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This book explores a cross section of war crimes trials that the Allied
Powers held against the Japanese in the aftermath of World War II.
More than 2,240 trials against some 5,700 suspected war criminals
were carried out at 51 separate locations across the Asia-Pacific region.
This book analyzes fourteen high-profile American, Australian, British,
and Philippine trials, including the Yamashita Trial (1945) and the two
international proceedings (1948–1949) that followed the Tokyo Trial.
By delving into a large body of hitherto underutilized oral and documentary history of the war as contained in the trial records, Yuma
Totani illuminates diverse firsthand accounts of the war that were
offered by former Japanese and Allied combatants, prisoners of war,
and the civilian population. Furthermore, the author makes a systematic inquiry into selected trials to shed light on the highly complex –
and at times contradictory – legal and jurisprudential legacy of Allied
war crimes prosecutions.
Yuma Totani is associate professor of history at the University of
Hawai‘i. She is a recipient of the Postdoctoral Fellowship in Japanese
Studies granted by the Edwin O. Reischauer Institute of Japanese Studies, Harvard University, in 2005–2006; the Abe Fellowship granted by
the Social Science Research Council in 2010–2011; and the Frederick
Burkhardt Residential Fellowship for Recently Tenured Scholars in
2012–2013, during which time she took up residence at the Center for
Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford University. She is
the author of The Tokyo War Crimes Trial: The Pursuit of Justice in the
Wake of World War II (2008) and rendered its Japanese-language translation, Tōkyō saiban: dai-niji taisen go no hō to seigi no tsuikyū (2008).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08762-0 - Justice in Asia and the Pacific Region, 1945–1952: Allied
War Crimes Prosecutions
Yuma Totani
Frontmatter
More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08762-0 - Justice in Asia and the Pacific Region, 1945–1952: Allied
War Crimes Prosecutions
Yuma Totani
Frontmatter
More information

Justice in Asia and the Pacific
Region, 1945–1952
Allied War Crimes Prosecutions

Yuma Totani
University of Hawai‘i

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08762-0 - Justice in Asia and the Pacific Region, 1945–1952: Allied
War Crimes Prosecutions
Yuma Totani
Frontmatter
More information

32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, ny 10013-2473, usa
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University's mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107458086
© Yuma Totani 2015
This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.
First published 2015
Printed in the United States of America
A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.
Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Totani, Yuma, 1972– author.
Justice in Asia and the Pacific region, 1945–1952 : Allied war crimes prosecutions / Yuma Totani.
  pages cm
isbn 978-1-107-08762-0 (hardback) – isbn 978-1-107-45808-6 (paperback)
1. War crime trials – Pacific area – History – 20th century. 2. World War, 1939–1945 – Law
and legislation – Pacific area. 3. World War, 1939–1945 – Atrocities – Pacific area. I. Title.
kz1174.5.t68 2014
341.6’90268–dc23   2014027891
isbn 978-1-107-08762-0 Hardback
isbn 978-1-107-45808-6 Paperback
Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
urls for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press
# 154433 Cust: CUP Au: Totani Pg. No. iv

www.cambridge.org
K

DESIGN SERVICES OF

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08762-0 - Justice in Asia and the Pacific Region, 1945–1952: Allied
War Crimes Prosecutions
Yuma Totani
Frontmatter
More information

To my parents, sisters, and brothers

© in this web service Cambridge University Press
# 154433 Cust: CUP Au: Totani Pg. No. v

www.cambridge.org
K

DESIGN SERVICES OF

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08762-0 - Justice in Asia and the Pacific Region, 1945–1952: Allied
War Crimes Prosecutions
Yuma Totani
Frontmatter
More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08762-0 - Justice in Asia and the Pacific Region, 1945–1952: Allied
War Crimes Prosecutions
Yuma Totani
Frontmatter
More information

Contents

Acknowledgments
Note to the Reader

page ix
xiii

		 Introduction
1 Justice at Manila
2 Prisoner-of-War Administration
3 The Deadly Construction Project
4 In the Name of Asian Co-Prosperity
5 Kalagon and Singapore
6 The Navy High Command
		 Conclusion

1
21
56
77
102
129
156
179

Notes
Works Cited
Index

191
251
267

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08762-0 - Justice in Asia and the Pacific Region, 1945–1952: Allied
War Crimes Prosecutions
Yuma Totani
Frontmatter
More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08762-0 - Justice in Asia and the Pacific Region, 1945–1952: Allied
War Crimes Prosecutions
Yuma Totani
Frontmatter
More information

