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Preface

This volume results from a seminar funded by the John Templeton
Foundation that took place at the Neolithic tell site of Catalhoyiik
in Turkey over three years (2009-2011). The processes of engage-
ment that led to the volume are described in Chapter 1. At the end of
2010, one of our original group, Alejandro Garcia-Rivera (Professor
of Systematic Theology, Jesuit School of Theology of Santa Clara
University, California), passed away at fifty-nine. This volume is dedi-
cated to his memory.

Alejandro was mischievous, warm, brilliant, and creative, a won-
derful mix of reverence and irreverence. He insisted that he and I
should edit a “Journal of Irresponsible Archacology,” and at the
same time he came up with a whole series of wonderful ideas about
Catalhoytik that he had only begun to explore. With the permission
of his wife, Kathryn, I have included as a postscript a note he sent me
after his visit to the site in 2009. Preliminary as the text is, the writ-
ing is, on the one hand, remarkably prescient — picking up already the
themes that have become dominant in this volume, such as vitality and
the symbolic importance of flesh — and, on the other hand, his text
shows what a long way we as a project have still to go. Alejandro was
already well ahead of us and he raised issues and ideas, such as devo-
tion and the dramatic horizon, that I hope others may be stimulated
to pursue.

I am deeply grateful to the John Templeton Foundation for its long-
term support of the Catalhoyiik research initiatives, and in particular to
Paul Wason. I am also deeply indebted to all the many members of the

Catalhoyiik team who have, with great forbearance and goodwill over

Xix
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XX Preface

The project participants and friends at Catalhoyiik in July 2011. Clockwise starting at
top left: Paul Wason, Ofer Bar-Yosef, Ian Hodder, Shahina Farid, Harvey Whitehouse,
J. Wentzel van Huyssteen, F. LeRon Shults, Barbara Mills, Mary Weismantel, Nigel
Goring-Morris, Victor Buchli, Peter Pels, Veysel Apaydin, Anna Belfer-Cohen, Kimberley
Patton, Rosemary Beck, Rob Swigart, Anke Kamerman, Stewart Guthrie, Cakan Tamdik,
Serap Ozdol, Sadrettin Dural, and Banu Aydinoglugil.

the years, welcomed and engaged with the Templeton scholars. And
finally I wish to thank the Templeton project members for making this
such a pleasant and rewarding experience.

The John Templeton Foundation provided a grant in support of the
project on which this book is based.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107047334
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107047334: 


