
African Politics in Comparative Perspective, Second Edition

This revised and expanded second edition of African Politics in Com-
parative Perspective reviews fifty years of research on politics in Africa
and addresses some issues in a new light, keeping in mind the changes
in Africa since the first edition was written in 2004. The book synthe-
sizes insights from different scholarly approaches and offers an original
interpretation of the knowledge accumulated in the field. Goran Hyden
discusses how research on African politics relates to the study of poli-
tics in other regions and mainstream theories in comparative politics. It
focuses on such key aspects of the African reality as the supremacy of
politics, the problematic nature of the state, the prevalence of an econ-
omy of affection, Big Man rule, and the existence of a policy paradox, as
well as four key political issues affecting development on the continent:
the agrarian question, the gender issue, the ethnic factor, and Africa’s
engagement with the rest of the world. It concludes by reviewing what
scholars agree upon and what the accumulated knowledge offers as
insights for more effective political and policy reforms. By offering
an intellectual history of comparative politics and the study of Africa,
this book goes beyond the usual textbook format and offers stimulat-
ing challenges for upper-level undergraduate and graduate students in
African and comparative politics as well as in development-oriented
courses in political science and related disciplines. It is also of great
relevance to governance and development analysts and to practitioners
in international organizations.

Goran Hyden is distinguished professor emeritus in the department of
political science at the University of Florida. His publications include
Governance and Politics in Africa (coedited with Michael Bratton,
1992), Agencies in Foreign Aid (coedited with Rwekaza Mukandala,
1997), Making Sense of Governance (coauthored with Julius Court and
Kenneth Mease, 2004), and Making the State Responsive (coedited with
John Samuel, 2011). He is a past president of the African Studies Asso-
ciation and has served as a consultant on African development to many
international agencies.
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addition to the second edition

This second edition has been revised in the light of political changes on the
continent and shifts in analyzing them. The new content also reflects feed-
back – oral as well as written – generated in response to the publication of the
first edition. I am grateful for the new insights that I have received. As with
the first edition, I am of course ultimately responsible for the content here.
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