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how sectarian discrimination has strengthened Shia communal identi-
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work in Saudi Arabia, and interviews with key activists. Of immense 
geopolitical importance, the oil-rich Eastern Province is a crucial but 
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  A Note on Conventions   

  This book largely uses the transliteration guide of the  International Journal 
of Middle East Studies  (IJMES). Names and places that have a common 
English spelling will be spelled accordingly and no diacritic marks added 
(such as King Abdullah, Al Saud, Shia). Al refers to the larger family of 
someone, as in Al Saud, and is therefore transliterated differently from 
the common al- in front of last names. Arabic names are transcribed 
according to the IJMES system and the article is dropped before common 
place names unless a different transcription is dominant in English (e.g. 
Tarut not Tarout, Qatif not al-Qatif, Khobar not  al-Khubar, al-Ahsa not 
 al-Hasa or Hasa, Riyadh not al-Riyadh, Awwamiyya not al- ʿ Awwamiyya, 
Hufuf not Hofuf or al-Hufuf, Saihat not Seihat). Arabic words are not 
capitalised, except if they refer to places, names and publications ( hawza  
not  Hawza ,  qadi  not  Qadi ). For Iranian names and places I largely use 
the Persian transliteration. 

 In some instances there are disagreements about the dating of a partic-
ular incident or the birth or death of a prominent fi gure. Often, the birth 
and death dates of historical fi gures are only roughly given in the Islamic 
(AH) calendar, which means that the date can often be in two separate 
years in the Gregorian calendar. Therefore, I have chosen sometimes to 
put both possibilities in the text, such as 1842/3. 

 The various Web sites cited in this book were last accessed in September 
2013 (in some cases also in early 2014) and stored electronically by the 
author. Therefore, consultation dates of Internet sources have been omit-
ted. The Internet archive was used to retrieve earlier versions of defunct 
Web sites and can be used in the future to retrieve Web sites cited in 
this book ( http://web.archive.org ). Full URLs are only provided in cases 
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A Note on Conventionsxviii

where the title of a Web page is not mentioned in the footnotes. The typ-
ing of an English title into a search engine should allow the reader to fi nd 
the article. In the case of Arabic or Persian Web sites, the titles have been 
transliterated and translated into English. Using the transliteration, read-
ers familiar with these languages can retrieve the article or a copy thereof 
even after the original Web site has changed its URL or has closed down 
by typing the title into a search engine.   
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xix

  Glossary   

  This is based on the glossary in     Meir   Litvak   ,  Shi ʿ i Scholars of Nineteenth-
Century Iraq: The  ʿ Ulama ʾ  of Najaf and Karbala ʾ   ( Cambridge : 
 Cambridge University Press ,  1998 ),  235 –237 . 

      ʿ alim, pl.  ʿ ulama  ʾ       ‘learned man’, cleric   
  Akhbari, Akhbariyya      the Shia school of jurisprudence that rejects 

deductive methodology in the study of 
law and requires unmitigated adherence 
to the limited meaning of the  akhbar , the 
traditions (words and deeds) of the Prophet 
and the Shia Imams as transmitted by 
chains of narrators   

   Al       the house of/the clan of   
   Amir       governor   
   Ashura       tenth day of the month of Muharram; 

commemoration of the martyrdom of 
Hussayn, the Prophet Muhammad’s 
grandson and third Imam in Shia Islam, 
in 680   

   ayatallah       lit. sign of God, title for a senior  mujtahid    
   diwaniyya, pl. diwaniyyat       lit. salon, semi-public discussion forum or 

gathering   
   Hasawi       from al-Ahsa (Hasa)   
   hawza  ʿ ilmiyya       lit. territory of learning, refers to a 

community of learning in a specifi c location 
and encompasses the actual sites of learning 
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Glossaryxx

but also the social bonds, the 
organisation and the fi nances in a specifi c 
 hawza : while the main Shia  hawzat  are 
in Najaf, Karbala and Qom, the religious 
schools of Qatif, al-Ahsa, Kuwait, Tehran 
and Sayyida Zaynab are also referred to 
as  hawzat    

   hussainiyya, pl. hussainiyyat       Shia mourning house for the 
commemoration of the martyrdom of 
Hussayn, also community centres   

   ijtihad       the process of arriving at independent 
legal judgment in matters of religious law 
by using the principles of jurisprudence 
( usul al-fi qh )   

