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THE EXPERIENCES OF FACE VEIL WEARERS
IN EUROPE AND THE LAW

One of the most remarkable aspects pertaining to the legal bans and
societal debates on the face veil in Europe is that they rely on
assumptions that lack any factual basis. To rectify this, Eva Brems
researched the experiences of women who wear the face veil in
Belgium, and brought her research results together with those of
colleagues who did the same in four other European countries. Their
findings, which are outlined in this volume, move the current
discussion on face veil bans forward by providing a much-needed
insider perspective. In addition, a number of legal and social science
scholars comment on the empirical findings and on the face veil issue
more generally.

EVA BREMS is a professor of human rights law at the Human Rights
Centre, Ghent University, Belgium, where her research covers most
areas of human rights law with a specific interest in minority issues and
women’s rights.
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The fields that it covers are: studies of law in action; the sociology of
law; the anthropology of law; cultural studies of law, including the role
of legal discourses in social formations; law and economics; law and
politics; and studies of governance. The books consider all forms of
legal discourse across societies, rather than being limited to lawyers’
discourses alone.

The series editors come from a range of disciplines: academic law;
socio-legal studies; sociology; and anthropology. All have been
actively involved in teaching and writing about law in context.
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