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There is a rich body of encyclopaedic writing from the two millennia

before the Enlightenment. This book sheds new light on this material.

It traces the development of traditions of knowledge-ordering which

stretched back to Pliny and Varro and others in the classical world.

It works with a broad concept of encyclopaedism, resisting the idea

that there was any clear pre-modern genre of the ‘encyclopaedia’, and

showing instead how the rhetoric and techniques of comprehensive

compilation left their mark on a surprising range of texts. In the process

it draws attention to both remarkable similarities and striking differ-

ences between conventions of encyclopaedic compilation in different

periods. The focus is primarily on European/Mediterranean culture.

The book covers classical, medieval (including Byzantine and Arabic)

and Renaissance culture in turn, and combines chapters which survey

whole periods with others focused closely on individual texts as case

studies.
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For the most part we have avoided abbreviations in footnotes, although some

classical chapters use standard abbreviations from L’Année Philologique, the

Greek-English Lexicon (LSJ) and the Oxford Latin Dictionary. Some of these

abbreviations are reproduced below for convenience, along with others which are

not listed in those sources.

Anth. Pal. Anthologia Palatina

BHG Bibliotheca hagiographica graeca

CE Constantinian Excerpts

C.Just. Justinianic Code

CPF Corpus dei papiri filosofici

CPG Geerard, M. (ed.) Clavis patrum graecorum

C. Theod. Theodosian Code

Dig. Justinian, Digest

DMB Dictionary of Ming Biography

EETS ES Early English Text Society, Extra Series

EETS OS Early English Text Society, Original Series

Encyclopaedia of Islam Brill’s Encyclopaedia of Islam (second edition: Bearman,

P. J. et al. (eds.) 1960–2005; third edition: Fleet, K. et al.

(eds.) 2007–)

ESAR Frank, T. (ed.) An Economic Survey of Ancient Rome

FGrHist Jacoby, F. (ed.) Die Fragmente der griechischen Historiker

FIRA Riccobono, S. et al. (eds.) Fontes iuris romani

anteiustiniani

K Kühn, K. G. (ed.) Opera omnia Claudii Galeni

K-A Kassel, R. and Austin, C. (eds.) Poetae Comici Graeci

LSJ H. G. Liddell and R. Scott et al. A Greek-English Lexicon

(9th edition, with supplement)

New Pauly Cancik, H., Schneider, H. and Landfester, M. (eds.)

Brill’s New Pauly: Encyclopaedia of the Ancient World

Page Page, D. L. (ed.) Poetae Melici Graeci

Pfeiffer Pfeiffer, R. (ed.) Callimachus

PG Migne, J.-P. (ed.) Patrologia Graeca

PLP Trapp, E. et al. (eds.) Prosopographisches Lexikon der

Palaiologenzeit

P.Oxy. Papyri Oxyrhynchi
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and History of Art at Koç University, Istanbul. He has published extensively

on the political, cultural and social history of Byzantium.

andy merrills is Senior Lecturer in Ancient History at the University of

Leicester. His research focuses on ancient and medieval geography and on

late antique North Africa. His publications include History and Geography

in Late Antiquity (2005) and The Vandals (2010) (with Richard Miles).

teresa morgan is Fellow and Tutor in Ancient History at Oriel College,

Oxford, and the author of Literate Education in the Hellenistic and Roman

Worlds (1998) and Popular Morality in the Early Roman Empire (2007). Her

research interests include theoretical historiography, gender studies, ethics,

New Testament theology and early church history.

www.cambridge.org/9781107038233
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03823-3 — Encyclopaedism from Antiquity to the Renaissance
Edited by Jason König , Greg Woolf
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Notes on contributors xiii

elias muhanna is Assistant Professor of Comparative Literature at Brown

University, where he teaches courses on classical Arabic literature and Islamic

intellectual history. He earned his doctoral degree in Near Eastern languages

and civilisations from Harvard University in 2012, and is currently com-

pleting a book on the encyclopaedic production of the Mamluk empire

(1250–1517).

andrás németh András Németh is a curator of Greek manuscripts at

the Vatican Apostolic Library. Before moving to that post he was a research

scholar at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science (Berlin). His

research interests focus on the cultural history of tenth-century Byzantium

and the reception of Greek manuscripts in Renaissance libraries.

