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       R E ASON OF STAT E 

 Th is historically embedded treatment of theoretical debates about pre-

rogative and reason of state spans over four centuries of constitutional 

development. Commencing with the English Civil War and the con-

stitutional theories of Hobbes and the Republicans, it moves through 

eighteenth-century arguments over jealousy of trade and commercial 

reason of state to early imperial concerns and the nineteenth-century 

debate on the legislative empire, to martial law and twentieth-century 

articulations of the state at the end of empire. It concludes with refl ections 

on the contemporary post-imperial security state. 

 Th e book synthesizes a wealth of theoretical and empirical literature 

that allows a link to be made between the development of constitutional 

ideas and global  realpolitik . It exposes the relationship between internal 

and external pressures and designs in the making of the modern con-

stitutional polity and explores the relationship between law, politics and 

economics in a way that remains rare in constitutional scholarship. 

  Thomas Poole  is Professor of Law at the London School of Economics 

and Political Science.   
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    Cambridge Studies in Constitutional Law   

  Th e aim of this series is to produce leading monographs in constitutional 

law. All areas of constitutional law and public law fall within the ambit of 

the series, including human rights and civil liberties law, administrative 

law, as well as constitutional theory and the history of constitutional law. 

A wide variety of scholarly approaches is encouraged, with the governing 

criterion being simply that the work is of interest to an international audi-

ence. Th us, works concerned with only one jurisdiction will be included 

in the series as appropriate, while, at the same time, the series will include 

works which are explicitly comparative or theoretical  – or both. Th e 

series editors likewise welcome proposals that work at the intersection 

of constitutional and international law, or that seek to bridge the gaps 

between civil law systems, the US, and the common law jurisdictions of 

the Commonwealth. 
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 Law, Prerogative and Empire 
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   For my mother, Anne, and in memory of my father, Michael.     
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   Novis orbis victus vos vicit  

  (Th e New World, conquered by you, has conquered you in its turn)  

 Lipsius    

www.cambridge.org/9781107089891
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08989-1 — Reason of State
Thomas Poole 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

ix

   C O N T E N T S    

  Acknowledgements      x  

  1     Th e safety of the people: from prerogative to 
reason of state      1  

  2     Prerogative in early-modern state theory      19  

  3     Republican principles of state and empire      61  

  4     Jealousy of trade: reason of state and 
commercial empire      100  

  5     Reason of state in the fi rst age of global 
imperialism      132  

  6     Reason of state and the legislating empire      168  

  7     War, law and the modern state      210  

  8     Rights, risk and reason of state      245  

      Index      292   

www.cambridge.org/9781107089891
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08989-1 — Reason of State
Thomas Poole 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

x

  A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S   

 I have enjoyed writing this book immensely. I hope this comes across. Th e 
idea sprang from a series of conversations with the Cambridge Studies in 
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tribution to David Dyzenhaus and Th omas Poole (eds.),  Hobbes and the 
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