
Catholicism and the Great War

This transnational comparative history of Catholic everyday religion in
Germany and Austria-Hungary during the Great War transforms our
understanding of the war’s cultural legacy. Challenging master narra-
tives of secularization and modernism, Houlihan reveals that Catholics
from the losing powers had personal and collective religious experi-
ences that revise the decline-and-fall stories of Church and state during
wartime. Focusing on private theologies and lived religion, Houlihan
explores how believers adjusted to industrial warfare. Giving voice to
previously marginalized historical actors, including soldiers and women
and children on the homefront, he creates a family history of Catholic
religion, supplementing studies of the clergy and bishops. His find-
ings shed new light on the diversity of faith in this period and how
specifically Catholic forms of belief and practice enabled people from
the losing powers to cope with the war much more successfully than
previous cultural histories have led us to believe.
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Robert Wohl, University of California, Los Angeles

In recent years the field of modern history has been enriched by the exploration of
two parallel histories. These are the social and cultural history of armed conflict,
and the impact of military events on social and cultural history.

Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare presents the fruits of
this growing area of research, reflecting both the colonization of military history
by cultural historians and the reciprocal interest of military historians in social
and cultural history, to the benefit of both. The series offers the latest scholarship
in European and non-European events from the 1850s to the present day.

This is book 42 in the series, and a full list of titles in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/modernwarfare

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03514-0 - Catholicism and the Great War: Religion and Everyday
Life in Germany and Austria-Hungary, 1914–1922
Patrick J. Houlihan
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107035140
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Catholicism and the Great War
Religion and Everyday Life in Germany and
Austria-Hungary, 1914–1922

Patrick J. Houlihan
University of Chicago

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03514-0 - Catholicism and the Great War: Religion and Everyday
Life in Germany and Austria-Hungary, 1914–1922
Patrick J. Houlihan
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107035140
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107035140

C© Patrick J. Houlihan 2015

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the
provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part
may take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2015

Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Houlihan, Patrick J., 1980–
Catholicism and the Great War : religion and everyday life in Germany and
Austria-Hungary, 1914–1922 / Patrick J. Houlihan, University of Chicago.

pages cm. – (Studies in the social and cultural history of modern warfare ; 41)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-03514-0 (alk. paper)
1. Catholic Church – Germany – History – 20th century. 2. Catholic Church –
Austria – History – 20th century. 3. Catholic Church – Hungary – History –
20th century. I. Title.
BX1536.H68 2015
282′.4309041 – dc23 2015003499

ISBN 978-1-107-03514-0 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03514-0 - Catholicism and the Great War: Religion and Everyday
Life in Germany and Austria-Hungary, 1914–1922
Patrick J. Houlihan
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107035140
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


To Bettina, Elisabeth, and Alexander

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03514-0 - Catholicism and the Great War: Religion and Everyday
Life in Germany and Austria-Hungary, 1914–1922
Patrick J. Houlihan
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107035140
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


“If war is an act of force, the emotions cannot fail to be involved.”
– Karl von Clausewitz, On War, translated and edited
by Michael Howard and Peter Paret (Princeton, NJ:

Princeton University Press, 1976 [1832]), 76

“The war is being conducted not only with guns and cannons
but also with weapons of piety and prayer.”

– Sven Hedin, Ein Volk in Waffen (Leipzig: F. A.
Brockhaus, 1915), 461
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