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PREFACE

Preferential trade agreements (PTAs) are currently the major venue for
regulating international trade. Over the past 30 years, PTAs have mush-
roomed, with nearly all countries now having signed at least one. Many of
these agreements not only reduce tariffs but also regulate issues as diverse
as foreign direct investments, intellectual property rights and public pro-
curement. Many PTAs even include provisions regarding nontrade issues
such as democracy, environmental protection and human rights.

Much research has been devoted to the study of PTAs. So far, however,
this research has mainly followed disciplinary borders, with political sci-
entists, lawyers and economists working in relative isolation from each
other. Moreover, existing research has failed to fully capture variation in
the design of PTAs. With some PTAs as short as one or two pages and
other PTAs as long as a thousand pages, the variation in design is likely to
be key to understanding both the causes and consequences of PTAs.

With the aim of advancing the state of the art, we invited leading
scholars on PTAs from political science, law and economics to the World
Trade Forum — an annual event taking place at the World Trade Institute
(WTTI) in Bern —in October 2013. Participants in the conference took stock
of what we know about the purpose, design and effects of PTAs, but they
also looked beyond their specific research agendas to combine insights
from different disciplines. Knowledge creation is a collective endeavour
and is characterised by contestation and thinking outside the box. This is
what we attempted to do. We have benefited greatly from this exchange,
and we wish to thank all participants for their inputs that form the basis
of this volume.

This volume does not pretend to be the definitive account of trade coop-
eration through bilateral and plurilateral venues. Rather, we hope that it
will inspire new research that will further improve our understanding
of PTAs. Ongoing trade cooperation initiatives such as the Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership and the Trans-Pacific Partnership make
such research particularly important. The tools for understanding the

xxii
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purposes and effects of PTAs that this volume offers should be helpful in
guiding this research agenda.

In the course of editing this volume, we have incurred numerous debts.
We are grateful to the WTT for financial support and for hosting the World
Trade Forum conference that allowed us to put together this volume.
Susan Kaplan from the WTI provided editorial support. At Cambridge
University Press, we would like to thank Kim Hughes for her excellent
guidance throughout the entire process and her continued support for
the World Trade Forum series.
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