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Theirs was the task (and nobly they performed it) to possess
themselves, and through themselves, us, of this goodly land; and to
uprear upon its hills and its valleys, a political edifice of liberty and

equal rights; ‘tis ours only, to transmit these, the former,
unprofaned by the foot of an invader; the latter, undecayed by the
lapse of time and untorn by usurpation, to the latest generation that
fate shall permit the world to know. This task of gratitude to our
fathers, justice to ourselves, duty to posterity, and love for our
species in general, all imperatively require us faithfully to perform.
—Abrabam Lincoln
Our country — this great Republic — means nothing unless it means
the triumph of a real democracy, the triumph of popular
government, and, in the long run, of an economic system under
which each man shall be guaranteed the opportunity to show the
best that there is in him. That is why the history of America is now
the central feature of the history of the world; for the world has set
its face hopefully toward our democracy; and, O my fellow citizens,
each one of you carries on your shoulders not only the burden of
doing well for the sake of your own country, but the burden of
doing well and of seeing that this nation does well for the sake of

mankind.
—Theodore Roosevelt
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