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Preface

I first began working on inflectional defectiveness for my dissertation (Sims
2006), and this book is the inheritor of that thesis. The argument that I put
forward in the following pages — that inflectional defectiveness is a systemic
variant of normal inflectional structure that is rooted in the structure of the
inflectional paradigm and the dynamic organization of the lexicon — already
appeared in the dissertation, albeit in preliminary form, and so the core idea
of the earlier work (its “soul,” if you will) carries forward into this work. At
the same time, the project has taken a long path and very little of the actual
material from the dissertation (its “corporeal body”) has survived the journey.
My thinking about defectiveness, and about morphological theory in general,
has developed and evolved considerably in the intervening time. Relevant new
work has appeared and continues to appear, influencing my thinking and chal-
lenging me to rethink and push further. Finally, the present book has a broader
scope than the dissertation, supporting a more expansive argument. As a con-
sequence, readers who are familiar with the dissertation will find that this book
bears little similarity to it.

Still, inflectional defectiveness remains interesting to me for the same rea-
sons that I was drawn to the topic originally. Inflectional defectiveness is a
situation in which we find no word-form, where by all accounts we expect to
find some word-form. Given that the phenomenon seems to contradict the fun-
damental nature of inflectional morphology and fly in the face of speakers’ ten-
dency to generalize, we might expect it to be all but impossible for paradigmatic
gaps to arise, and when they do surface, we might expect them to be quickly
smoothed out. Yet contrary to expectations, paradigmatic gaps do arise occa-
sionally, and once they do, they can persist indefinitely. Why does this happen?
And how?

Paradigmatic gaps (=instances of inflectional defectiveness) are often con-
sidered to be the flotsam and jetsam of language — superficial historical trash
that washes up on the shores of inflectional systems. They seem at first to
be merely the ragged edge of an otherwise smoothly functioning inflectional

Xvii
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xviii  Preface

system. Yet there are also data that tempt the linguist toward a deeper perspec-
tive. Why do gaps often follow the distribution of a morphophonological alter-
nation? Or the distribution of a stem alternant? Why does defectiveness some-
times follow the distribution of a pattern of syncretism (or sometimes override
a pattern of syncretism, or get overridden by a pattern of syncretism)? Over
the last decade and more, evidence has accrued that defectiveness is not merely
historical residue but rather is integrated with the core functioning of inflection.

Echoing a broader trend of investigating inflectional structure via phenom-
ena that lie at its periphery, in this book I investigate why paradigmatic gaps
arise in inflectional systems, why they persist, and how they are learned by new
generations of speakers. Ultimately, I argue that far from being flotsam and jet-
sam, inflectional defectiveness offers deep insights into inflectional structure. I
hope that the reader finds the material to be as rich and enticing as I have.

There are many people to thank, starting with my dissertation committee:
Brian Joseph, Mary Beckman, and Dan Collins. Their guidance on the disser-
tation was invaluable, and despite the continued development of the project
long after they had any official responsibility for it, I continue in this book to
perceive their positive influence. Additionally, during a postdoctoral fellow-
ship at Northwestern University I benefited from a productive and inspiring
collaboration with Janet Pierrehumbert and Robert Daland. That collaboration
produced the learning model that forms the core of Chapter 7, and I thank them
greatly for their tangible contributions to that part of the study and also for the
less quantifiable ways in which they were formative on my thinking. Similarly,
Matt Goldrick deserves recognition for giving me a nudge in the right direction
at the right time.

Many people provided valuable comments on parts or all of the book draft
or on presentations of the work in progress. I thank in particular Farrell Acker-
man, Adam Albright, Matthew Baerman, Jim Blevins, Olivier Bonami, Raphael
Finkel, Andrew Hippisley, Brian Joseph, Jeff Parker, Andrew Spencer, Greg
Stump, Adam Ussishkin, two anonymous reviewers of the book proposal, and
one anonymous reviewer of the full manuscript. Their differing perspectives
helped me to sharpen my own thinking and improved the quality of both data
and argument. I also thank the following people who served as language consul-
tants, or who helped me to acquire and make sense of data: Yuliia Aloshycheva,
Hope Dawson, Merja Hollenbach, Lily Liaw, Agi Risko, Giorgos Tserdanelis,
Loukas Tsitsipis, and Savas Tsohatzidis. (I apologize to anyone whom I may
have inadvertently omitted.) I thank Helen Barton, Commissioning Editor for
Linguistics at Cambridge University Press, for her support of this project and
guidance. Any remaining errors, omissions, or stupidity in the following work
are entirely my own.
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Preface  xix

During the writing of this book, I presented parts of the work in a number of
venues. I wish to thank the organizers of the following workshops, conferences,
and speaker series for invitations to present the work in progress:

o Linguistics speaker series, University of Chicago, 2007.

e 6th Graduate Colloquium on Slavic Linguistics, Ohio State University,
2008.

e Workshop on Quantitative Measures in Morphology and Morphologi-
cal Development, Center for Human Development, University of Cal-
ifornia San Diego, 2011.

o Linguistics speaker series, University of Kentucky, 2011.

o CogFest, Center for Cognitive and Brain Sciences, Ohio State Univer-
sity, 2011.

e Workshop on Information-based Approaches to Linguistics, Linguis-
tic Society of America Summer Institute, University of Colorado
Boulder, 2011.

o Linguistics speaker series, University of Arizona, 2014.

I am also grateful for useful feedback from audiences at the following con-
ferences: Association for Computational Linguistics (Prague, 2007), Chicago
Linguistic Society (Chicago, 2007), Slavic Linguistics Society (Berlin, 2007),
Defective Paradigms: Missing Forms and What They Tell Us (London, 2008),
Linguistic Society of America (Chicago, 2008), and International Morphol-
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