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This book takes an innovative approach to detecting regional groupings in

peninsular Italy during the Late Bronze Age, a notoriously murky period

of Italian prehistory. Applying social network analysis to the distributions

of imports and other distinctive objects, Emma Blake reveals previously

unrecognized exchange networks that are in some cases the precursors of

the named peoples of the first millennium BC: the Etruscans, the Veneti, and

others. In a series of regional case studies, she uses quantitative methods to

both reconstruct and analyze the character of these early networks and posits

that, through path dependence, the initial structure of the networks played

a role in the success or failure of the groups occupying those same regions

in later times. This book thus bridges the divide between Italian prehistory

and the Classical period and demonstrates that Italy’s regionalism began far

earlier than previously thought.

Emma Blake is Associate Professor in the School of Anthropology at the

University of Arizona. She has published widely on prehistoric Italy, on

such topics as monumentality, identity, space and spatiality, social memory,

and culture contract. She has conducted fieldwork in Sardinia and codirects

the Marsala Hinterland Survey in Sicily.

www.cambridge.org/9781107063204
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-06320-4 — Social Networks and Regional Identity in Bronze Age Italy
Emma Blake
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

SOCIAL NETWORKS AND

REGIONAL IDENTITY IN

BRONZE AGE ITALY

EMMA BLAKE
The University of Arizona

www.cambridge.org/9781107063204
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-06320-4 — Social Networks and Regional Identity in Bronze Age Italy
Emma Blake
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, 

a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of 

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107063204

© Emma Blake 2014

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions

of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take 

place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2014

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data

Blake, Emma.

Social networks and regional identity in Bronze Age Italy / Emma Blake.

pages cm

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-1-107-06320-4 (hardback)

1. Bronze age – Italy. 2. Prehistoric peoples – Italy. 3. Social networks – Italy – History – To

1500. 4. Regionalism – Italy – History – To 1500. 5. Group identity – Italy – History – To

1500. 6. Social archaeology – Italy. 7. Italy – Antiquities. I. Title.

GN778.22.I8B55 2014

937–dc23   2014004594

ISBN   978-1-107-06320-4   Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence

or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this 

publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will 

remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781107063204
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-06320-4 — Social Networks and Regional Identity in Bronze Age Italy
Emma Blake
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

For Rob

www.cambridge.org/9781107063204
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-06320-4 — Social Networks and Regional Identity in Bronze Age Italy
Emma Blake
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

CONTENTS

Figures page ix

Tables xi

Acknowledgments xiii

1 Introduction: The Problem of Italy’s Ancient Peoples 1

2 Imports and Specialized Products in Italy in the Recent

and Final Bronze Ages 34

3 Group Identity in Prehistory: Theory, Interactions, and

Social Networks 66

4 The Recent and Final Bronze Age Peninsular Networks:

Assessing Structure and Cohesion 87

5 The Northern Networks from the Terramare to the Veneto 113

6 West-Central Italy: Networks and Neighbors 150

7 Marche, Umbria, and the Apennine Mountain Muddle 182

8 Southern Italy: Networks by Land and by Sea 207

9 Conclusions and Aftermath 240

Appendix 257

Bibliography 295

Index 319

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781107063204
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-06320-4 — Social Networks and Regional Identity in Bronze Age Italy
Emma Blake
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

FIGURES

1.1 Major population groups of Italy, third century BC page 2

1.2 Early Iron Age archaeological “cultures” 13

2.1 Timeline of Recent Bronze Age object types included in the

study 35

2.2 Timeline of Final Bronze Age 1–2 object types included in the

study 36

4.1 Graph of RBA peninsular network with ties based on shared

objects and � 50 km apart, excluding isolates 92

4.2 Map of Italian peninsula showing RBA subgroups 93

4.3 Graph of RBA peninsular network with ties based on shared

objects and � 40 km apart, excluding isolates 94

4.4 Graph of RBA peninsular network with ties based on shared

objects, with distance measured on a continuous scale 95

4.5 Graph of FBA peninsular network with ties based on shared

objects and � 50 km apart, excluding isolates 103

4.6 Map of Italian peninsula showing FBA subgroups 104

5.1 Graph of RBA Terramare network, no hoards, ties based on

shared objects 123

5.2 Survival rate and degree centrality of RBA

Terramare-Apennine network sites 124

5.3 Map of RBA Terramare-Apennine network with sites that

continue into the FBA indicated 125

5.4 Map showing locations of RBA sites in northern Italy

included in the study 126

5.5 Graph of RBA sites in northern Italy, hoards included, ties

based on objects only 128

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781107063204
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-06320-4 — Social Networks and Regional Identity in Bronze Age Italy
Emma Blake
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

