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conditions and issues of identity. Patterns of Islamist radicalization in
Europe reflect the historical experience of European Muslim commun-
ities, particularly their links to their home countries, the prevalence of
militant groups there, and the extent to which factors of radicalization
in Muslim countries transfer to European Muslim diasporas. Eurojibad
examines the sources of radicalization in Muslim communities in
Europe and the responses of European governments and societies. In
an effort to understand the scope and dynamics of Islamist extremism
and terrorism in Europe, this book takes into account recent develop-
ments, in particular the emergence of Syria as a major destination of
European jihadists. Angel Rabasa and Cheryl Benard describe the
history, methods, and evolution of jihadist networks in Europe with
particular nuance, providing a useful primer for the layperson and a
sophisticated analysis for the expert.
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Preface

The terrorist attacks in Madrid in March 2004 and in London in July
2005, the assassination of Dutch filmmaker Theo Van Gogh in November
2004, the killing of U.S. soldiers at Frankfurt airport in March 2011, and
several major foiled attacks throughout Europe such as the so-called
Europlot — al-Qaeda’s plan, uncovered in 2010, to attack targets in several
European countries — erased any doubt that Europe has become a central
theater of Islamist terrorist operations. The 9/11 Commission listed
European cities with Muslim communities, along with the Afghan-
Pakistani border, the Horn of Africa, and Southeast Asia, among the places
where terrorists seek sanctuary and operating bases. Indeed, investigations
after 9/11 uncovered extensive terrorist networks in the United Kingdom,
France, Spain, Germany, Belgium, and Italy. The threat of Islamic radical-
ism has also become a central contentious issue of domestic and European
politics, influencing elections and policy at all levels from the municipal to
the European Union.

To understand the shape and dynamics of the Islamist extremist and
terrorist challenge in Europe, it is necessary to examine the sources of
Islamist radicalization in Europe; jihadist ideology and strategy; radical-
ization patterns, nodes, and networks; terrorist operations and tactics; and
the response of European governments and societies. We can then draw the
implications and lessons from the European experience with Islamist
extremism and terrorism.

This book builds on research at the RAND Corporation on Islamist
radicalism and terrorism in Europe over the past several years. It integrates
work from several projects as well independent research conducted by the
authors. The first project was part of the RAND Corporation’s continuing
program of self-initiated independent research. Support for such research

1X
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is provided, in part, by donors and by the independent research and
development provisions of RAND’s contracts for the operation of its
U.S. Department of Defense federally funded research and development
centers. The second project was sponsored by the Office of the U.S. Under-
Secretary of Defense for Policy, and the third project was sponsored by a
private foundation. The work was conducted within the International
Security and Defense Policy Center of the RAND National Security
Research Division (NSRD). NSRD conducts research and analysis on
defense and national security topics for the U.S. and allied defense, foreign
policy, homeland security, and intelligence communities and foundations
and other nongovernmental organizations that support defense and national
security analysis. NSRD includes the RAND National Defense Research
Institute, a federally funded research and development center sponsored by
the Office of the Secretary of Defense, the Joint Staff, the Unified Combatant
Commands, the Navy, the Marine Corps, the defense agencies, and the
defense intelligence community.
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