
REASONS, RIGHTS, AND VALUES

A central concern in recent ethical thinking is reasons for action and
their relation to obligations, rights, and values. This collection of
recent essays by Robert Audi presents an account of what reasons
for action are, how they are related to obligation and rights, and
how they figure in virtuous conduct. In addition, Audi reflects in his
opening essay on his theory of reasons for action, his common-sense
intuitionism, and his widely debated principles for balancing religion
and politics. Reasons are shown to be basic elements in motivation,
grounded in experience, and crucial for justifying actions and for
understanding rights. Audi’s clear and engaging essays make these
advanced debates accessible to students as well as scholars, and this
volume will be a valuable resource for readers interested in ethical
theory, political theory, applied ethics, or philosophy of action.

robert audi is John A. O’Brien Professor of Philosophy at the
University of Notre Dame. He has published numerous books and
papers, including The Good in the Right: A Theory of Intuition and
Intrinsic Value (2004), Practical Reasoning and Ethical Decision (2006),
Moral Value and Human Diversity (2007), Democratic Authority and
the Separation of Church and State (2011), Moral Perception (2013),
and is Editor-in-Chief of The Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy,
third edition (forthcoming, 2015). He is also a past president of the
American Philosophical Association and a former editor of Journal of
Philosophical Research.
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Preface

The essays in this book represent an integrated selection from the many
that I have written in ethics since the publication of my Moral Knowledge
and Ethical Character in 1997. All of the essays concern one or another
aspect of practical reason, but they are grouped to provide, in each case,
a detailed treatment of an important subfield of ethics or a major moral
question. Part I focuses on reasons for action and develops a theory of both
their nature and their grounds. Part II presents my own ethical theory,
which, though continuous with the view of W. D. Ross, has been called
“the new intuitionism” because of its developments beyond Ross’s view,
particularly in bringing to bear results from my several decades of work in
epistemology. Part III presents views growing from those in the previous
parts: a conception of rights, especially as applicable to practical ethics;
a political philosophy as applied to the realm of religion and politics;
and a sketch of cosmopolitanism in contrast with both nationalism and
patriotism.

Each part is designed to be usable in teaching in areas of ethics that
overlap or coincide with those of its essays. Part I might be integrated into
a course on practical reason, the theory of value, or metaethics. Part II
can be used both in general ethics and in studies of intuitionism, of obli-
gation, or of virtue. It connects all of these areas, and also formulates a
Kantian version of intuitionism that has aroused interest both among those
interested in intuitionism and in a number of people working in (or on)
Kantian ethics. Part III may be of interest both for ethics courses and for a
number of courses in political philosophy.

With one exception, the essays appear in essentially their previously
published versions with only the minor corrections that come with a second
round of copy-editing. The exception is Chapter 8, which has previously
appeared only in Polish and has been shortened and somewhat revised
for this book. The introduction provides a sense of both the content
and the unity of the book and may be helpful to students as well as to
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viii Preface

professional readers. My hope, however – which has much influenced my
selection of papers for publication here – is that the clarity of the papers
and their many concrete examples will make them accessible to educated
non-specialist readers interested in the topics.
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