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Giulio Douhet is generally considered the world’s most important
air-power theorist and this book offers the first comprehensive account
of his air-power concepts. It ranges from 1884 when an air service was
first implemented within the Italian military to the outbreak of the
Second World War, and explores the evolution and dissemination of
Douhet’s ideas in an international context. It examines the impact of
the Libyan war, the First World War and the Ethiopian war on the
development of Italian air-power strategy. It also addresses the issue
of Douhet’s advocacy of strategic bombing, exploring why it was that
Douhet became an advocate of city bombing; the meaning and the
limits of his core concept of ‘command of the air’; and the mutual
impact of air-power, military and naval thought. It also takes into
account alternatives to Douhetism such as the theories developed by
Amedeo Mecozzi and others.
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approach to military history, examining war in all its military, strategic, polit-
ical and economic aspects. The series complements Studies in the Social and
Cultural History of Modern Warfare by focussing on the ‘hard’ military his-
tory of armies, tactics, strategy and warfare. Books in the series consist mainly
of single-author works — academically vigorous and groundbreaking — which
are accessible to both academics and the interested general reader.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at:

www.cambridge.org/militaryhistories

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107037946
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03794-6 - Bombing the People: Giulio Douhet and the Foundations
of Air-Power Strategy, 1884-1939

Thomas Hippler

Frontmatter

More information

Bombing the People

Giulio Douhet and the Foundations of
Air-Power Strategy, 1884—1939

Thomas Hippler

! CAMBRIDGE
) UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107037946
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03794-6 - Bombing the People: Giulio Douhet and the Foundations
of Air-Power Strategy, 1884-1939

Thomas Hippler

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS
University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107037946

© Thomas Hippler 2013

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2013
Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Hippler, Thomas, 1972—
Bombing the people : Giulio Douhet and the foundations of air-power strategy,
1884-1939 / Thomas Hippler.

pages cm — (Cambridge military histories)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-03794-6 (hbk.)
1. Douhet, Giulio, 1869-1930. 2. Air power — History — 20th century. 3. Bombing,
Aerial — History — 20th century. 4. Italy. Esercito — Biography. 5. Generals —
Italy — Biography. I. Title. II. Title: Giulio Douhet and the foundations of air
power strategy, 1884-1939.
UG625.H55 2013
358.4'14—-dc23 2013013491

ISBN 978-1-107-03794-6 hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107037946
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03794-6 - Bombing the People: Giulio Douhet and the Foundations
of Air-Power Strategy, 1884-1939

Thomas Hippler

Frontmatter
More information
Contents
Acknowledgements page vi
Introduction 1
Partl Douhet’s strategic thought 25
1 The early Douhet 27
2 History or technology? 50
3 From pacifism to indiscriminate bombing 84
4 The command of the air 115
PartII Douhetism under discussion 149
5 Air power and the strategic context 151
6 Alternatives to Douhetism 182
7 Amedeo Mecozzi, the ‘anti-Douhet’ 217
Epilogue 249
Bibliography 260
Index 281
v

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107037946
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03794-6 - Bombing the People: Giulio Douhet and the Foundations
of Air-Power Strategy, 1884-1939

Thomas Hippler

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

Writing this book would have been impossible without the experi-
ence of the stimulating atmosphere of the Changing Character of War
Programme at Oxford University, its weekly seminars, its conferences
and workshops and, perhaps most importantly, the innumerable dis-
cussions with colleagues. My warmest thanks to Hew Strachan for his
kindness and confidence, and his constant help, advice and encour-
agement. I would like to express my gratitude to Adam Roberts, Uwe
Steinhoff, Alexandra Gheciu, Audrey Curth Cronin, Sibylle Scheipers,
James Corum, Patricia Owens, David Rodin and Henry Shue, Robert
Johnson and Jonathan Bailey, as well as to the Oxford University
Strategic Studies Group.

The Leverhulme Trust provided the first necessary funding, before
the German Research Foundation (DFG) generously funded me as an
Emmy Noether scholar.

My research conducted in the library and archives of the Ufficio
Storico dell’Aeronautica Militare in Rome greatly profited from the
help and advice provided by its staff. The production of this text would
have been impossible without the invaluable help provided by Elizabeth
Stone, and Robert Whitelock, who copy-edited the manuscript and
helped produce a readable text. Vanda Wilcox translated the Italian
quotations into English and provided very helpful advice on many
occasions.

Many thanks to Germinal Pinalie, Nicola Marcucci, Jérémie Barthas,
Roberto Nigro, Axel Berger, Adila Benedjai-Zou, Jérome Vidal, Héléne
Quiniou, la plus sublime des hystériques, and Klaus, Petra and Annika
Hippler. This book is dedicated to my brother Benjamin.

vi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107037946
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107037946: 


