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PREFACE

The aim of this book is to provide a general introduction to the dynamics of socio-economic
development and to the study of the problems of developing countries. The book was
written for students of universities and other institutions of higher education from a variety
of disciplines, who encounter the problems of developing countries in their studies and who
are in need of a general introduction to this ﬁeld. It is also intended for people pursuing a
professional career in developing countries and international organisations, for policy
makers and for readers with a general interest in development. The text can be read as an
introduction by students with no prior knowledge of development. It also can be used at an
advanced level as a handbook of development, providing a comprehensive overview of past
and present theoretical and empirical debates and controversies in the ﬁeld of development
studies. The book provides non-economists with a non-technical introduction to economic
perspectives on development, while introducing economists to a broader socio-economic
view of development.
The central issue in development, as approached in this book, lies in low levels of per
capita income and low standards of living among the mass of the population in the so-called
developing countries. The key elements in the book are trends in productive capacity, per
capita income, changes in standards of living and poverty, and the factors that affect
economic development or economic stagnation in the long term. The core of development
is thus deﬁned in economic terms. However, the explanatory factors are not limited to
economic ones. Historical, institutional, cultural, demographic, political, social and ecological factors are all of great importance for the analysis of economic development. They
will receive ample attention in the book.
It needs to be emphasised that the concept of development is much broader than that of
economic development alone. Development involves changes in a wide range of social
outcomes, such as poverty, health, education, life expectancy, human rights or political
participation, which are directly or indirectly linked to economic changes but which need to
be studied in their own right. This is reﬂected in the title of the book, which refers to socioeconomic development.
The structure of the book takes the key proximate factors distinguished in economic
theories of growth – labour, capital and land and technological change – as its point of
departure. However, in line with the interdisciplinary nature of the book, these factors are
interpreted in a broad fashion. Technological change lies at the heart of growth and
economic development. Two main issues discussed in Chapter 4 are the role of technological change in development, and the consequences of accelerating technological change
for developing countries. The treatment of the primary production factor ‘labour’ is couched
in terms of a more general discussion of demographic and human factors in development.
These include population growth and the interrelationships between population growth and
economic development (Chapter 5), topics such as health, disease, mortality and life
expectancy (Chapter 6) and education, human capital and literacy (Chapter 7). I argue that
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health and education are important as independent aspects of development in their own
right. But the state of health and levels of education also inﬂuence the quality of the labour
force, the productivity of labour and the socio-economic dynamics of a country.
Modern economic growth is historically associated with massive capital accumulation in
the industrial sector and a structural transformation of agrarian societies into societies in
which industry and services become more and more important. Capital accumulation is
discussed in the theoretical Chapter 3 and in the context of industrialisation in Chapters 8
and 9. Structural change and the shift to industry are discussed in Chapter 8, which also
deals with the role of primary exports in these transformations. In classical development
economics it is taken for granted that manufacturing is the leading sector in development.
Though in my view this sector is still a very important one, its role can no longer be taken
for granted in the light of the increasing importance of services. Chapter 8 pays attention to
modern debates about the roles of different sectors and engines of growth in economic
development.
Chapter 9 focuses on the past, present and future of industrialisation. It discusses the role
of capital accumulation in the broader context of the process of industrialisation. This
chapter also pays attention to the different industrialisation strategies that developing
countries have followed over time, including import substitution, balanced growth,
labour-intensive export orientation, the promotion of the informal sector and technological
upgrading. The chapter also examines the implications of the emergence of and changes in
global value chains and the role of foreign direct investment (FDI).
The discussion of the primary production factor ‘land’ is broadened to include the whole
issue of agricultural and rural development. The role of the agricultural sector in the wider
process of development is examined in Chapter 8, which among other things makes a case
for the continued importance of agriculture in developing countries. In Chapter 10, the
development of agricultural production and productivity is discussed against the background of social changes in rural communities and rural areas. This chapter also presents
data on trends in food consumption and an overview of the recent debates on modern
biotechnology.
The discussion of the sources of economic development in Chapters 4 to 10 is preceded
and followed by chapters which place development in a historical and international perspective. Chapter 2 focuses on the development of the international economic and political
order since the ﬁfteenth century. Chapter 3 deals with the theories and empirics of growth
and stagnation. The approach in these chapters is historical and comparative. Chapter 11
focuses on the political aspects of development and the interrelations between state formation, democratic rule and economic growth. Chapter 12 introduces the institutional and
cultural context of development and discusses the dynamic relationships between institutions and economic development. Changes in the international political and economic
order since the Second World War are reviewed in Chapter 13. In this chapter, attention is
paid to the evolution of international institutions and organisations, on the one hand, and the
implications of the international division of labour and free trade for developing countries,
on the other. This chapter includes a discussion of developing country debt, the emergence
and demise of structural adjustment policies and the recent debates on globalisation and the
architecture of the international ﬁnancial system. Special attention is paid to the ﬁnancial
crisis of 2007–8 and its impact on advanced and developing countries. The ﬁnal chapter
(Chapter 14) focuses on the role of foreign aid in development. Foreign aid is seen as part of

