
OPPOSING THE RULE OF LAW

The rule of law is a political ideal today endorsed and promoted
worldwide. Or is it? In a major contribution to the field, Nick
Cheesman argues that Myanmar is a country in which the rule of
law is ‘lexically present but semantically absent’. Charting ideas and
practices from British colonial rule through military dictatorship to
the present day, Cheesman calls upon political and legal theory to
explain how and why institutions animated by a concern for law and
order oppose the rule of law. Empirically grounded in both Burmese
and English sources, including criminal trial records and wide
ranging official documents, Opposing the Rule of Law offers the first
significant study of courts in contemporary Myanmar. It sheds new
light on the politics of courts during dark times and sharply illumi-
nates the tension between the demand for law and the imperatives
of order.

NICK CHEESMAN is a Research Fellow in the Department of Political
and Social Change at the Australian National University.
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NOTE ON BURMESE USAGE

Throughout this book I have used the BGN/PCGN 1970
Romanisation System for Burmese where transliterating Burmese
words into italicised text. For capitalised proper nouns, I have
Romanised place names as per official standard conventions for the
relevant period, hence ‘Rangoon’ and ‘Burma’ up to and including
1988 and ‘Yangon’ and ‘Myanmar’ thereafter. I have transliterated the
new capital’s name as Naypyidaw rather than Nay Pyi Taw to be
consistent with other place names, which I have also transliterated
as single words, hyphenated where necessary to distinguish closing and
opening vowels and consonants. Personal names I have spelled, wher-
ever possible, as the person named prefers, even where these spellings
are uncommon, hence ‘U Aung Thane’ rather than ‘U Aung Thein’.
Otherwise, I have followed common usage. After the first reference to
a person, subsequent references omit honorific prefixes. Hence, for
older women, ‘Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’ is followed with ‘Aung San
Suu Kyi’; for younger women, ‘Ma Hnin Sanda’ is followed with ‘Hnin
Sanda’; for older men, ‘U Nu’ is followed with ‘Nu’; and, for younger
men ‘Maung Chan Kun’ is followed with ‘Chan Kun’, and ‘Ko Aung
Hlaing Win’ with ‘Aung Hlaing Win’, except where ‘Maung’ or ‘Ko’
are part of the man’s name. All translations of materials from Burmese
are my own unless otherwise indicated.
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