Acknowledgments

This book project has been made possible with generous funding from various
centers and organizations that have supported my research over the course of
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Tenured Scholars in the academic year 2012–2013, I would like to take this
opportunity to express my heartfelt gratitude once again for the honor and
privilege of the awards and for the generous funding. My gratitude goes also to
the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences (CASBS) at Stanford
University, which accepted my application and accommodated me during the
Burkhardt fellowship year. I am grateful to my home institution at the University of Hawai‘i, too, especially the Department of History, the College of Arts
and Humanities, the Japan Studies Endowment, and the University Research
Council, for providing me with critical research funds and other types of institutional support.
I have been fortunate enough to enjoy the friendship and moral support of
the following individuals in recent years: Jerry Bentley (late), Mary Elizabeth
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Andrew Gordon, Tim McCormack, and Richard Sousa. Each of these individuals has given me encouragement for my career development in general and
this book project in particular. I am also indebted to Iriye Akira for his warm
endorsement of my previous book on the Tokyo Trial, which, in turn, served as
the critical foundation of the present book project. Of these individuals, Jerry
Bentley was a star historian and a dear colleague of ours in the Department of
History at the University of Hawai‘i. He fell gravely ill at the end of 2011 and
passed away on July 15, 2012. He used to be my go-to person when I needed
some level-headed advice on career development, and his office door was always
open for walk-in consultation, just a few doors down across the hallway. He is
sorely missed in our department and in the larger community of world history
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of which he was a pioneer. I came to know Fujita Hisakazu as an authority on
international humanitarian law and a professor emeritus at Kansai University
in Kobe, Japan. An impactful intellectual, yet entirely unassuming and gentlemanly, he passed away rather suddenly, on November 7, 2012. He was working
on a new project, which he mentioned to me when he stopped by to say hello
during my visit to Kansai University in May 2011. I am saddened by the news
that he is no longer with us, and he is sorely missed.
The post-WWII Allied war crimes trials as a field of study has been in the
making for some time. But how it came about and why it grew the way it has in
recent decades would be inexplicable if one fails to recognize the unique contribution of David Cohen. He began exploring the archives of former Allied
Powers in earnest in the 1990s in order to locate the records of thousands of
trials that the Allied authorities held in Europe and in the Far East. It was
largely a solitary research activity in the early years, since few remembered
that these trials had ever taken place or, even if some did, took little interest in
that fact (with the exception, of course, of the people in Germany and Japan).
His archival work culminated in the establishment of the War Crimes Studies
Center at the University of California, Berkeley, in 1999, in order that the new
center could give an institutional framework to his continuing effort to collect
the trial records and build the archives of these trials. His research activities
have branched out into other fields since, including monitoring programs of
present-day international criminal proceedings and human-rights initiatives in
Asia. Presently serving as director of the Worldwide Support for Development
(WSD) Handa Center for Human Rights and International Justice (inaugurated in 2014) at Stanford University, Cohen remains the world’s foremost
scholar in historical studies of war crimes trials. This book is a tribute to his
singular contribution in the field.
On September 3, 2013, I saw news footage of Diane Nyad, 64, wading out
of the water to declare to the world that she finally did it – she swam across
the Straits of Florida, between Cuba and Florida, without a protective cage,
in her fifth attempt in thirty-five years. Her face sunburned and swollen after
swimming in the open sea for nearly fifty-three hours, she seemed somewhat
dazed but still lucid. She told the reporters that she had “three messages” for
them, which were these: “One is we should never, ever give up. Two is you
never are too old to chase your dreams. Three is it looks like a solitary sport,
but it’s a team.” I have not had the honor of meeting Ms. Nyad, nor would
I consider attempting long-distance endurance swimming myself. However,
the third of her messages made a deep impression on me, as the same could
be said of our profession. This field, too, is so gigantic, so complex, and so
intractable that one person cannot handle it alone; it requires teamwork. I
have discovered since I joined the studies of war crimes trials that there are
many who feel the same. As I continue exploring this field, I look forward to
working with present and future colleagues for the further advancement of
war crimes studies.
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What follows is a rather artless way of expressing my appreciation, but
I would like to recognize the following friends and colleagues for sharing
with me their research expertise in war crimes trials and related fields: Dean
Aszkielowicz, Milinda Banerjee, Morten Bergsmo, Anja Bihler, Gideon Boas,
Neil Boister, Timothy Brook, Steve Bullard, Chang Cai, Sharon Chamberlain,
Wui Ling Cheah, Monique Cormier, Robert Cribb, Robert Cryer, Helen
Durham, Sarah Finnin, Georgina Fitzpatrick, Cathy Hutton, Bing Bing Jia,
Nina Jørgensen, Barak Kushner, Judge O-Gon Kwon, Konrad Lawson, Kerstin
