
The Punic Mediterranean

The role of the Phoenicians in the economy, culture and politics of the
ancient Mediterranean was as large as that of the Greeks and Romans,
and deeply interconnected with that ‘classical’ world, but their lack of
literature and their oriental associations mean that they are much less
well-known. This book brings state-of-the-art international scholar-
ship on Phoenician and Punic studies to an English-speaking audi-
ence, collecting new papers from fifteen leading voices in the field
from Europe and North Africa, with a bias towards the younger
generation. Focusing on a series of case studies from the colonial
world of the western Mediterranean, it asks what ‘Phoenician’ and
‘Punic’ actually mean, how Punic or western Phoenician identity has
been constructed by ancients and moderns, and whether there was in
fact a ‘Punic world’.
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from Rocca d’Entella. Contessa Entellina, Antiquario G. Nenci,
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6.6. Punic bronze coins of between c. 350/340 and 250/240 bce
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(Bes/Bes, four-petalled rose symbol to left on both faces); 2.
Imitation (Bes/Bes); 3. Imitation (Diana/Bes); 4. Imitation (Bes/
toad). (1. Campo, Group xviii, 53; from the river Liri. Liri
database (C. Stannard) 4.005, Æ17, 2.12 g, 180�; 2. Stannard
2005b: Group viii, 7, from the river Liri. Liri database (C.
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coin); 4. Stannard 2005b, Group v, 2, from Pompeii. Naples,
National Museum, Bathhouse pursehoard 42 ¼ Stannard 2005a,
p. 128. 36, 1.38 g, 105�.) [99]

6.11. Fresco from the north wall of the sacrarium of the temple of Isis
at Pompeii. Naples, National Museum, inventory no. 8916. (From
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7.1. Carthage: plan of the Punic settlement area with an indication of
the major excavated sites. (Drawing by J. Angenon.) [119]
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7.2. Carthage Bir Massouda (trench 4, cf. Fig. 7.4). Bastion of the Early
Punic period, reused as the foundation for a bastion of the fifth
century bce (2004). (Photo INP/Ghent University.) [121]

7.3. Carthage Bir Massouda (trench 4, cf. Fig. 7.4). East casemate wall
of the bastion of the Middle Punic period (2004). (Photo INP/
Ghent University.) [121]

7.4. Plan of the Bir Massouda site with an indication of the individual
trenches. (AutoCAD version prepared by D. Van Damme, 2005.
Plan based on versions of the University of Amsterdam
(A. Mezzolani) and INP/Ghent University (Société ATHAR, 2003).
Reconstruction of the exact position of the house architecture of
‘layer iva’ in the excavations of the University of Hamburg is
inserted (based on Niemeyer et al. 2007, Beilage 5.) [122]

7.5. Punic Carthage: Defensive walls with ‘Sea Gates’ and living
quarters with orthogonal street layout of Phase ib–c (c. fourth
century bce). Reconstruction by J.-C. Golvin, based upon the
Magon Quarter excavations of the German Archaeological
Institute (see Fig. 7.1:12). [124]

7.6. Carthage Bir Massouda (trench 7, cf. Fig. 7.4). Bathtub and bench
structure using a greyish hydraulic mortar of a luxurious
habitation. Second phase: constructed during the first half of the
fourth century bce; abandoned c. 340 bce (2004). (Photo INP/
Ghent University.) [124]

7.7. Corrected media ponderata (weighted average) diagram of all
published settlement contexts of Punic Carthage. (Based on Docter
2007b: 41, fig. 4.) [125]

7.8. Carthage Bir Massouda (trench 7, cf. Fig. 7.4). Septic pit/latrine
and the chalk or torba floor of the first phase of the domestic use
of the area, dated to the last quarter of the fifth century bce.
(Photo INP/Ghent University.) [125]

7.9. Carthage Bir Massouda (trench 4, cf. Fig. 7.4). Septic pit/latrine,
dated to the middle of the fourth century bce (2004). (Photo INP/
Ghent University.) [128]

7.10. Carthage Bir Massouda (from trench 1, cf. Fig. 7.4). Latrine made
of a reused transport amphora. (Photo INP/Ghent
University.) [128]

7.11. Carthage, Hamburg excavations below the decumanus maximus.
Tanit Sanctuary with a greyish mortar pavement of the second
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construction phase, dated to c. 425 bce (1993). (Photo Archive of
the Hamburg excavations, Ghent University.) [129]

7.12. Carthage, Hamburg excavations below the decumanus maximus.
Symbols of Tanit (left) and Baal Hammon (right) set into the
greyish mortar pavement of the second construction phase of the
sanctuary, dated to c. 425 bce (1991). (Photo Archive of the
Hamburg excavations, Ghent University.) [130]

