
The Legacies of Totalitarianism

The first political theory of post-Communism examines its implications
for understanding liberty, rights, transitional justice, property rights,
privatization, rule of law, centrally planned public institutions, and the
legacies of totalitarian thought in language and discourse.

The transition to post-totalitarianism was the spontaneous adjustment
of the rights of the late-totalitarian elite to its interest. Post-totalitarian
governments faced severe scarcity in the supply of justice. Rough justice
punished the perpetrators and compensated their victims. Historical
theories of property rights became radical, and consequentialist theories,
conservative.

Totalitarianism in Europe disintegrated but did not end. The legacies
of totalitarianism in higher education met New Public Management,
totalitarian central planning under a new label. Totalitarianism divorced
language from reality through the use of dialectics that identified oppos-
ites and the use of logical fallacies to argue for ideological conclusions.
This book illustrates these legacies in the writings of Habermas, Derrida,
and Žižek about democracy, personal responsibility, dissidence, and
totalitarianism.

Aviezer Tucker is a philosopher and social scientist, author of The
Philosophy of Politics of Czech Dissidents from Patočka to Havel
(2000) and Our Knowledge of the Past: A Philosophy of Historiog-
raphy (2004). He has published extensively in journals such as The
American Interest; Critical Review; Foreign Affairs; History and
Theory; Independent Review; Politics, Philosophy, and Economics;
and Telos. He spent a decade working and conducting research in
post-totalitarian Europe at the Central European University in Prague,
Palacký University, and Charles University in Czech Republic. He has
also taught and held fellowships at Columbia University, New York
University, Trinity College, the Australian National University,
the University of Texas, Austin, and Harvard University.
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Advance praise for The Legacies of Totalitarianism

“Aviezer Tucker does not let us forget the totalitarian past – and with good reason. In
this admirably comprehensive book, he revisits the much-debated (but later ignored)
notions of totalitarianism, late totalitarianism, and post-totalitarianism and offers a
powerful, thought-provoking interpretation of their legacies. Tucker discusses inter-
related issues in elite change, lustration, transitional justice, property rights, and the
configuration of post-totalitarian thinking in a way that opens new insights for academic
debates. This book is a welcome contribution to studies in both political philosophy and
historical sociology.”

András Bozóki,
Professor of Political Science, Central European University

“‘Only dissidents can save us now. This will be the one truly positive legacy of totalitar-
ianism (maybe together with public transportation),’ writes Aviezer Tucker. His book
deals with the negative aspects of this legacy, though – and there are plenty of them, not
only in the East. Essential reading at a time when the history of Central and Eastern
Europe seems unfinished, again.”

Aleksander Kaczorowski,
editor of Aspen Review Central Europe
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To Sophia and Veronika,

Truth and Love, now more than ever.

Pravda a láska musí zvítězit nad lží a nenávistí
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