
   RELIGION AT WORK IN A NEOLITHIC SOCIETY 

  This book tackles the topic of religion, a broad subject exciting renewed 
interest across the social and historical sciences. The volume is tightly 
focused on the early farming village of  Ç atalh ö y ü k, which has generated 
much interest both within and outside archaeology, especially for its con-
tributions to the understanding of early religion. The chapters discuss con-
temporary themes such as materiality, animism, object vitality, and material 
dimensions of spirituality   while exploring broad evolutionary changes in 
the ways in which religion has infl uenced society. The volume results from a 
unique collaboration between an archaeological team and a range of special-
ists in ritual and religion. 

 Ian Hodder is Dunlevie Family Professor of Anthropology at Stanford 
University. He previously taught at Leeds University and Cambridge 
University. His main large-scale excavation projects have been at 
Haddenham in the east of England and at  Ç atalh ö y ü k in Turkey, where he 
has worked since 1993. He has been awarded the Oscar Montelius Medal 
by the Swedish Society of Antiquaries and the Huxley Memorial Medal by 
the Royal Anthropological Institute, has been a Guggenheim Fellow, and 
has Honorary Doctorates from Bristol and Leiden Universities. His main 
books include  Spatial Analysis in Archaeology  (Cambridge, 1976),  Symbols 
in Action  (Cambridge, 1982),  Reading the Past  (Cambridge, 1986),  The 
Domestication of Europe  (1990),  The Archaeological Process  (1999),  The 
Leopard’s Tale: Revealing the Mysteries of  Ç atalh ö y ü k  (2006), and  Entangled: 
An Archaeology of the Relationships between Humans and Things  (2012).   

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04733-4 - Religion at Work in a Neolithic Society: Vital Matters
Edited by Ian Hodder
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107047334
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04733-4 - Religion at Work in a Neolithic Society: Vital Matters
Edited by Ian Hodder
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107047334
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


  RELIGION AT WORK 
IN A NEOLITHIC 
SOCIETY 
 Vital Matters 

 Edited by

     IAN   HODDER  
  Stanford University    

   

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04733-4 - Religion at Work in a Neolithic Society: Vital Matters
Edited by Ian Hodder
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107047334
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


      

  32 Avenue of the Americas,  New York NY  10013-2473, USA  

  Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.  

  It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
 education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence. 

  www.cambridge.org  
 Information on this title:  www.cambridge.org/9781107671263   

  ©   Cambridge University Press   2014    

  This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception 
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, 
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written 
permission of Cambridge University Press.  

  First published  2014  

 Printed in the United States of America  

  A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.  

  Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data  
  Religion at work in a neolithic society : vital matters / [edited by] Ian Hodder. 

 pages cm 
 Includes bibliographical references and index. 
 ISBN 978-1-107-04733-4 (hardback) – ISBN 978-1-107-67126-3 (paperback) 
 1. Ҫatal Mound (Turkey) 2. Neolithic period – Turkey. 3. Religion, Prehistoric – 
Turkey. 4. Excavations (Archaeology) – Turkey. 5. Turkey – Antiquities. 
I. Hodder, Ian. 
 GN776.32.T9R43 2014 
 939′.2–dc23   2013035748  

  ISBN  978-1-107-04733-4  Hardback 
 ISBN  978-1-107-67126-3  Paperback  

  Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs 
for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication and does not 
guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.   

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04733-4 - Religion at Work in a Neolithic Society: Vital Matters
Edited by Ian Hodder
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107047334
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


  This volume is dedicated to the memory of Alejandro Garcia-Rivera.  
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xix

 This volume results from a seminar funded by the John Templeton 
Foundation that took place at the Neolithic tell site of  Ç atalh ö y ü k 
in Turkey over three years (2009–2011). The processes of engage-
ment that led to the volume are described in  Chapter 1 . At the end of 
2010, one of our original group, Alejandro Garcia-Rivera (Professor 
of Systematic Theology, Jesuit School of Theology of Santa Clara 
University, California), passed away at fi fty-nine. This volume is dedi-
cated to his memory. 

 Alejandro was mischievous, warm, brilliant, and creative, a won-
derful mix of reverence and irreverence. He insisted that he and I 
should edit a “Journal of Irresponsible Archaeology,” and at the 
same time he came up with a whole series of wonderful ideas about 
 Ç atalh ö y ü k that he had only begun to explore. With the permission 
of his wife, Kathryn, I have included as a postscript a note he sent me 
after his visit to the site in 2009. Preliminary as the text is, the writ-
ing is, on the one hand, remarkably prescient – picking up already the 
themes that have become dominant in this volume, such as vitality and 
the symbolic importance of fl esh – and, on the other hand, his text 
shows what a long way we as a project have still to go. Alejandro was 
already well ahead of us and he raised issues and ideas, such as devo-
tion and the dramatic horizon, that I hope others may be stimulated 
to pursue. 

 I am deeply grateful to the John Templeton Foundation for its long-
term support of the  Ç atalh ö y ü k research initiatives, and in particular to 
Paul Wason. I am also deeply indebted to all the many members of the 
 Ç atalh ö y ü k team who have, with great forbearance and goodwill over 

  Preface   
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Prefacexx

  The project participants and friends at  Ç atalh ö y ü k in July 2011. Clockwise starting at 
top left: Paul Wason, Ofer Bar-Yosef, Ian Hodder, Shahina Farid, Harvey Whitehouse, 
J. Wentzel van Huyssteen, F. LeRon Shults, Barbara Mills, Mary Weismantel, Nigel 
Goring-Morris, Victor Buchli, Peter Pels, Veysel Apaydin, Anna Belfer-Cohen, Kimberley 
Patton, Rosemary Beck, Rob Swigart, Anke Kamerman, Stewart Guthrie,  Ç akan Tan ı d ı k, 
Serap  Ö zd ö l, Sadrettin Dural, and Banu Aydino ğ lu ğ il.  

the years, welcomed and engaged with the Templeton scholars. And 
fi nally I wish to thank the Templeton project members for making this 
such a pleasant and rewarding experience. 

 The John Templeton Foundation provided a grant in support of the 
project on which this book is based.          
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