von Lingen, Suzannah Linton, Judge Liu Daqun, Mike Mochizuki, Jim Mornane, Narrelle Morris, Lisa Nguyen, Valentyna Polunina, Siegfried Ramler,
Ann-Sophie Schoepfel, Lisette Schouten, Kirsten Sellars, Gerry Simpson,
David Sissons (late), Beatrice Trefalt, Sandra Wilson, Daqing Yang, and Yi
Ping. In addition to these individuals, I have come to know over the course
of my research a number of students, historians, legal scholars, lawyers, and
citizen activists who dedicate significant portions of their intellectual lives to
researching war crimes and engaging in educational activities in Japan. I would
like to acknowledge the following individuals in particular: Arai Shinichi,
Awaya Kentarō, Hayashi Hirofumi, Higurashi Yoshinobu, Honda Katsuichi,
Ikō Toshiya, Ishida Yūji, Kobayashi Motohiro, Kasahara Tokushi, Nakano
Satoshi, Nakazato Nariaki, Philipp Osten, Saji Akito, Shiba Kensuke, Takeda
Kayoko, Tanaka Yuki, Tawara Yoshifumi, Tōgō Kazuhiko, Udagawa Kōta,
Ushimura Kei, Utsumi Aiko, Watanabe Haruki, Yamada Masayuki, Yoshida
Yutaka, and Yoshimi Yoshiaki. I have had the privilege of meeting new friends
and colleagues in China, too, while participating in the International Symposium on the Tokyo Trial on November 12–14, 2013, hosted by Shanghai Jiao
Tong University and cohosted by Soochow University, and the Inauguration of
the Fudan International Criminal Law Center and the Symposium on Old Evidence Collection and War Crimes Trials in Asia on March 5–6, 2014, hosted
by the Fudan University Law School. I look forward to future opportunities
to work with all of those who participated in these events. I would like to
acknowledge the following individuals in particular: Chen Aiguo, Chen Haoran,
Cheng Zhaoqi, Gao Hong, Jiang Fu, Ma Jing, Mei Xiaokan, Xiang Longwan,
Yang Lijun, Zhang Lan, Zhao Yuhui, and Zhu Wenqi. Belatedly, I would like
also to acknowledge the following individuals for providing me with invaluable
guidance during my field research many years ago: A. M. Battacharjee, Sugata
Bose, Partha Chatterjee, Rajeev Dhavan, Sudipta Kaviraj, Bart van Poelgeest,
Ashis Nandy, Debi Prasad Pal, Prasanta Kumar Pal (late) and his brothers and
sisters, Sumit Sarkar, and Peter Romijn.
I received invaluable technical support from Ryan Nakagawa at the College of Arts and Humanities, University of Hawai‘i, and Todd Stock at CASBS,
Stanford University. I would like to thank them once again for their generous
assistance. I am grateful to Cambridge University Press for accepting this book
manuscript and making its publication possible. I would like to express my special
thanks to Lewis Bateman, Shaun Vigil, Shari Chappell, Saradha Chandrahasan,
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and Michael Toporek, as well as a whole crew that has taken charge of production and marketing. There are innumerable individuals whose full names I
did not always learn but who nonetheless gave me tremendous help in researching archival materials at the following locations: the National Archives and
Records Administration, College Park, MD; the National Archives of Japan,
Tokyo; the National Diet Library, Tokyo; the National Institute for Defense
Studies Center for Military History Archives, Tokyo; the National Archives,
Kew, Richmond, Surrey, U.K.; the Imperial War Museums, London, U.K.; the
National Archives of Australia, Melbourne; the Australian War Memorial,
Canberra; and the Hoover Institution Library and Archives. My thanks also
go to the Interlibrary Services staff at Hamilton Library at the University of
Hawai‘i and library staff at CASBS.
During the Abe Fellows’ Retreat in January 2014, a number of fellow scholars generously offered me constructive feedback and words of encouragement
concerning this book project. I would like to acknowledge the following individuals in particular: Araki Takashi, Thomas Berger, Paul Blustein, Joseph
Coleman, Philip Cunningham, Linda Grove, Mary McDonnell, Melissa
Melby, Nagase Nobuko, Leah Nylen, Nicole Restrick Levit, Fernando Rojas,
and Tak Toda-Ozaki. I am also grateful to all Fellows and staff at CASBS for
their moral support and friendship during my fellowship year in 2
 012–2013.
I thank them all once again. The following individuals have been kind enough
to invite me to, or join me at, various speaking engagements, panel sessions,
and lectures pertaining to the studies of the Allied war crimes trials and related
fields: Elizabeth Borgwardt, Lonny Carlile, Evan Dawley, Jon Van Dyke (late),
Martin Dusinberre, Luke Franks, John O. Haley, D
 orothy Hazama, Han
Jung-Sun, Yoko Kanamatsu, Mark Levin, Tosh Minohara, Ti Ngo, Franziska
Seraphim, Shibayama Futoshi, Seiji Shirane, Dan Sneider, Toyoda Maho, and
Lori Watt. My acknowledgments would be incomplete if I fail to mention
my dear students, colleagues, and staff at my present home institution at the
University of Hawai‘i (2008–present); my previous home institution at the
Department of History at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (2006–2008);
the Edwin O. Reischauer Institute of Japanese Studies at Harvard University,
where I spent one academic year as a postdoctoral Fellow (2005–2006); and
the Department of History at the same university, where I was granted an
opportunity in the same academic year to have a brief teaching stint. I am
grateful to all of those who, without reservations, have extended to me at
these campuses friendship, collegiality, and encouragement.
My final words of thanks go to Uncle Ryōji, my maternal great uncle, who
presently lives in northern Japan within a few-hours ride of the bullet train
from Tokyo. He took an interest in my book on the Tokyo Trial some years
back and, despite his advanced age (at 94), he read through it and returned to
me, by way of my mother, a short yet incisive comment in a handwritten letter.
I am hoping that the Japanese translation of this book will make it to him by
2015 when he turns 101 years old.
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Note to the Reader

