
Public Reason Confucianism

“Public reason Confucianism” is a particular style of Confucian demo-
cratic perfectionism that calls on an active role for the democratic state
in promoting a Confucian conception of the good life; at the heart of
which are such values as filial piety and ritual propriety. It is also fully
compatible with core values of democracy such as popular sovereignty,
political equality, and the right to political participation.
Sungmoon Kim presents “public reason Confucianism” as the most

attractive option for contemporary East Asian societies that are histor-
ically and culturally Confucian.

sungmoon kim is Professor of Political Theory at City University of
Hong Kong.
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in East Asia: Theory and Practice (Cambridge University Press, 2014).
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nonneutral promotion of Confucianism in my democratic theory and my
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cratic political theory and examining its constitutional implications.
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cianism in mediation of public reason, understood as the reason of
democratic citizens. I argue that if the idea of Confucian democracy is
reformulated in terms of public reason Confucianism and Confucian
democratic perfectionism is reconceived from the broader perspective of
democratic constitutionalism, the practical distinction between moral
virtue and civic virtue becomes an unavoidable feature of the modern
democratic and constitutional Confucian polity. I hope that readers can
not only see clearly how some of the most challenging philosophical
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