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POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY

This book illustrates how Aristotle’s ethical concepts such as justice, reci-
procity and friendship offer a basis for his political philosophy. In particular,
it points out the importance of Aristotle for articulating the concept of a
civic relationship and developing a theory of integration, by exploring how
he includes a wide variety of people within the deliberative and judicial pro-
cesses. Comparisons between Aristotle’s own thought and present-day ‘Aris-
totelian’ political theories, such as communitarianism, civic republicanism
and the capabilities approach, are also among the unique approaches offered
by the book and are used to illustrate his original vision of politics. They can
also, however, offer new insights into the problems of how to read his texts
appropriately in their context and why we now need to read them, not only
out of an antiquarian interest, but also out of our concern for politics.

KAZUTAKA INAMURA is Lecturer in the Faculty of Education at Hirosaki
University, Japan.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107110946
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-11094-6 - Justice and Reciprocity in Aristotle’s Political Philosophy
Kazutaka Inamura

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE CLASSICAL STUDIES

General editors
R. L. HUNTER, R. G. OSBORNE, M. MILLETT, D. N. SEDLEY,

G. BETEGH, G. C. HORROCKS, S. P. OAKLEY, W. M. BEARD,
T.J. G. WHITMARSH

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107110946
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-11094-6 - Justice and Reciprocity in Aristotle’s Political Philosophy
Kazutaka Inamura

Frontmatter

More information

JUSTICE AND RECIPROCITY IN ARISTOTLE’S
POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY

KAZUTAKA INAMURA

Hirosaki University

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107110946
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-11094-6 - Justice and Reciprocity in Aristotle’s Political Philosophy
Kazutaka Inamura

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS
University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 8ss, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107110946

© Faculty of Classics, University of Cambridge 2015

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2015
Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Inamura, Kazutaka.
Justice and reciprocity in Aristotle’s political philosophy / Kazutaka Inamura,
Hirosaki University.
pages cm. — (Cambridge classical studies)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-11094-6 (hardback : alk. paper)
I. Aristotle. 2. Political science — Philosophy. 3. Justice. 4. Political science.
I. Title.
JCTI.A7IS3 2015
320.01'T — dc23 2015012659

ISBN 978-1-107-11094-6 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107110946
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11094-6 - Justice and Reciprocity in Aristotle’s Political Philosophy
Kazutaka Inamura

Frontmatter
More information
CONTENTS
Acknowledgements page vii
Abbreviations X
1 Aristotelian political theories in a liberal
democracy I
1.1 Aristotle and present-day ‘Aristotelians’ I
1.2 Method and terminology 25
1.3 Synopsis of chapters 34
2 The good life and a good polis 39
2.1 Ambiguity in Aristotle’s conception of a good polis 39
2.2 Alternative conceptions of a good polis 41
2.3 Distributive justice in political authority 48
2.4 The role of the individual—polis analogy 56
2.5 Conclusion 62
3 Democracy, polity and the mixed constitution 65
3.1 Problems with the concept of ‘democracy’ 65
3.2 Democratic government and democratic sovereignty 69
3.3 Polity and a theory of the mixed constitution 77
3.4 The wisdom of the multitude 85
3.5 Receptions of Aristotle’s theory of the mixed
constitution 96
3.6 Conclusion 104
4 Civic virtue 106
4.1 Arguments about civic virtue 106
4.2 The virtue of a citizen 112
4.3 The scale of rationality 119
4.4 Differences between Aristotle and ‘Aristotelian’
republican theorists 130
4.5 Conclusion 138
5 Civic friendship 143
5.1 Arguments about civic friendship 143
5.2 Sharing and reciprocity in friendship 148
\"

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107110946
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11094-6 - Justice and Reciprocity in Aristotle’s Political Philosophy

Kazutaka Inamura
Frontmatter
More information

Contents

5.3 Sharing and reciprocity of political authority
5.4 Advantage- or virtue-friendship?

5.5 Aristotle’s criticisms of Plato’s Republic

5.6 Conclusion

6 Reciprocity in the political economy

6.1 Problems of the economy in Aristotle’s political
philosophy

6.2 Reciprocity in the exchange of goods

6.3 Particular justice

6.4 Criticisms of commercial activity

6.5 Distribution of property in a polis

6.6 Conclusion

Conclusions

Bibliography
Index locorum
General index

vi

157
162
170
176

179

179
183
190

194
202
213

215
223

238
243

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107110946
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-11094-6 - Justice and Reciprocity in Aristotle’s Political Philosophy
Kazutaka Inamura

Frontmatter

More information

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This book grew out of my PhD thesis (submitted to the Faculty
of Classics, University of Cambridge). First of all, I am grate-
ful to my supervisor, Malcolm Schofield. Supervision meet-
ings with him are some of my best memories. He provided
me with informative comments and encouraged me to develop
my project on Aristotle’s political philosophy. His continuing
and considerable support for all aspects of my PhD life con-
tributed immensely to my enjoyment of studying at Cambridge.
I also wish to thank two examiners of my PhD thesis, Nico-
las Denyer and Melissa Lane; an anonymous reader for Cam-
bridge University Press; and two readers of the Cambridge
Classical Studies series, David Sedley and Robin Osborne, all
of whom offered me useful comments, criticisms and sugges-
tions. Nick and David also kindly examined earlier versions of
Chapters 5 and 6 in the reviewing processes of my PhD course. I
hope that this book appropriately responds to their comments.
I am also grateful to Noburu Notomi, who gave me an oppor-
tunity to concentrate on my research when I was a postdoctoral
researcher of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
at Keio University. Without his kind support, I could not have
developed my research outside the Japanese context of political
philosophy. Finally, I owe a deep debt of gratitude to Takashi
Yamamoto. He introduced me to the study of ancient Greek
philosophy and supported me during my undergraduate and
postgraduate studies at Tokyo University.

Some of the materials in this book have already been pub-
lished elsewhere in other forms. An earlier version of Chapter 6
was published in History of Political Thought, 32 (2011), and
some arguments about the distribution of political authority
in Chapters 2 and 3 appeared in Polis, 29 (2012). A concise
version of Chapter § about civic friendship was published in

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107110946
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-11094-6 - Justice and Reciprocity in Aristotle’s Political Philosophy
Kazutaka Inamura

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

the Annual Review of the Philosophical Association of Japan,
62 (2011). Earlier arguments about civic republicanism are
partly based on my article in The Japanese Journal of Political
Thought, 11 (2011), and arguments about citizenship education
in Chapter 4 draw upon my Japanese article in Studia Classica,
4 (2014). My earliest idea of citizen reciprocity in Chapters 5
and 6 appeared in the Annals of the Society for the History of
Social Thought, 34 (2010).

viil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107110946
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-11094-6 - Justice and Reciprocity in Aristotle’s Political Philosophy
Kazutaka Inamura

Frontmatter

More information

ABBREVIATIONS

Ath. Resp. Atheniensium Respublica (Athenian

Constitution)
DA De Anima (On the Soul)
EE Ethica Eudemia (Eudemian Ethics)
EN Ethica Nicomachea (Nicomachean Ethics)
HA Historia Animalium (History of Animals)
Met. Metaphysica (Metaphysics)
MM Magna Moralia
PA De Partibus Animalium (On the Parts of
Animals)
Pol. Politica (Politics)
Rhet. Rhetorica (Rhetoric)
Top. Topica (Topics)

All the references to page, column and line numbers of the Aris-
totelian texts, except for the Athenian Constitution, are based
on Bekker’s edition. Similarly, references to Plato follow the
pagination of Stephanus.

X

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107110946
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107110946: 