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04595-8 - Socio-Economic Development: Second Edition
Adam Szirmai
Frontmatter
More information

xxiii

Preface

international resource ﬂows, which include FDI, remittances and private and public loans.
Aid is discussed in the context of theories of development and the many different factors
inﬂuencing development in the long run. Every chapter ends with questions for review and
suggestions for further reading.
Empirical data have an important place in this book. It is my conviction that a serious
debate of development issues should be grounded in sound empirical information. Throughout the book, I present empirical data on long-run economic, social and political trends for a
sample of thirty-one developing countries, representing Asia, Latin America and Africa.
These thirty-one countries represented 78 per cent of the total population of developing
countries in the year 2010. The same set of countries is used throughout the book, providing
an empirical basis for the discussion of theories, patterns and trends in development in the
different chapters. The book contains over seventy tables, usually covering the period from
1950 to the present and sometimes going back to the pre-1945 period. The country data are
supplemented by aggregate statistics for different regions and continents.
This book is accompanied by a website, which presents the detailed worksheets underlying the tables in the book. These worksheets show how the tables in the book have been
put together from a variety of sources. The address of this website is www.dynamicsofdevelopment.com. I hope this website will serve as an important didactic tool for the empirical
study of development. It will introduce students to the increasing wealth of international
comparative statistics on all dimensions of development. Ever more data are accessible in
digital form on the websites of research institutions and international organisations. Our
website will provide links and references to the most important international sources of data
on development, serving as a structured portal for statistics on development. A second
purpose of the website is to foster a more critical attitude towards the use of statistics.
Statistical tables are constructs, which depend on assumptions, models, concepts, decisions
about what data to use, how to combine data from different sources, what years to compare,
how to link data for different years in a consistent fashion and of course the quality and
reliability of the basic data itself. It is important to be clear about how the data have been
collected and organised, what assumptions and choices have been made and what sources
have been used. If such information is not provided – as is too often the case – the statistics
cannot be trusted. Examination of the worksheets on the website will help readers to
formulate their own conclusions, which may well differ from those of this author. They
will come to understand that any table should be seen as a working hypothesis, rather than a
ﬁnal statement about economic or social reality. Finally, the website allows us to provide
much more detail than is possible in the tables in the book. It will also allow for updating on
a continuous basis, so the statistics remain up to date.
Despite its considerable length this book has no pretensions to completeness. The attempt
to synthesise a very wide range of subjects in a single book will inevitably leave specialists
on different topics unsatisﬁed. Also, the book is written as an introduction to ongoing
debates about development, rather than a ﬁnal summary of our knowledge of all different
aspects of it. In the choice of subjects, the emphasis has been on the long-run dynamics of
development and the factors that play a role in these dynamics.
This book has a long history. A ﬁrst version was published in Dutch in 1993. An English
translation was published in 1997 by Prentice Hall under the title Social and Economic
Development: Trends, Problems and Policies. The ﬁrst edition of the present book
was published in 2005 by Cambridge University Press under the title The Dynamics of
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Socio-Economic Development: An Introduction. In the ten years since the appearance of the
previous edition, there have been major changes in the global economy. Former developing
countries such as Korea and Taiwan have become high-income advanced economies. The
giants China and India have become middle-income economies. China has become the
manufacturing workplace of the world. The increasing importance of the BRICS (Brazil,
Russia, India, China and South Africa), as well as other large emerging economies such as
Malaysia, Indonesia and Turkey, has changed the nature of the international order and the
international balance of power. Many emerging economies now engage in outward-bound
FDI, a substantial part of which ﬂows to developing countries (South–South investment).
The deep ﬁnancial crisis of 2007–8 and beyond has exposed weaknesses in advanced
country ﬁnancial institutions. The crisis has affected the advanced economies much more
than developing countries. Not only have there been major changes in the global economy
and developing countries, the literature on development has experienced an explosive
growth. The present revision tries to take into account the changes in the world and the
advances in research and in the literature. Though the structure of the book remains
unchanged, all chapters have been revised very substantially. In particular, Chapter 12 has
been revamped to include the large new literature on the role of institutions. The chapter on
the international order (Chapter 13) has been extensively rewritten to reﬂect the changes in
the international economic order. The chapters on structural change and industrialisation
(Chapters 8 and 9) have tried to incorporate new thinking on these topics. One of the
important new elements of the revised text is the development of a systematic framework of
proximate, intermediate and ultimate causality in Chapters 1 and 3. This framework is
applied in all subsequent chapters, so that the reader is better able to understand how a given
chapter ﬁts into the large framework.
The fact that the book has a twenty-year history provides both risks and opportunities.
The danger of a book conceived long ago is that parts of the discussion become dated. The
challenge is to show how some of the older debates and concepts remain relevant in the
present. Too often, lessons learned from older debates are forgotten or neglected, to our
detriment. We should learn the lessons from recent developments without forgetting the
lessons derived from older experiences. I have tried to strike a balance between the newest
theories and approaches and important older intellectual contributions and debates. In doing
so, the book also provides something of an intellectual history of development debates.
Adam Szirmai
Maastricht
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