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FOREWORD

Roberto Azevédo,
WTO Director-General

Domestic regulation of services has a significant impact on the liberaliza-
tion of trade in services. WTO members have agreed to negotiate a set of
disciplines to ensure that such regulations are not unduly burdensome on
trade. This book contains analyses and case studies from academics,
regulators and trade experts.

Some of the contributions explore the scope or limitations of WTO
legal principles to promote domestic regulatory reform. Others provide
case studies on how domestic regulation is implemented in practice and
the potential trade consequences. The case studies include a discussion of
country-specific challenges and experiences in regulating important ser-
vice sectors, such as finance, telecommunications, distribution, legal
services, education, health, postal and logistics services, as well as the
role of regulatory impact analysis. The book concludes with some reflec-
tions on what needs to be done to address the interface between domestic
regulation and trade in services.

The new generation of services trade agreements is increasingly con-
cerned with addressing regulatory issues. By examining the scope and
potential of WTO legal principles against the backdrop of actual regulatory
experiences, this book ventures onto new ground. Anyone familiar with WTO
negotiations on domestic regulation will certainly appreciate the demand
from both trade and regulatory communities for this type of information.

The book will help trade negotiators learn more about regulatory
objectives and challenges and, in turn, how best to shape trade disciplines
that would take these into account. Equally, those concerned with the
regulation of services sectors will gain a greater understanding of how
WTO legal principles can help promote and consolidate rather than
impede domestic regulatory reform.

This book is a timely and valuable contribution to a better understand-
ing — both in Geneva and across the globe — of the sensitive and
sometimes complex interplay between the push for liberalization and
the demands for domestic regulation.

XX
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DISCLAIMER

The opinions and conclusions contained in this publication are the sole
responsibility of the individual authors. This includes contributions
prepared by staff of the World Trade Organization (WTO) Secretariat.
None of the chapters purports to reflect the opinions or views of
WTO members or the Secretariat. Any citation of the chapters should
ascribe authorship to the individuals who have written the contributions.
This book should not be viewed as advancing any form of legal
interpretation or any policy position, and no views or analysis in this
publication should be attributed to the WTO, its Secretariat or its
members.
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MAFTA Malaysia-Australia Free Trade Agreement
MCI Medical Council of India
MEN most favoured nation
MII Ministry of Information Industry (China)
MIIT Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (China)
MJEPA Malaysia-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement
MNZFTA Malaysia-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement
MOHE Ministry of Higher Education (Malaysia)
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SPS WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary
Agreement Measures
TBT technical barriers to trade
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