All translations of Japanese-language sources into English are my own unless
indicated otherwise. All Japanese personal and place names are transliterated
in accordance with the standard style Romanization. But different types of
Romanization may appear in historical sources, such as Tojo Hideki instead
of Tōjō Hideki, Ohta Seiichi instead of Ōta Seiichi, Homma Masaharu instead
of Honma Masaharu, Kato Rimpei instead of Katō Rinpei and kempeitai or
kempei tai instead of kenpeitai (military police force). The former types of
Romanization are retained in the case of direct quotes from sources. Most
Chinese personal and place names are transliterated in accordance with the
internationally accepted pinyin system of Romanization. Exceptions are
made for those names that are better known with alternative Romanization,
such as Chiang Kai-shek instead of Jiang Jieshi, and the Kwantung Army
instead of Guandong Army. Japanese and Chinese names are given in the
traditional manner throughout this book, that is, the family name precedes
the personal name.
The Japanese word “rikugunshō” is commonly translated as the “War Ministry” in historical sources. But this book will use the “Army Ministry” as the
translation of rikugunshō in light of the fact that this ministry was in charge
of administrative matters of the army organizations only. For administration
pertaining to the navy organizations, there was a navy counterpart, kaigunshō
(the Navy Ministry). The English-language translation of words related to rikugunshō, such as its chief minister, vice minister, ministry officials, and documents issued by this ministry, will be similarly translated as army minister,
vice minister of the army, army ministry officials, army ministry notifications,
and so on, and not war minister, vice war minister, war ministry officials, war
ministry notifications, and so on. Exceptions apply, however, in the case of
direct quotes from sources where the terms, “War Ministry,” “war minister,”
and so on, may be used.
xiii
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Note to the Reader

Segments of Chapter 2 (“Prisoner-of-War Administration”) and Chapter 6
(“The Navy High Command”) in this book are incorporated in my forthcoming article, “International Military Tribunals at Tokyo, 1946–1948: Individual
Responsibility for War Crimes,” in Morten Bergsmo, Cheah Wui Ling, and
Yi Ping, eds., Historical Origins of International Criminal Law, vol. 1 (New
York: Torkel Opsahl Academic EPublisher, in press). A modified version of
Chapter 4 (“In the Name of Asian Co-Prosperity”) appears in Georgina Fitzpatrick, Timothy L. H. McCormack, and Narrelle Morris, eds., Australia’s
War Crimes Trials, 1945–51 (Leiden, Netherlands: Brill, in press), under the
title “Crimes against Asians in Command Responsibility Trials.”
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