   Imam       one of the twelve recognised hereditary 
successors of the Prophet Muhammad in 
Twelver Shia Islam   

   intifada       lit. uprising, refers here to the uprising 
of Saudi Shia in the Eastern Province in 
1979/80   

   khums       religious tax, while it was originally paid 
to the Prophet, and by Shia Muslims 
to the Imam, Shia Muslims now pay 
these taxes to the  marji ʿ  al-taqlid  in 
his capacity as representative of the 
Imam, and at the local level to the 
representative ( wakil ) of the  marji ʿ     

   leftist       here used as a term describing all broadly 
left-leaning and secular Saudi opposition 
groups   

   Majlis al-Shura       Consultative Council   
   marji ʿ  al-taqlid, pl. maraji ʿ        lit. reference point for emulation, 

someone who is qualifi ed through his 
learning and probity to be followed in all 
points of religious practice and law by 
the generality of Shia Muslims   

   marji ʿ iyya       authority, the institution of  marji ʿ  
al-taqlid    

   mujtahid, pl. mujtahidun       an   ʿ alim  that reached the level of 
competence and scholarship necessary to 
perform  ijtihad    
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Glossary xxi

   mutasarrif       governor of a  sanjak  (Ottoman sub-
province)   

   nakhawila       name for the indigenous Shia 
community in Medina   

   qadi       judge   
   qaimaqam       governor of an Ottoman provincial 

district ( kaza )   
   al-qal ʿ a       lit. castle, Old city of Qatif   
   Qatifi        from Qatif   
  Shaykhi, Shaykhiyya      followers of Ahmad al-Ahsa ʾ i 

(1753–1826), esoteric strand of Shia 
Islam, sometimes deemed heretical 
by other Twelver Shia scholars   

   shirazi, shiraziyya, pl. shiraziyyun       transnational Shia political 
network, whose name derives from 
its spiritual leader, Muhammad 
al-Shirazi (1928–2001)   

   taqlid       the process of following and 
emulating the practices and 
pronouncements of a  mujtahid  in 
matters relating to religious law and 
practices   

  Usuli, Usuliyya      the school of jurisprudence that 
emphasizes the use of reason 
in the study of the principles of 
jurisprudence ( usul al-fi qh )   

  Wahhabi, Wahhabiyya      followers of Muhammad ibn  ʿ Abd 
al-Wahhab (1703–92), whose 
teachings centered on the oneness 
of God ( tawhid ) and who wanted 
to purify Islam from innovations; 
offi cial form of religious 
interpretation in Saudi Arabia   

   wakil, pl. wukala ʾ        local representative of a  marji ʿ  
al-taqlid    

   waqf, pl. awqaf       religious endowment       
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  Abbreviations    

   al-da ʿ wa       Islamic al-Da ʿ wa Party ( hizb al-da ʿ wa al-islamiyya )   
   ANLF       Arab National Liberation Front ( jabhat al-taharrur 

al-watani al- ʿ arabiyya)    
   Baath Party       Arab Socialist Baath Party in Saudi ( hizb al-ba ʿ th 

al- ʿ arabi al-ishtiraki fi  al-su ʿ udiyya )   
   CDLR       Committee for the Defence of Legitimate Rights ( lajnat 

al-difa ʿ ʿ an al-huquq al-shari ʿ iyya)    
   hizb al- ʿ amal       Arab Socialist Action Party in the Arabian Peninsula 

( hizb al- ʿ amal al-ishtiraki al- ʿ arabi: al-jazira al- ʿ arabiyya )   
   IAO       Islamic Action Organisation in Iraq ( munazzamat 

al- ʿ amal al-islami fi  al- ʿ Iraq ), Iraqi wing of MVM   
   IFLB       Islamic Front for the Liberation of Bahrain ( al-jabha 

al-islamiyya li-tahrir al-Bahrayn ), Bahraini wing 
of MVM   

   IRGC       Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps   
   MAN       Movement of Arab Nationalists ( harakat al-qawmiyyin 

al- ʿ arab )   
   MVM       Movement of Vanguards’ Missionaries ( harakat 

al-risaliyyin al-tala ʿ  )   
   OIRAP       Organisation for the Islamic Revolution in the Arabian 

Peninsula ( munazzamat al-thawra al-islamiyya fi  
al-jazira al- ʿ arabiyya ), Saudi wing of MVM   

   PDPAP       Popular Democratic Party in the Arabian Peninsula 
( al-hizb al-dimuqrati al-sha ʿ bi fi  al-jazira al- ʿ arabiyya )   

   RMS       Reformist Movement in Saudi ( al-haraka al-islahiyya fi  
al-su ʿ udiyya )     
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Map 1. Map of Saudi Arabia.
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