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The city of Lewiston, Maine, has struggled since its mills began closing
in the 1950s. Historically recognized for its large French-speaking
population descended from the Canadians who staffed the city’s mills,
in the new millennium Lewiston acquired a new identity as “Maine’s
Mogadishu.” Beginning in 2001, substantial Somali immigrant settle-
ment gave Lewiston the largest per capita Somali population in the
United States and sparked controversies and collaborations that rede-
fined the city.

In Strangers and Neighbors, Andrea M. Voyer shares five years of
observations in the city of Lewiston. She shows how longtime city
residents and immigrant newcomers worked to develop an inclusive
and caring community in which they could all take part. Yet the sense
of community developed in Lewiston was built on the appreciation
of diversity in the abstract rather than on fostering close and caring
relationships across the boundaries of class, race, culture, and reli-
gion. Through her sensitive depictions of the experiences of Somalis,
Lewiston city leadership, anti-racism activists, and even self-described
racists, Voyer reveals both the promise of and the obstacles to achieving
community in the face of diversity.

Andrea M. Voyer (Ph.D., University of Wisconsin, Madison) is Assistant
Professor of Sociology at Pace University.
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The processes of social life, the “how” of everyday interaction and
negotiation, the organization of humans into effective working
units, the development of specific capacities and powers to move
the world, are formed by meaning.

Reed 2011

In every community there are conventional understandings concern-
ing the divisions of mankind, and there are customary procedures
governing their social interaction.

Shibutani and Kwan 1965
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