katerina oikonomopoulou is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow for the

programme ‘Medicine of the Mind, Philosophy of the Body: Discourses of

Health and Well-Being in the Ancient World’ at the Humboldt-Universität

zu Berlin. She is co-editor, with Frieda Klotz, of The Philosopher’s Banquet:

Plutarch’s Table Talk in the Intellectual Culture of the Roman Empire (2011).

claire preston is Reader in Renaissance Studies at Queen Mary,

University of London. Her recent books include Thomas Browne and Writ-

ing of Early-Modern Science (2005), Bee (2006), and Sir Thomas Browne:

The World Proposed, co-edited with Reid Barbour (2008); she is the general

editor of The Complete Works of Sir Thomas Browne (forthcoming). She has

received Guggenheim, British Academy and AHRC research awards, and

the Rose Mary Crawshay Prize from the British Academy (2005).

neil rhodes is Professor of English Literature and Cultural History at

the University of St Andrews and Visiting Professor at the University of

Granada. He is co-General Editor of the Modern Humanities Research Asso-

ciation Tudor and Stuart Translations and his publications include English

Renaissance Translation Theory (2013), Shakespeare and the Origins of English

(2004) and, with Jonathan Sawday, The Renaissance Computer: Knowledge

Technology in the First Age of Print (2000).

william n. west is Associate Professor of English, Classics, and Compar-

ative Literary Studies at Northwestern University. His publications include

Theatres and Encyclopedias in Early Modern Europe (2002). Current projects

include a book on understanding and confusion in the Elizabethan theatres,

and work on Poliziano’s philological inhumanism.

www.cambridge.org/9781107038233
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03823-3 — Encyclopaedism from Antiquity to the Renaissance
Edited by Jason König , Greg Woolf
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xiv Notes on contributors

greg woolf is Professor of Ancient History at the University of St Andrews.

His books include Becoming Roman: The Origins of Provincial Civilization in

Gaul (1998); Et tu Brute: The Murder of Julius Caesar and Political Assassina-

tion (2006); Tales of the Barbarians: Ethnography and Empire in the Roman

West (2011); and Rome: An Empire’s Story (2012). He has also edited volumes

on literacy, on the city of Rome and on Roman religion and has published

widely on ancient history and Roman archaeology.

harriet t. zurndorfer (PhD 1977 from the University of California,

Berkeley, in Chinese history) is an Affiliated Fellow of the Leiden Insti-

tute of Asian Studies in the Faculty of Humanities, Leiden University in

the Netherlands where she has worked since 1978. She is the author of

Change and Continuity in Chinese Local History (1989), China Bibliography:

A Research Guide to Reference Works about China Past and Present (1995;

paperback edition 1999), and founder as well as editor of the journal Nan
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Preface
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original conference and Katerina Oikonomopolou, who as well as con-

tributing to this volume has been our collaborator for the duration of the

project. Like so many of the encyclopaedic projects described in the pages

that follow, this one gathered momentum and scale as we learned more

and thought harder about the many questions raised on that first occasion.

Some of the contributors to this volume spoke at that conference; others

were recruited later. We are grateful to all for their hard work, and especially

for their willingness to read and comment on each others’ chapters. Spe-

cial thanks go to Will West for taking on a particularly large volume of that

work, and to our St Andrews colleague Christopher Smith for his comments

on chapter 2. We are grateful also to Michael Sharp and the anonymous

readers for Cambridge University Press, and to Gill Cloke for all her work

on copy-editing. Nearly all quotations from languages other than English

are translated, but we have occasionally included untranslated or partially

translated Latin quotations in footnotes where we feel that they will be

of particular interest to specialist readers. We have used the author-date

system in references throughout in accordance with Cambridge University

Press house style; some contributors have chosen in addition to include the

full titles and publication details of medieval and early modern editions in

footnotes for clarity. It was another St Andrews colleague Harry Hine who

advised us at the start to focus on encyclopaedism as a phenomenon, not

on chasing down encyclopaedias. It was good advice, and we are grateful to

him for that and for much else.
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