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FICHTE’S FOUNDATIONS OF
NATURAL RIGHT

Fichte’s Foundations of Natural Right (1796/97) was one of the
most influential books in nineteenth-century philosophy. It was
read carefully by Schelling, Hegel, and Marx, and initiated a tradi-
tion in German philosophy that considers human subjectivity to be
relational and intersubjective, thus requiring relations of recogni-
tion between subjects. The essays in this volume highlight this little
understood book’s most important ideas and innovations. They offer
discussions of Fichte’s conception of freedom, self-consciousness, coer-
cion, the summons, the body, and human rights, together with new
analyses of his deduction of right, his views on the social contract,
and his arguments for the separation of right from morality. The
essays expand and deepen ongoing debates in the scholarship and
chart new avenues of thought about Fichte’s most enduring work of
political philosophy. They will be essential reading for students and
scholars of German Idealism, nineteenth-century philosophy, and
the history of political thought.

GABRIEL GOTTLIEB is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Xavier
University. He has published numerous articles on Fichte and the

philosophy of action.
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Werke, another German edition is cited.

Fichte

ACR Fichte, Attempt ar a Critique of All Revelation. A. W. Wood
(Ed.). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010.

cc Fichte, “Crystal Clear Report to the General Public Concerning
the Actual Essence of the Newest Philosophy: An Attempt to
Force the Reader to Understand,” trans. John Botterman and
William Rasch, in Philosophy of German Idealism, Ernst Behler.
New York: Continuum, 1987.

EPW Fichte, Fichte: Early Philosophical Writings, trans. Daniel
Breazeale. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1988.

FNR Fichte, Foundations of Natural Right, trans. Michael Baur and
ed. Frederick Neuhouser. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2000.

GA J. G. Fichte: Gesamtausgabe der Bayerischen Akademie der
Wissenschaften, ed. E. Fuchs, R. Lauth, H. Jacobs, H. Gliwitsky,
et. al. Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt: Frommann-Holzboog, 1964—2012.

w Fichte, Introductions to the Wissenschafislehre, ed. D. Breazeale.
Indianapolis: Hackett, 1994.
K Fichte, Wissenschafislehre nova methodo: Kollegnachschrift K. Chr.

Fr. Krause 1798/99, ed. Erich Fuchs. Hamburg: Meiner, 1994.
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