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Post-Soviet Power tells the story of the Russian electricity system
and examines the politics of its transformation from a ministry to a
market. Susanne A. Wengle shifts our focus away from what has been
at the center of post-Soviet political economy — corruption and the
lack of structural reforms — to draw attention to political struggles
to establish a state with the ability to govern the economy. She high-
lights the importance of hands-on economic planning by authorities —
post-Soviet developmentalism — and details the market mechanisms
that have been created. This book argues that these observations urge
us to think of economies and political authority as mutually constitu-
tive, in Russia and beyond. Whereas the political arena often thinks
of market arrangements resulting from political institutions, Russia’s
marketization demonstrates that the political arena is also produced
by the market arrangements that actors create. Taking this reflexivity
seriously suggests a view of economies and markets as constructed and
contingent entities.

Susanne A. Wengle is a Research Fellow and lecturer in the political sci-
ence department at the University of Chicago. Her research has appeared
in Studies in Comparative International Development, Economy and
Society, Europe-Asia Studies, Russian Analytical Digest, and Chicago
Policy Review and is forthcoming in Regulation & Governance. She is
currently working on a project on the political economy of agriculture
and food systems in Russia and the United States.
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Note on Transliteration and Translation

I preserved the original Russian Cyrillic for important concepts and for
Russian-language sources. I transliterated Russian words that are fre-
quently used in English-speaking media and academic discourse (such as
perestroika and siloviki). For these transliterations I used the ALA trans-
literation schemes. Following established conventions, I departed from
the ALA transliterations for a few names and words that are well known
in English (Anatoly rather than Anatolii, and Yeltsin rather than El’tsin).
All translations from Russian are my own.
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