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� Carefully selected suggestions for further reading are provided for each chapter.

Louise Cummings is Professor of Linguistics at Nottingham Trent University. She is a member of
the Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists, and is registered with the Health and Care
Professions Council in the UK.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09920-3 - Pragmatic and Discourse Disorders: A Workbook
Louise Cummings
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107099203
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09920-3 - Pragmatic and Discourse Disorders: A Workbook
Louise Cummings
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107099203
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Pragmatic and Discourse Disorders

A Workbook

LOUISE CUMMINGS

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09920-3 - Pragmatic and Discourse Disorders: A Workbook
Louise Cummings
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107099203
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107491960

C© Louise Cummings 2015

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2015

Printed in the United Kingdom by TJ International Ltd. Padstow Cornwall

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

Cummings, Louise, author.
Pragmatic and discourse disorders : a workbook / Louise Cummings.

pages cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-09920-3 (hardback)
1. Speech disorders. 2. Pragmatics. 3. Language disorders. I. Title.
RC423.C866 2015
616.85′506 – dc23 2015012664

ISBN 978-1-107-09920-3 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-107-49196-0 Paperback

Additional resources for this publication at www.cambridge.org/9781107491960

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09920-3 - Pragmatic and Discourse Disorders: A Workbook
Louise Cummings
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107099203
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Preface page vii

Acknowledgements ix

List of data analysis exercises x

1 Introduction to pragmatic and discourse disorders 1
Section A: Short-answer questions 3

1.1 Pragmatics and discourse in human communication 3
1.2 Disorders of pragmatics and discourse 5
1.3 Clinical distinctions 8

Section B: Clinical scenarios 10
1.4 Pragmatics and discourse in human communication 10
1.5 Disorders of pragmatics and discourse 13
1.6 Clinical distinctions 15

Suggestions for further reading 17

2 Developmental pragmatic and discourse disorders 18
Section A: Short-answer questions 20

2.1 Pragmatic language impairment 20
2.2 Intellectual disability 22
2.3 Autism spectrum disorder 25
2.4 Childhood traumatic brain injury 27
2.5 Epileptic syndromes 28
2.6 Childhood cancer 30

Section B: Data analysis exercises 33
2.7 Pragmatic language impairment 33
2.8 Intellectual disability 59
2.9 Autism spectrum disorder 64
2.10 Childhood traumatic brain injury 81
2.11 Epileptic syndromes 85
2.12 Childhood cancer 91

Suggestions for further reading 93

3 Acquired pragmatic and discourse disorders 95
Section A: Short-answer questions 97

3.1 Acquired aphasia 97
3.2 Right-hemisphere language disorder 99
3.3 Traumatic brain injury 101
3.4 Dementias 103

v

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09920-3 - Pragmatic and Discourse Disorders: A Workbook
Louise Cummings
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107099203
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CONTENTS

3.5 Neurodegenerative disorders 105
3.6 Central nervous system infections 106

Section B: Data analysis exercises 108
3.7 Acquired aphasia 108
3.8 Right-hemisphere language disorder 126
3.9 Traumatic brain injury 131
3.10 Dementias 139
3.11 Neurodegenerative disorders 150
3.12 Central nervous system infections 153

Suggestions for further reading 155

4 Mental health and pragmatic and discourse disorders 156
Section A: Short-answer questions 158

4.1 Schizophrenia 158
4.2 Bipolar disorder 160
4.3 Personality disorder 162
4.4 Emotional disturbance in children 163
4.5 Behavioural disorders in children 165

Section B: Data analysis exercises 166
4.6 Schizophrenia 166
4.7 Bipolar disorder 174
4.8 Personality disorder 179
4.9 Emotional disturbance in children 181
4.10 Behavioural disorders in children 183

Suggestions for further reading 184

5 Pragmatics and discourse in other disorders and populations 186
Data analysis exercises 187

5.1 Early corrective heart surgery 187
5.2 Functional illiteracy 189
5.3 Hearing loss 191
5.4 Augmentative and alternative communication 192
5.5 Aging and the elderly 196

Suggestions for further reading 197

Answers to questions and exercises 198

Glossary 242

References 252

Index 257

vi

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09920-3 - Pragmatic and Discourse Disorders: A Workbook
Louise Cummings
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107099203
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Preface

The need for a workbook on pragmatic and discourse disorders has been apparent to me
for some time. Like many other instructors, I have been frustrated at the lack of available
resources in this area of communication disorders. While published texts and data in clinical
phonetics and phonology are commonplace, lecturers on speech–language pathology (SLP)
courses have always had to do extra work to secure similar material on pragmatic and
discourse disorders for use with their students. This lack of resources can be explained in
part by the fact that pragmatics and discourse are still relative newcomers to linguistics in
general and to the study of language pathology in particular. These important linguistic
disciplines have not had as much time as phonology and syntax to become embedded in
SLP curricula. Certainly, pragmatics and discourse do not command the same emphasis
within the clinical education of SLP students as structural aspects of language (e.g. syntax
and semantics). An essential first step in giving pragmatic and discourse disorders the
prominence they deserve is the availability of accessible material that can be readily
employed with SLP students in the clinic and in the classroom. This workbook is intended
to be just such a resource.

In devising this workbook, my overriding aim has been to give its readers maximum
exposure to data obtained from children and adults with impaired pragmatic and dis-
course skills. These data take a number of forms. There are transcriptions of conversa-
tional exchanges between clinicians, clients and family members. Non-dialogical forms of
discourse are also used throughout the volume. These include the production of narratives
which are either generated spontaneously or are elicited through specific discourse tasks
(e.g. storytelling based on the events depicted in a wordless picture book or in a sequence of
pictures). The use of procedural discourse to give directions to an individual or to explain
the rules of a game to a listener will be examined on occasion. Referential communication
tasks which involve naı̈ve listeners are the source of some of the data which will be featured
in the following pages. Alongside the production of discourse there will be consideration
of a range of data relating to the comprehension of discourse and pragmatic aspects of
language. This includes the ability to draw causal and temporal inferences during story
listening and to respond to pragmatically demanding questions. In short, no aspect of
the pragmatic and discourse performance of clients is omitted from consideration in this
workbook.

The workbook also acknowledges that the successful analysis of clinical data is only
possible under certain conditions. These conditions include a sound understanding of the
types of clients who are likely to experience pragmatic and discourse disorders. Among
these clients are children and adults with autism spectrum disorder, intellectual disability
and traumatic brain injury. Alongside these well-known conditions there are a number of
other client groups in which pragmatic and discourse disorders are only just beginning
to be captured (e.g. adults with non-Alzheimer dementias). It is vitally important for SLP
students to have knowledge of all aspects of these conditions and of their likely impact
on language and communication. To this end, four chapters in the workbook contain a
number of short-answer questions which are designed to test students’ knowledge of the

vii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09920-3 - Pragmatic and Discourse Disorders: A Workbook
Louise Cummings
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107099203
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


PREFACE

clinical conditions in which pragmatic and discourse disorders are found. These questions
will serve instructors well both as classroom exercises and as assessment tasks. With answers
provided to all questions, SLP students can also use them independently of their tutors
to test their knowledge of particular topics. Additional features of the volume, which will
be equally useful to instructors and students, are a detailed glossary of clinical terms and
numerous suggestions for further reading.
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