7.13. Carthage Bir Massouda (from trench 4, cf. Fig. 7.4). Fragments of
two Greek (Late) Geometric vessels in context BM04/4460. Left:
Euboean skyphos BM04/42940 Right: Euboean or east Greek
krater BM04/49320 (2004). (Photo INP/Ghent University.) [132]

7.14. Carthage Bir Massouda (from trench 7, cf. Fig. 7.4). Profile of a
Carthaginian bichrome-ware skyphos BM02/37918 in context
BM02/7222, seventh century bce. (Drawing by Boutheina
Maraoui Telmini; digitized by J. Angenon.) [132]

7.15. Carthage Bir Massouda (1986–2005). The approximate
proportional volumes for the production areas of published
amphorae from Middle Punic Carthaginian deposits. (From
Bechtold 2008c: 21, fig. 10.) [134]

7.16. Carthage Bir Massouda (from trench 1, cf. Fig. 7.4). Attic ‘Castulo
cup’/‘stemless cup – inset lip’ BM02/46042 from context BM02/
1204, second half of the fifth and first half of the fourth centuries
bce (2002). (Photo INP/Ghent University.) [134]

7.17. Carthage Bir Massouda (from trench 7, cf. Fig. 7.4). Some of the
Greek pottery fragments from the fill of a septic pit/latrine
(cf. Figs. 7.7 and 7.21), context BM04/7453: (a) Attic red-figure
skyphos of the second half of the fifth or first half of the fourth
century bce, BM04/40428 (pres. height 8.8 cm); (b) Attic red-
figure lekythos of the last quarter of the fifth or first quarter of the
fourth century bce, BM04/40817 (pres. height 6.7 cm); (c) Attic
red-figure askos or guttus of about 350 bce, BM04/40430
(dimensions 1.9 � 1.9 cm); (d) Attic black-glaze bowl of the late
fifth or beginning of the fourth century bce, BM04/40405
(pres. height 1.9 cm); (e) Attic lamp of the second quarter of the
fourth to the first quarter of the third centuries bce, BM04/40427
(pres. height 2.1 cm); (f) South Italian/Siciliote black-glaze bowl
of the first half of the fourth century bce (pres. height 3.5 cm);
(g) South Italian/Siciliote (Lilybaeum) black-glaze small lekythos
of the second half of the fourth century bce, BM04/40406
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(pres. height 4 cm). (Drawings by Boutheina Maraoui Telmini;
inked by J. Angenon.) [135]

7.18. Carthage Bir Massouda, Attic black-figure pottery: above, wall
fragment of drinking cup BM04/43988 (from context BM04/4431,
trench 4, cf. Fig. 7.4); below, base of lekythos BM02/49282 (from
context BM02/1218, trench 1, cf. Fig. 7.4). (Photo INP/Ghent
University.) [136]

7.19. Carthage Bir Massouda (from trench 1, cf. Fig. 7.4). Some of the
pottery from context BM02/1234 of the first thirty years of the
fourth century bce. In lower centre: pottery stand in the local
‘red-and-black painted ware’ BM02/32592 (2002). (Photo INP/
Ghent University.) [138]

7.20. Carthage Bir Massouda (from trench 7, cf. Fig. 7.4). Some of the
local cooking pots from the fill of a septic pit/latrine (cf. Figs. 7.7
and 7.17), context BM04/7453: (a) cooking pot/chytra of Vegas
F.67 of the fourth century bce, BM04/40816 (height 11.5 cm); (b)
lopas/casserole of Vegas F.68.1 of the second half of the fifth or
first half of the fourth century bce, BM04/40408 (height 4.5 cm).
(Drawings by Boutheina Maraoui Telmini, inked by
J. Angenon.) [139]

7.21. Punic feeding bottle, askos variant, with the spout on the body,
first half of the third century bce (height 15.1 cm). Carthage MN
896.13. (Catalogue Paris 1995: 104.) [140]

7.22. Amphora ‘à queue’ from Carthage, fourth/third century
bce (height 22.4 cm). Amsterdam, Allard Pierson Museum
inv. 9323. (Collection Allard PiersonMuseum, Amsterdam.) [141]

