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Preface

This collection of essays is the result of a program of workshops and occasional
lectures that took place at Oxford University between 2009 and 2012 under the same
title as the book: Social and Political Foundations of Constitutions. The program
was sponsored jointly by the Foundation for Law Justice and Society (FLJS) and the
Centre for Socio-Legal Studies (CSLS). The aim of the program was to gain a bet-
ter understanding of constitutions as social phenomena and their interaction with
other social phenomena. The approach we adopted, as reflected in the volume, is to
combine theoretical analysis of constitutions generally with case studies of selected
constitutions. The result is a set of essays on constitutions drawing on the varied
perspectives of the social sciences. All but one of the chapters were presented and
discussed at Oxford.

Neither the program nor the volume would have been possible without the sup-
port of the two sponsoring institutions, the FLJS and the CSLS. On this occasion,
the FLJS has been the senior partner in providing support for the program. It funded
the entire program, including the cost of mounting the workshops and lectures, and
assumed responsibility for their organization and administration. Accordingly, we
wish to acknowledge the contribution of the FLJS, and in particular its chairman,
John W. Adams, and the board of trustees. The CSLS, a research institute of Oxford
University dedicated to conducting research into law in society, enthusiastically sup-
ported the program and encouraged participation by many of its research staff and
students.

The FLJS is an independent institution affiliated with the CSLS. It was founded
in 2005 by John Adams and one of the editors, Denis J. Galligan, to provide a forum
for discussion of the role of law in society, a forum in which the academic world
could meet practitioners and professionals, where each would have occasion to
learn from the other. We wanted to make the fruits of academic research relating to
law in society more accessible to practitioners and professionals, whether lawyers,
government, business, or the institutions of civil and international society, while at
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the same time learning from them. In publishing this collection of studies, we are
confident of having achieved our purpose, for it will challenge and provoke the
community of scholars, while offering much by way of guidance to those engaged
in the practical tasks of creating constitutions or making them work. On behalf of
all the authors, the editors wish to acknowledge with appreciation and gratitude
the outstanding and unstinting support of the FLJS, its president, and the board of
trustees.

We wish to thank members of the FLJS, Judy Niner and Jessica Hamilton, who
organized the events, arranged travel and accommodation, and dealt with all other
matters incidental to an international program of this kind. Communications, pub-
lications, and the Web site were skilfully managed by Phil Dines, communications
officer at the FLJS, the quality of whose work can be seen on, and more informa-
tion about the program obtained from, the excellently constructed Web site: http://
www.fljs.org. Dr. Tanya Baldwin, CSLS administrator and a specialist in English
language and literature, exercised fine judgment in ensuring each essay meets the
exacting standards of English prose, for which we offer our warm thanks. Binesh
Hass, one of the contributors, is to be thanked for providing editorial expertise at an
early stage of the program. We also thank Trevor Moore, JD student at the University
of Virginia School of Law, for providing editorial assistance. The Faculty of Law of
Oxford University kindly provided funds to help with editing, which was vital to
ensuring the quality of the essays.

We wish to thank our contributors who traveled to Oxford from far and wide to
take part in the program for the time and energy spent producing studies of high
quality. We also thank the editors of the series, Professors Tom Ginsburg, Zachary
Elkins, and Ran Hirschl, for accepting the volume for inclusion. Finally, we express
our appreciation to Cambridge University Press, New York, and to John Berger, our
editor, with whom it has been a pleasure to work.
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