see Dimension 1; 

Dimension 3; Dimension 7; 
informational descriptions / 
explanations / procedures

lyrical registers, see also song lyrics; poems
descriptive statistics for key features, 240
frequency on the web, 30
frequency of speciic sub-registers, 37
perceptual reality of, 38

Mechanical Turk, 14
modal verbs, see verbs – modals
multi-dimensional analysis, 44–72

dimensions as predictors of register 
variation, 48

linguistic co-occurrence in, 45
methods, 46–48
overview, 44–45

multi-dimensional analysis of web registers, 
44–72, see also Dimension 1 – 
Dimension 9; narrative dimensions; 
oral-literate dimensions

compared to previous MD analyses, 70–71
determining the number of factors, 47
inter-factor correlations, 47
linguistic features included, 47, 217
methods, 46–48
summary of dimensions, 50–55
variation within register categories, 80, 118, 

152–154, 186
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narrative discourse, 64–65, see also 
Dimension 3; Dimension 4; Dimension 
5; narrative registers

narrative registers, 73–105, see also news 
reports; personal blogs; sports reports; 
historical articles; travel blogs; 
ictional short stories; hybrid registers

frequency on the web, 30
frequency of speciic sub-registers, 31–33
linguistic variation within register 

categories, 80
perceptual reality of, 38
situational characteristics, 74–79
summary of MD analysis, 79–83

narrative+informational hybrid register
frequency on the web, 200–201
multi-dimensional characteristics, 206–208
text excerpts, 201, 202–203

news reports, 5, 6
descriptive statistics for key features, 221
Dimension 2 characteristics, 79
Dimension 3 characteristics, 63, 79
Dimension 4 characteristics, 65, 80
frequency on the web, 31, 32
hybrid, 31
key feature analysis, 83–84
keyword analysis, 84–86
multi-dimensional characteristics, 81
situational characteristics, 74, 75
text excerpts, 63, 84, 85, 86
versus news blogs, 31

nouns, see also nominalizations
common nouns, 63, 69, 157–158
concrete nouns, 69
human nouns, 69
place nouns, 98
premodifying, 63
process nouns, 67, 68
proper nouns, 84, 91, 164–165
stance nouns, 68

nominalizations, 84, 159, 162

opinion blogs
descriptive statistics for key features, 227
frequency on the web, 35–36
key feature analysis, 120
keyword analysis, 121–122
multi-dimensional characteristics, 115, 116
situational characteristics, 107, 108, 112
text excerpts, 109, 121–122

opinion/advice/persuasion registers, see also 
opinion blogs; reviews; description-
with-intent-to-sell; advice; religious 
blogs; hybrid registers

frequency on the web, 30
frequency of speciic sub-registers, 35–36

linguistic variation within register 
categories, 118

perceptual reality of, 38
situational characteristics, 107–115
summary of MD analysis, 115–118

oral-literate dimensions, 50, 51, 56–64,  
see also Dimension 1; Dimension 2; 
Dimension 3

oral discourse, see also Dimension 1; 
Dimension 2; Dimension 3

oral registers, see also interactive discussions; 
lyrical registers; song lyrics; interviews; 
TV/movie scripts; text types

frequency on the web, 30
frequency of speciic sub-registers, 37
perceptual reality of, 38
situational characteristics, 178–181
linguistic variation within register 

categories, 186
multi-dimensional characteristics, 183

other informational registers, 33–35, 136
descriptive statistics for key features, 238
frequency on the web, 33–35
key feature analysis, 173
keyword analysis, 173–176
multi-dimensional characteristics, 150, 152
situational characteristics, 33–35, 148–149, 

173–176

passive voice verbs, see verbs – passive voice
perceptual reality of registers, 38–39
personal blogs, 31–33, 203–205

descriptive statistics for key features, 222
Dimension 1 characteristics, 60, 79
Dimension 2 characteristics, 79
Dimension 3 characteristics, 79
frequency on the web, 32
key feature analysis, 86–88
keyword analysis, 88–90
multi-dimensional characteristics, 81
situational characteristics, 75–77, 81, 

203–205
text excerpts, 60, 76, 87, 88–90

persuasion registers, see opinion/advice/
persuasion registers

poems, 179, 181–184, see also lyrical  
registers

premodifying nouns, see nouns – 
premodifying nouns

prepositions, 59, 60, 95, 159, 162
procedural/explanatory discourse see 

Dimension 6; Dimension 9; how-to/
instructional registers; informational 
descriptions/explanations/ 
procedures

process nouns, see nouns – process
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pronouns
irst person, 57, 58, 59, 60, 62, 87, 99, 

