
RIGHTS FOR OTHERS

Rights for Others is an empirical study of what happens when inter-
national human rights are applied domestically in the Netherlands. It
tracks recent debates in Dutch society on citizenship and the rights of
immigrants, and analyses the shift from the perception of human rights
as a ‘foreign policy concern’ to the slow processes of home-coming
in what has traditionally been a left-wing society, but now includes
many more right-wing political parties. Adopting an interdisciplinary
approach, Oomen combines insights from law, sociology and anthro-
pology to explain how rights gain significance in framing social and
political discussions. The book provides comprehensive coverage on
relevant constitutional law, legal culture and rights realization as well
as discussing case material on human rights education, polarization,
socio-economic rights, domestic violence and the rights of minorities.
This is an invaluable contribution to the global fields of human rights
and socio-legal studies for scholars and researchers.
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international human rights in the Netherlands was the reviewer who
gave a rather negative assessment of the project proposal ‘Why the
Dutch don’t talk rights: universal human rights as a framework for the
resolution of societal conflicts in the Netherlands’. Whereas the aca-
demic reviewers were generally very positive, the person looking into
the societal relevance had his or her doubts. The reviewer agreed with
the study’s points of departure, which are that human rights are generally
considered a foreign policy issue in the Netherlands and that they are
hardly ‘a daily topic of discussion in our society’. At the same time,
looking into human rights as a framework for social and political issues
in the Netherlands might be a worthwhile scholarly exercise, but would
hardly contribute to ‘facing, preventing or solving problems in the field
of conflict and security in the Netherlands’. The proposed case study on
victims of domestic violence in Zierikzee was, for instance, about a tragic
failure to provide safety to the victims, but could hardly be considered a
human rights violation. In all, the reviewer concluded, the study would
not result in insights on how to prevent or reduce tensions in Dutch
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I am very grateful to the Dutch Science Foundation for having

accepted my response, which was that this review was a telling illustra-
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but also to Dutch society. A critical discussion of the potential of human
rights to help address social conflicts in the Netherlands is not academic
at all, I wrote. Or rather, ‘it should not be’. If, for instance, the case of
domestic violence in Zierikzee and the calls for help by the victims had
been considered a human rights issue this could possibly have led to a
swifter response and the death of two children could have been avoided.
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the implementation of international human rights. Joey Hogeboom
did archival research on the Dutch contribution to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the European Convention on
Human Rights, while Arne Muis and Vicky van Hassel analysed the
degree to which reference to human rights plays a role in current
parliamentary debates. Simaya van Dooren organized the conference
‘Rights realized, rights resisted’, during which some of the findings were
discussed. Moritz Baumgärtel, who is well underway to become a scholar
in his own right, read and commented on all the chapters, and Zahra
Yusifli played an important role in editing.
Parts of this book were published elsewhere, but they have been

substantially revised here. Parts of Chapter 4 were published in ‘Waving
with Treaties? The Politics of Implementing Human Rights Education in
the Netherlands’, Journal of Human Rights Practice, 5(2) (2013): 291–317,
and a section of Chapter 8 in an article co-authored with N. Rijke titled
‘The Right to be Different: Homosexuality, Orthodoxy and the Politics
of Global Legal Pluralism in Orthodox–Protestant Schools in the
Netherlands’, Journal of Law and Religion, 28(2) (2013): 361–400.
Much of the inspiration for the book, and the insights contained in it,

comes from my work outside of academia. It was in my capacity as the
Chair of the Netherlands Platform for Human Rights Education that
I learned about the puzzled responses of Dutch policy-makers and
politicians confronted with the notion of human rights violations in
the Netherlands, and the fine art of ‘vernacularization’ of rights talk,
forming NGO alliances and playing Putnam’s two-level playing field of
national and international law – all theoretical concepts to be discussed
in this book. Similarly, my membership of the Constitutional Review
Commission gave me the type of insight into the limits to Dutch
internationalism that no combination of formal interviews and partic-
ipant observation would have yielded. My membership of the Human
Rights Commission of the Advisory Council on International Affairs
allowed me to follow the politics surrounding the formation of the
Netherlands Human Rights Institute closely. Currently, my membership
of the Institute’s Advisory Board also leads to insights on the politics of
human rights implementation in the Netherlands. Whilst the work of
current and former colleagues is subject to at times critical analysis in
this book – and the methodological justification of this approach will be
given elsewhere – it is important to express my admiration here for the
work done by people like Pim Fischer, Carla van Os, Franka Olujic,
Nathalie van Loon, Piet van Ledden, Kirsja Oudshoorn, Ton van den
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and her team.
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tremendously grateful for the daily company of Herman Lelieveldt,
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ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural

Rights
NHRI National Human Rights Institute
NPHRE Netherlands Platform on Human Rights Education
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PVV Partij voor de Vrijheid (Freedom Party)
SGP Staatkundig Gereformeerde Partij (Reformed Political

Party)
UDHR Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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UN United Nations
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund
UPR Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review
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