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This historically embedded treatment of theoretical debates about pre-
rogative and reason of state spans over four centuries of constitutional
development. Commencing with the English Civil War and the con-
stitutional theories of Hobbes and the Republicans, it moves through
eighteenth-century arguments over jealousy of trade and commercial
reason of state to early imperial concerns and the nineteenth-century
debate on the legislative empire, to martial law and twentieth-century
articulations of the state at the end of empire. It concludes with reflections
on the contemporary post-imperial security state.

The book synthesizes a wealth of theoretical and empirical literature
that allows a link to be made between the development of constitutional
ideas and global realpolitik. It exposes the relationship between internal
and external pressures and designs in the making of the modern con-
stitutional polity and explores the relationship between law, politics and
economics in a way that remains rare in constitutional scholarship.

THOMAS POOLE is Professor of Law at the London School of Economics
and Political Science.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107089891
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08989-1 — Reason of State
Thomas Poole

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN CONSTITUTIONAL LAW

The aim of this series is to produce leading monographs in constitutional
law. All areas of constitutional law and public law fall within the ambit of
the series, including human rights and civil liberties law, administrative
law, as well as constitutional theory and the history of constitutional law.
A wide variety of scholarly approaches is encouraged, with the governing
criterion being simply that the work is of interest to an international audi-
ence. Thus, works concerned with only one jurisdiction will be included
in the series as appropriate, while, at the same time, the series will include
works which are explicitly comparative or theoretical — or both. The
series editors likewise welcome proposals that work at the intersection
of constitutional and international law, or that seek to bridge the gaps
between civil law systems, the US, and the common law jurisdictions of
the Commonwealth.

Series Editors David Dyzenhaus
Professor of Law and Philosophy, University of Toronto, Canada
Adam Tomkins
John Millar Professor of Public Law, University of Glasgow, UK
Editorial Advisory Board T.R.S. Allan, Cambridge, UK
Damian Chalmers, LSE, UK
Sujit Choudhry, Toronto, Canada
Monica Claes, Maastricht, Netherlands
David Cole, Georgetown, USA
K.D. Ewing, King’s College London, UK
David Feldman, Cambridge, UK
Cora Hoexter, Witwatersrand, South Africa
Christoph Moellers, Goettingen, Germany
Adrienne Stone, Melbourne, Australia
Adrian Vermeule, Harvard, USA

Books in the series

Reason of State: Law, Prerogative and Empire
Thomas Poole

Bills of Rights in the Common Law
Robert Leckey

The Guardian of the Constitution: Hans Kelsen and Carl Schmitt on the
Limits of Constitutional Law
Translated by Lars Vinx, with an introduction and notes by Lars Vinx

Parliamentary Bills of Rights: The Experiences of New Zealand and the
United Kingdom Experiences
Janet L. Hiebert and James B. Kelly

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107089891
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08989-1 — Reason of State
Thomas Poole

Frontmatter

More Information

Lawyering for the Rule of Law: Government Lawyers and the Rise of
Judicial Power in Israel
Yoav Dotan

Balancing Constitutional Rights: The Origins and Meanings of Postwar
Legal Discourse
Jacco Bomhoff

Judges on Trial: The Independence and Accountability of the English
Judiciary
Shimon Shetreet and Sophie Turenne

Proportionality and Constitutional Culture
Moshe Cohen-Eliya and Iddo Porat

The Politics of Principle: The First South African Constitutional Court,
1995-2005
Theunis Roux

The New Commonwealth Model of Constitutionalism, Theory and Practice
Stephen Gardbaum

Searching for the State in British Legal Thought, Competing Conceptions of
the Public Sphere

Janet McLean

Judging Social Rights

Jeft King

Proportionality, Constitutional Rights and Their Limitations

Aharon Barak

Parliamentary Sovereignty, Contemporary Debates
Jeftrey Goldsworthy

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107089891
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08989-1 — Reason of State
Thomas Poole

Frontmatter

More Information

REASON OF STATE

Law, Prerogative and Empire

THOMAS POOLE

Y CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107089891
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08989-1 — Reason of State
Thomas Poole

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107089891

© Thomas Poole 2015

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2015
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Poole, Thomas (Thomas M.), author.

Reason of state : law, prerogative and empire / Thomas Poole.
pages cm. - (Cambridge studies in constitutional law ; 14)
Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-1-107-08989-1 (hardback)

1. Reason of state. 2. Economic policy. 3. Imperialism. I. Title.
K3169.P667 2015
340".11-dc23
2015005647

ISBN 978-1-107-08989-1 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107089891
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08989-1 — Reason of State
Thomas Poole

Frontmatter

More Information

For my mother, Anne, and in memory of my father, Michael.
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Novis orbis victus vos vicit
(The New World, conquered by you, has conquered you in its turn)
Lipsius
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