186–187, 189–190, 192–193
second person, 57, 58, 59, 60, 65–67, 

128–129, 154–155, 167–168
third person, 62, 91, 102, 164–165

proper nouns, see nouns – proper nouns
published print-media registers, 8, 9, 26

reader comments, 39
recipes, 

descriptive statistics for key features, 232
Dimension 9 characteristics, 69
frequency on the web, 37
key feature analysis, 157–158
keyword analysis, 157–158
multi-dimensional characteristics, 150, 151
situational characteristics, 137–138
text excerpts, 69, 138, 158

register, see also hybrid registers
categories used for the linguistic 

descriptions, 39–41, 42
communicative purpose, 15, 41
external indicators, 9
identiication and classiication, 9, 14–18, 

26, 27, 28–29, 38–41, 196, 214
internet registers contrasted with non-

internet registers, 9, 26, 27
perceptual reality of, 38–39
relations among registers, 196
reconceptualizing, 9, 39, 196, 214,  

215–216
register variation, see also multi-dimensional 

analysis
dimensions as predictors of, 48
distribution of registers on the web, see 

composition of the web
linguistic similarities cutting across register 

categories, 198–199
methods of analysis, 22–25, 26, 197–199, 213
relations among registers, 196
universal patterns, 45
variation within register categories, 80, 118, 

152–154, 186–187
relative clauses, 60, 131–132
religious blogs/sermons

descriptive statistics for key features, 230
Dimension 1 characteristics, 59, 117
frequency on the web, 35–36
key feature analysis, 131–132
keyword analysis, 132–134
multi-dimensional characteristics, 116, 117
situational characteristics, 108, 113
text excerpts, 59, 113, 131–134

reported communication, see Dimension 4; 
news reports

research articles
descriptive statistics for key features, 233
Dimension 1 characteristics, 59
Dimension 6 characteristics, 68
Dimension 7 characteristics, 68
frequency on the web, 34
key feature analysis, 159
keyword analysis, 160–161
multi-dimensional characteristics, 150, 151
situational characteristics, 141
text excerpts, 59, 68, 141, 160

reviews
descriptive statistics for key features, 227
frequency on the web, 35–36
key feature analysis, 123
keyword analysis, 123–124
multi-dimensional characteristics, 116, 117
situational characteristics, 107, 108
text excerpts, 111, 123–124

searchable web, 7
distinguished from the deep web, 7
distinguished from the internet, 7

short stories, see ictional short stories
situational analysis, see also register – 

identiication and classiication
situational characteristics as continuous 

variables, 214
methods, 214

song lyrics
descriptive statistics for key features, 240
Dimension 1 characteristics, 57, 181
Dimension 2 characteristics, 61, 182
Dimension 5 characteristics, 65–67
frequency on the web, 37
key feature analysis, 189–190
keyword analysis, 190–192
multi-dimensional characteristics,  

181–184
situational characteristics, 179
text excerpts, 57, 61, 189–192

spoken registers, see oral registers
sports reports/blogs

descriptive statistics for key features, 223
Dimension 1 characteristics,
Dimension 2 characteristics, 79
Dimension 3 characteristics, 79
frequency on the web, 31, 32
key feature analysis, 90–92
keyword analysis, 92–94
multi-dimensional characteristics, 81
situational characteristics, 74, 75
text excerpts, 91, 93, 94

stance features, 58, 60, 68, 88–89, 125–128, 
192–193, see also Dimension 1; 
Dimension 7
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tagging, 22
text types, 208–213, see also cluster analysis

multi-dimensional characteristics, 211–212
narrative versus non-narrative, 210–212
oral versus literate, 210
oral+involved versus oral+informational, 212
relation to register categories, 211–212

travel blogs
descriptive statistics for key features, 225
Dimension 2 characteristics, 79
Dimension 3 characteristics, 79
Dimension 4 characteristics, 80
Dimension 8 characteristics, 80
frequency on the web, 32
key feature analysis, 98–99
keyword analysis, 99–101
multi-dimensional characteristics, 81
situational characteristics, 75–77
text excerpts, 77, 98–101

TV/movie scripts

Dimension 1 characteristics, 58
Dimension 2 characteristics, 61
frequency on the web, 37
text excerpts, 58, 61

verbs, 58, 59
activity verbs, 62, 68, 91, 128–129, 

157–158
causative verbs, 67, 68
communication verbs, 84, 102
mental verbs, 186–187, 189–190
modals, 65–67, 128–129, 154–155, 

167–168
passive voice, 60, 96–98, 162
past tense, 62, 94, 101
present tense, 186–187, 189–190
progressive aspect, 57, 58, 59, 60, 128–129
stance verbs, see stance features

WH questions, 167–168, 192–193
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