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This is an archaeological and historical study of Mexico City and Xal-

tocan, focusing on the early years after the Spanish conquest of the

Aztec empire in 1521. The study of households excavated in Mexico

City and the probate inventories of 39 colonizers provides a vivid view

of the material and social lives of the Spanish in what was once the cap-

ital of the Aztec empire. Decades of archaeological and ethnohistorical

research in Xaltocan, a town north of Mexico City, offers a long-term

perspective on daily life, technology, the economy, and the adoption of

Spanish material culture among indigenous people. Through these case

studies, this book examines interpretive strategies used when working

with historical documents and archaeological data. Focusing on the use

of metaphors to guide interpretation, this volume explores the possi-

bilities for interdisciplinary collaboration between historians, archae-

ologists, and anthropologists working on this pivotal period in Latin

American history.

Enrique Rodríguez-Alegría is Associate Professor in the Department of

Anthropology at the University of Texas at Austin. He is the coeditor

of The Menial Art of Cooking: Archaeological Studies of Cooking and

Food Preparation (with Sarah Graff, 2012) and of The Oxford Hand-

book of the Aztecs (with Deborah Nichols, forthcoming). He was a

Fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences

(CASBS) of Stanford University in 201032011 and the recipient of a

Howard Fellowship in 201232013. He has done oeldwork in Central

Mexico since 1996, including volunteer work with the Programa de

Arqueología Urbana of the Templo Mayor Museum in Mexico City, as

well as directing several seasons of excavation in Xaltocan.
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