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RED GLOBALIZATION

Was the Soviet Union a superpower? Red Globalization is a signiﬁcant
rereading of the Cold War as an economic struggle shaped by the
global economy. Oscar Sanchez-Sibony challenges the idea that
the Soviet Union represented a parallel socio-economic construct to
the liberal world economy. Instead, he shows that the Soviet Union,
a middle-income country more often than not at the mercy of global
economic forces, tracked the same path as other countries in the
world, moving from 1930s autarky to the globalizing processes of
the postwar period. Far from an economic force in the world, the
Soviets managed only to become dependent providers of energy to
the rich world, and second-best partners to the global South. In
examining the constraints and opportunities aﬀorded the Soviets
in their engagement of the capitalist world, Oscar Sanchez-Sibony
questions the very foundations of the Cold War narrative as a contest
between superpowers in a bipolar world.
os c a r s a n c h e z - si b o n y is Assistant Professor of World History
at the University of Macau, China, where he teaches courses on
Soviet history, the Cold War, and global capitalism.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04025-0 - Red Globalization: The Political Economy of the Soviet Cold War
from Stalin to Khrushchev
Oscar Sanchez-Sibony
Frontmatter
More information

new studies in european history
Edited by
peter baldwin, University of California, Los Angeles
christopher clark, University of Cambridge
james b. collins, Georgetown University
mia rodrı́guez-salgado, London School of Economics and
Political Science
lyndal roper, University of Oxford
timothy snyder, Yale University

The aim of this series in early modern and modern European history is to publish
outstanding works of research, addressed to important themes across a wide
geographical range, from southern and central Europe, to Scandinavia and Russia,
from the time of the Renaissance to the present. As it develops the series will
comprise focused works of wide contextual range and intellectual ambition.
A full list of titles published in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/newstudiesineuropeanhistory

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04025-0 - Red Globalization: The Political Economy of the Soviet Cold War
from Stalin to Khrushchev
Oscar Sanchez-Sibony
Frontmatter
More information

RED GLOBALIZATION
The Political Economy of the Soviet Cold War from
Stalin to Khrushchev

OSCAR SANCHEZ-SIBONY

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04025-0 - Red Globalization: The Political Economy of the Soviet Cold War
from Stalin to Khrushchev
Oscar Sanchez-Sibony
Frontmatter
More information

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom
Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107040250
© Oscar Sanchez-Sibony

2014

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.
First published 2014
Printed and bound in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Sanchez-Sibony, Oscar, 1977-author.
Red globalization : the political economy of the Soviet Cold War from Stalin to Khrushchev / Oscar
Sanchez-Sibony.
pages ; cm. – (New studies in European history)
isbn 978-1-107-04025-0 (Hardback)
1. Soviet Union–Foreign economic relations. 2. Foreign trade regulation–Soviet Union. 3. Cold
War–Economic aspects–Soviet Union. 4. Soviet Union–Economic conditions–1945–1955. 5. Soviet
Union–Economic conditions–1955–1965. I. Title. II. Series: New studies in European history.
hf3628.s26 2014
337.470090 045–dc23
2013035760
isbn 978-1-107-04025-0 Hardback
Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-04025-0 - Red Globalization: The Political Economy of the Soviet Cold War
from Stalin to Khrushchev
Oscar Sanchez-Sibony
Frontmatter
More information

This ﬁrst book I’ve written is dedicated to my parents.
No sequence of sentences, no short narrative can explicate their presence
in this book.
Because I am him they made, this book is also theirs.
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