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From the origins of writing to today’s computer-mediated communication,
material technologies shape how we read and write, how we construe and
share knowledge, and ultimately how we understand ourselves in relation
to the world. But communication technologies are themselves designed in
particular social and cultural contexts and their use is adapted in creative ways
by individuals. In this book, Richard Kern explores how technology matters to
language and the ways in which we use it. Kern reveals how material, social,
and individual resources interact in the design of textual meaning, and how that
interaction plays out across contexts of communication, different situations of
technological mediation, and different moments in time. Showing how people
have adapted visual forms to various media as well as to social needs, this
study culminates in five fundamental principles to guide language and literacy
education in a period of rapid technological and social change.
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and communication. This book, then, is partly a distillation of my empirical
explorations of computer-mediated communication in educational contexts, but
it is informed by a very broad historical context, which hopefully will bring
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range of ideas with me, and I am particularly grateful to Adam Parrish, Alice
Tsui, Chris Skok, Carlton Fong, John Chipman, and Katie Krotz for informing
me about ways that language and technology interact that I had never thought
about. Jerrold Cooper, Niek Veldhuis, and Laurie Pearce were invaluable guides
as I explored cuneiform writing. Lihua Zhang helped me with Chinese, Junghee

X

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107036482
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03648-2 - Language, Literacy, and Technology
Richard Kern

Frontmatter

More information

Preface and acknowledgments xi

Park with Korean, Raghda Abouelnaga with Arabic, Carolyn Fuchs with Ger-
man, Hepsi Sunkari with Telugu, and Wakae Kambara, Chika Shibahara, and
Noriko Komatsu Wallace helped with Japanese.

I am very appreciative of the support offered by the French Department at
Berkeley, which granted me a sabbatical in 2005-2006 to do research on the
historical dimensions of the project. The Berkeley Language Center, with its
fellows, lecture series, and reading groups, has been an invaluable source of
inspiration. Claire Kramsch, the BLC’s founding director, has had an espe-
cially profound influence on this book, and I am very grateful for her steady
encouragement throughout the long writing process.

The writing itself benefited immensely from the advice of David Emblidge,
who commented extensively on every chapter. Liz Boner, Emily Dutch-Linares,
Louise Erickson, Billy Heidenfeldt, Claire Kramsch, David Malinowski, Mark
Nelson, Youki Terada, Kimberly Vinall, and Paige Ware all offered valuable
feedback at various stages of the writing. Olivia Kern proposed the original
concept for the cover, and Stefan Gutermuth created the actual design. Chris
Ansell, Usree Bhattacharya, Erik Born, Christine Develotte, Jonathan Haddad,
Gary Holland, Mark Kaiser, Maria Kern, Christos Papadimitriou, Jeff Peter-
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thankful.
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Finally, I am deeply thankful for the support, encouragement, and especially
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but are nevertheless happy to see this project come to a close.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107036482
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-03648-2 - Language, Literacy, and Technology
Richard Kern

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107036482
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107036482: 


