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This book explores a cross section of war crimes trials that the Allied 
Powers held against the Japanese in the aftermath of World War II. 
More than 2,240 trials against some 5,700 suspected war criminals 
were carried out at 51 separate locations across the Asia-Pacific region. 
This book analyzes fourteen high-profile American, Australian, British, 
and Philippine trials, including the Yamashita Trial (1945) and the two 
international proceedings (1948–1949) that followed the Tokyo Trial. 
By delving into a large body of hitherto underutilized oral and docu-
mentary history of the war as contained in the trial records, Yuma 
Totani illuminates diverse firsthand accounts of the war that were 
offered by former Japanese and Allied combatants, prisoners of war, 
and the civilian population. Furthermore, the author makes a system-
atic inquiry into selected trials to shed light on the highly complex – 
and at times contradictory – legal and jurisprudential legacy of Allied 
war crimes prosecutions.
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xiii

note to the Reader

All translations of Japanese-language sources into English are my own unless 
indicated otherwise. All Japanese personal and place names are transliterated 
in accordance with the standard style Romanization. But different types of 
Romanization may appear in historical sources, such as Tojo Hideki instead 
of Tōjō Hideki, Ohta Seiichi instead of Ōta Seiichi, Homma Masaharu instead 
of Honma Masaharu, Kato Rimpei instead of Katō Rinpei and  kempeitai or 
kempei tai instead of kenpeitai (military police force). The former types of 
Romanization are retained in the case of direct quotes from sources. Most 
Chinese personal and place names are transliterated in accordance with the 
internationally accepted pinyin system of Romanization. Exceptions are 
made for those names that are better known with alternative Romanization, 
such as Chiang Kai-shek instead of Jiang Jieshi, and the Kwantung Army 
instead of Guandong Army. Japanese and Chinese names are given in the 
traditional manner throughout this book, that is, the family name precedes 
the personal name.

The Japanese word “rikugunshō” is commonly translated as the “War Min-
istry” in historical sources. But this book will use the “Army Ministry” as the 
translation of rikugunshō in light of the fact that this ministry was in charge 
of administrative matters of the army organizations only. For administration 
pertaining to the navy organizations, there was a navy counterpart, kaigunshō 
(the Navy Ministry). The English-language translation of words related to ri-
kugunshō, such as its chief minister, vice minister, ministry officials, and doc-
uments issued by this ministry, will be similarly translated as army minister, 
vice minister of the army, army ministry officials, army ministry notifications, 
and so on, and not war minister, vice war minister, war ministry officials, war 
ministry notifications, and so on. Exceptions apply, however, in the case of 
direct quotes from sources where the terms, “War Ministry,” “war minister,” 
and so on, may be used.
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xiv Note to the Reader

Segments of Chapter 2 (“Prisoner-of-War Administration”) and Chapter 6 
(“The Navy High Command”) in this book are incorporated in my forthcom-
ing article, “International Military Tribunals at Tokyo, 1946–1948: Individual 
Responsibility for War Crimes,” in Morten Bergsmo, Cheah Wui Ling, and 
Yi Ping, eds., Historical Origins of International Criminal Law, vol. 1 (New 
York: Torkel Opsahl Academic EPublisher, in press). A modified version of 
Chapter 4 (“In the Name of Asian Co-Prosperity”) appears in Georgina Fitz-
patrick, Timothy L. H. McCormack, and Narrelle Morris, eds., Australia’s 
War Crimes Trials, 1945–51 (Leiden, Netherlands: Brill, in press), under the 
title “Crimes against Asians in Command Responsibility Trials.”
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