x ��� Figures

5.6 Graph of large cluster in RBA northern Italy, hoards included,

ties based on shared objects only 129

5.7 Map showing locations of FBA sites in northern Italy

included in this study 138

5.8 Graph of FBA sites in northern Italy, with ties based on shared

objects, hoards included 139

5.9 Map of northern Italy showing FBA sites with factions

indicated 143

6.1 Map showing RBA find spots in Etruria and Latium 161

6.2 Graph of RBA network in Etruria, ties based on shared objects 162

6.3 Map showing FBA find spots in Etruria and Latium 163

6.4 Graph of FBA sites in Etruria, ties based on shared objects 166

6.5 Graph showing network of FBA sites in Etruria, Umbria, and

Marche 170

6.6 Map of Etruria, Umbria, and Marche showing FBA sites with

factions indicated 172

6.7 Graph of FBA sites with Gubbio and Scarceta removed 174

6.8 Graph of RBA sites in Etruria, Umbria, and Marche 174

6.9 Map showing sites in FBA Latium and Etruria, with Rome as a

hypothetical node 178

7.1 Graph of RBA network in Umbria and Marche 193

7.2 Map showing RBA find spots in Umbria and Marche 194

7.3 Graph of FBA network in Umbria and Marche, with ties based

on shared objects only 198

7.4 Map showing FBA network sites in Umbria and Marche, with

Augustan regional boundaries 199

8.1 Map of RBA find spots in southern Italy 223

8.2 Graph of RBA find spots in southern Italy, hoards and ritual

deposits included, ties based on shared objects 224

8.3 Graph of RBA south-Italian sites, ties based on shared objects,

Aegean pottery excluded 225

8.4 Map showing RBA find spots in southern Italy, with nodes in

the non-ceramic network indicated 226

8.5 Map showing FBA find spots in southern Italy 228

8.6 Graph of FBA southern Italy cluster, hoards included, ties

based on shared objects 230

8.7 Graph of FBA southern Italy network, Aegean pots excluded,

ties based on shared objects 231

8.8 Map showing FBA find spots in southern Italy, with nodes in

the non-ceramic network indicated 232

9.1 Map of Italy indicating the Augustan regions 246

www.cambridge.org/9781107063204
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-06320-4 — Social Networks and Regional Identity in Bronze Age Italy
Emma Blake
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

TABLES

4.1 Sample sociomatrix page 90

4.2 Measures of cohesion and structure of the major subgroups

in the RBA peninsula network 97

4.3 Measures of cohesion and structure of the major subgroups

in the FBA peninsula network 105

5.1 Object types circulating in northern Italy in the RBA 127

5.2 Object types circulating in northern Italy in the FBA 138

5.3 Permuted matrix of FBA northern Italy sites, ties based on

objects only, hoards included. Divided into two factions 141

5.4 Permuted matrix of FBA northern Italy sites, ties based on

objects only, hoards included. Divided into five factions 145

6.1 Object types circulating in Etruria in the RBA 161

6.2 Object types circulating in Etruria in the FBA 165

6.3 Permuted matrix of FBA sites in Etruria, ties based on objects

only, hoards included, divided into two factions 167

6.4 Permuted matrix of FBA connected sites in Etruria, Umbria,

and Marche, ties based on objects only, hoards included,

divided into three factions 171

7.1 Object types circulating in Marche and Umbria in the RBA 192

7.2 Object types circulating in Marche and Umbria in the FBA 196

8.1 Object types circulating in southern Italy in the RBA 222

8.2 Object types circulating in southern Italy in the FBA 229

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781107063204
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-06320-4 — Social Networks and Regional Identity in Bronze Age Italy
Emma Blake
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

For a book this long in the making, there are many people and institu-

tions to whom I am indebted for help along the way. Before the book even

got started, two formative influences were Ian Hodder and Ian Morris,

who each shaped my approach to the archaeological record. At the start

of the project, Tufts University granted me a Junior Research Leave to

begin working on this book in earnest. I spent the leave at the Stanford

Archaeology Center as a Visiting Scholar and received excellent early

feedback from colleagues there. I have Lynn Meskell to thank for that

time at the Center, and for friendship and mentoring over many years.

Comments and questions following talks given at Stanford, the Univer-

sity of Pennsylvania, the University of Arizona, the American Academy
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