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Institutional Slavery

The traditional image of slavery begins with a master and a slave.
However, not all slaves had traditional masters; some were owned
instead by institutions, such as church congregations, schools, colleges,
and businesses. This practice was pervasive in early Virginia; its educa-
tional, religious, and philanthropic institutions were literally built on
the backs of slaves. Virginia’s first industrial economy was also devel-
oped with the skilled labor of African American slaves.

This book focuses on institutional slavery in Virginia as it was
practiced by the Anglican and Presbyterian churches, free schools, and
four universities: the College of William and Mary, Hampden-Sydney
College, the University of Virginia, and Hollins College. It also exam-
ines the use of slave labor by businesses and the Commonwealth of
Virginia in industrial endeavors. This is an account not only of how
institutions used slavery to further their missions but also of the slaves
who belonged to these institutions.

Jennifer Oast is an associate professor of history at Bloomsburg
University of Pennsylvania.
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For my mother
“Her children arise up, and call her blessed.”

Proverbs 31:28

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107105270
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-10527-0 - Institutional Slavery: Slaveholding Churches, Schools, Colleges, and
Businesses in Virginia, 1680-1860

Jennifer Oast

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107105270
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-10527-0 - Institutional Slavery: Slaveholding Churches, Schools, Colleges, and
Businesses in Virginia, 1680-1860

Jennifer Oast

Frontmatter
More information
Contents

Acknowledgments page ix

Introduction 1
1 “Unlawful for Any Christian”? Slave-owning Anglican

and Episcopal Churches 14
2 “The Legacies of Well Inclin’d Gentlemen”: Slave-owning

Free Schools 50
3 “The Worst Kind of Slavery”: Slave-owning Presbyterian

Churches 87
4 “So Large a Family as the College”: Slavery at the College

of William and Mary 126
5 “Faithful and Valuable”: Slavery at Hampden-Sydney College,

the University of Virginia, and the Hollins Institute 159
6 “To Make a Trifle for Themselves”: Industries as

Institutional Slaveholders 203

Conclusion 232
Bibliography 241
Index 257

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107105270
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-10527-0 - Institutional Slavery: Slaveholding Churches, Schools, Colleges, and
Businesses in Virginia, 1680-1860

Jennifer Oast

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107105270
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-10527-0 - Institutional Slavery: Slaveholding Churches, Schools, Colleges, and
Businesses in Virginia, 1680-1860

Jennifer Oast

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments

This book began as my doctoral dissertation at the College of William
and Mary, and I am grateful to the many individuals there who helped me
bring this work into being. First, I owe my advisor, James P. Whittenburg,
a great debt for the confidence and faith he has shown in me from my
undergraduate days to the present. Professor Whittenburg has been a ter-
rific coach and has always given me good advice. I will never be able to
repay him personally but can only attempt to honor him by being a men-
tor to my own students. The members of my dissertation committee all
provided thoughtful and helpful feedback. Along with my advisor, Jim
Whittenburg, I am very grateful to Carol Sheriff, Dale Hoak, and Terry
Meyers for serving on my committee and for helping to make my work
better.

I received assistance from many helpful archivists during my years
of research, chief among them Margaret Cook, archivist emeritus at the
College of William and Mary. She has also been a friend and advisor since
my earliest days at the College, and I am thankful for the personal inter-
est she took in my research. Two others at William and Mary who were
particularly helpful are Terry Meyers from the Department of English,
and Joseph Jones, the director of the William and Mary Center for
Archaeological Research. Professor Meyers directed me to new sources,
took an interest in my work, and even volunteered to read a draft long
before I asked him to serve on my dissertation committee. Joe Jones
helped me find an obscure and seemingly lost archaeological report, and
also took an active interest in my research.

I appreciate the efforts of librarians and archivists at the Library of
Virginia, the Virginia Historical Society, Hampden-Sydney College,

X

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107105270
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-10527-0 - Institutional Slavery: Slaveholding Churches, Schools, Colleges, and
Businesses in Virginia, 1680-1860

Jennifer Oast

Frontmatter

More information

X Acknowledgments

Hollins University, and the University of Virginia. At the last of these, the
librarians put me in touch with independent researcher Gayle Schulman.
She graciously shared with me her own research and thoughts on slavery
at the University of Virginia and has encouraged me in my own work
since I had the pleasure of being introduced to her. The Roy R. Charles
Center at William and Mary provided a small but most welcome grant
that made it possible for me to travel to those archives and libraries to
do research for this dissertation. I was able to devote an entire semes-
ter to research alone because of the generosity of the General Society
for Colonial Wars, who awarded me a George Washington Fellowship
in 2004.

My work is much better for the help of those who commented on
drafts of my work. These include the very helpful readers at Cambridge
University Press, whose names I may not know but whose careful advice
I appreciate so much. They will see the fruits of their labor through-
out this book. I have also been so fortunate as to have others working
on topics related to institutional slavery read and comment on parts of
this book, especially Alfred Brophy and Mark Auslander, whose sincere
interest in my work has made them both friends and mentors. Part of the
third chapter of this book was first published as an article in the Journal
of Southern History titled ““The Worst Kind of Slavery’: Slave-owning
Presbyterian Churches in Prince Edward County, Virginia,” and [ am very
grateful for the guidance of the editors and readers there, and appreciate
the journal’s willingness to let me reprint material from that article.

At Bloomsburg University, my entire department has been supportive
of my research and teaching; I am especially grateful to William Baillie,
English Professor Emeritus, and my colleague in the History Department,
Jeanette Keith, for reading and commenting on parts of this work. When
my work was still trying to become a dissertation, Beth Kreydatus, a dear
friend and member of my Ph.D. cohort, took time away from her own
work to read and comment on mine. My most important reader was my
mother, Margaret Bridges, who has carefully read everything I have writ-
ten, and who was my toughest and best critic. She also provided constant
moral support and assisted me with child care many times so that I could
spend more time writing. Without her help, this book may never have
been written, and so this work is dedicated to her.

Finally, T wish to thank the friends and family members who
have encouraged me throughout this long process. I have particu-
larly appreciated the support of graduate school friends Beth and
Matthew Kreydatus, Scott Ebhardt, Melissa Ooten, and Sarah and Art

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107105270
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-10527-0 - Institutional Slavery: Slaveholding Churches, Schools, Colleges, and
Businesses in Virginia, 1680-1860

Jennifer Oast

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments xi

Trembanis. Many other friends and colleagues here in Bloomsburg, too
numerous to mention individually without the risk of leaving someone
out, have shown interest in my work, which has kept me motivated.
In particular, I wish to recognize the influence of my late grandmother
Janice Weyant and her friends at the Geisinger Bloomsburg Health
Care Center, especially Donald Drumm. These silver-haired cheer-
leaders expressed so much interest in my progress, and I am grateful
for their encouragement. Most of all, I want to thank my husband,
John, and my daughters, Rose and Lila, for their patience and help.
My daughters, in particular, have never known a time when I was not
working on this book. All three of them have made many sacrifices so
that I could pursue this research, and T will always be thankful for their
support of my dreams.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107105270
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107105270: 