8.1. Sites discussed in the text. (Drawing by Matthew McCarty and
Maxine Anastasi.) [149]

8.2. Pyramidal niche (Mahdia necropolis). (Photo by authors.) [151]
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8.5. Cremated bones deposited on the floor of the burial chamber
(El Hkayma necropolis, TB 13.1). (Photo by authors.) [153]
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the floor of the tomb chamber (El Hkayma necropolis, T 3,
third century bce). (Photo by authors.) [154]
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8.7. Lamp supported by an amphora rim on a cone of sand (El
Hkayma necropolis, TB 13.1). (Photo by authors.) [155]
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8.10. Burial in a lateral flexed position (Thigibba Bure necropolis).
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also include Rural Landscapes of the Punic World (2008) (with Carlos
Gómez Bellard). He also serves as co-editor of the Journal of Mediterranean
Archaeology and World Archaeology.
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nicholas c. vella is Senior Lecturer and Head of the Department of
Classics and Archaeology at the University of Malta. After graduating from
the same university with a BA, he went on to complete a PhD in Phoen-
ician Archaeology at the University of Bristol. He has taught Phoenician
and Punic archaeology since joining the University of Malta in 1999. His
research interests are varied and include the historiography of antiquarian-
ism and archaeological practice in the Mediterranean, later Mediterranean
prehistory, and Phoenician and Punic ritual practices. He has co-edited
Debating Orientalization (2006) with Corinna Riva, and has recently
published another collection of essays on the Maltese Bronze Age with
Davide Tanasi. He was a Rome Scholar at the British School at Rome
1998–9, a Research Associate at the American University in Beirut in 2006,
and a Getty scholar in 2007. He supervised the University of Malta
excavations at the Phoenician sanctuary site of Tas-Silġ in Malta between
1996 and 2005, and has co-edited the final report that is forthcoming with
Peeters (Leuven). He co-directed the excavations of a small Punic shrine in
Gozo (Malta) between 2005 and 2010, and is co-director of a field-walking
project in Malta.

jaime vives-ferrándiz sánchez has been Curator at the Museum
of Prehistory in Valencia since 2004, and was a visiting scholar at the
University of Glasgow in 2012. His research focuses on the western
Mediterranean during the first millennium bce and he is especially inter-
ested in colonial situations and movements of people and material culture.
He participated in the excavations in Lixus (Morocco) between 1999 and
2008. He is field co-director of the excavations at the Iberian settlement of
la Bastida de les Alcusses, about which he has recently co-edited the book
La Bastida de les Alcusses. 1928–2010 (2011).

andrew wallace-hadrill is Director of Research in the Faculty of
Classics, Cambridge University, having formerly directed the British
School at Rome (1995–2009), and served as Master of Sidney Sussex
College, Cambridge (2009–13). He set up and directed the Herculaneum
Conservation Project (2001–13) and currently acts as its Scientific Dir-
ector. His publications on the Vesuvian cities (Houses and Society in
Pompeii and Herculaneum (1994) and Herculaneum: Past and Present
(2011)) are part of a broader interest in Roman society and culture (Rome’s
Cultural Revolution, 2008).
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Abbreviations

AE L’Année épigraphique (Paris, 1888–).
CEDAC Centre de Documentation Archéologique de la

Conservation de Carthage.
CIL Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum, consilio et auctoritate

Academiae litterarum regiae Borussicae editum.
(Berlin, 1863–).

CNS Corpus Nummorum Siculorum. La monetazione di bronzo,
R. Calciati (Milan, 1983).

DCyP Diccionario de cecas y pueblos hispánicos, M. P. García-
Bellido and C. Blázquez (Madrid, 2001).

FGrH Die Fragmente der Griechischen Historiker, F. Jacoby
(Leiden/Berlin, 1923–).

GGM Geographi Graeci minores, K. Müller (Paris, 1855).
IAM i Inscriptions Antiques du Maroc i. Inscriptions libyques.

Inscriptions puniques et néopuniques. Inscriptions
hébraïques des sites antiques, L. Galand, J. Février and
G. Vajda (Paris, 1966).

IAM ii Inscriptions Antiques du Maroc ii. Inscriptions latines,
M. Euzennat and J. Marion (Paris, 1982).

ID Inscriptions de Délos (Paris, 1926–1972).
IG Inscriptiones Graecae (Berlin, 1903–).
ILS Inscriptiones Latinae Selectae, H. Dessau (ed.) (Berlin,

1892–1916).
ORF Oratorum Romanorum Fragmenta liberae rei

publicae (4th edition), H. Malcovati (Turin, 1976).
RIL Recueil des inscriptions libyques, J. B. Chabot (Paris,

1940–1).
RRC Roman Republican Coinage, M. H. Crawford (Cambridge,

1974).
SEG Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum (Amsterdam/

Leiden, 1923–).
SNG Cop. Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum. The Royal Collection of

Coins and Medals (Copenhagen, 1942–).xxvi
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