
Colonial Relations

Colonial Relations offers a study of the lived history of nineteenth-century
British imperialism through the lives of one extended family in North
America, the Caribbean, and the United Kingdom. The prominent
colonial governor James Douglas was born in 1803 in what is now
Guyana, probably to a free woman of color and an itinerant Scottish
father. While working in the North American fur trade, he married
Amelia Connolly, the daughter of a Cree mother and an Irish-Canadian
father. Adele Perry traces their family and friends over the course of the
“long” nineteenth century, using careful archival research to offer an
analysis of the imperial world that is at once intimate and critical, wide
ranging and sharply focused. Perry engages feminist scholarship on
gender and intimacy, critical analyses of colonial archives, transnational
and postcolonial history, and the “new imperial history” to suggest how
this period might be rethought through the experiences of one powerful
family located at the British Empire’s margins.

adele perr y is Professor of History and Senior Fellow, St. John’s
College at the University of Manitoba.
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Critical Perspectives on Empire is a major series of ambitious, cross-disciplinary
works in the emerging field of critical imperial studies. Books in the series explore
the connections, exchanges, and mediations at the heart of national and global
histories, the contributions of local as well as metropolitan knowledge, and the
flows of people, ideas, and identities facilitated by colonial contact. To that end,
the series not only offers a space for outstanding scholars working at the inter-
section of several disciplines to bring to wider attention the impact of their work;
it also takes a leading role in reconfiguring contemporary historical and critical
knowledge, of the past and of ourselves.

A full list of titles published in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/cpempire
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