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Security is a vital subject of study in the twenty-first century and a central
theme in many social science disciplines. This volume provides a compara-
tive analysis of the ways in which the concept of security is theorized and
studied across different disciplines. The book has two objectives: first, to
explore the growing diversity of theories, paradigms, and methods
developed to study security; and, second, to initiate a multidisciplinary
dialogue about the ontological, epistemological, paradigmatic, and norma-
tive aspects of security studies in social sciences. Readers across nine fields
are invited to reflect on their conceptualizations of security and to consider
how an interdisciplinary dialogue can stimulate and enrich the understand-
ing of security in our contemporary world. Analytically sharp yet easy to
read, this is a cutting-edge volume exploring what security is and what it
means in today’s world.

PHILIPPE BOURBEAU is Temporary University Lecturer in the Depart-
ment of Politics and International Studies at the University of Cambridge.
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