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This book examines the circumstances surrounding SS-Obergruppenführer

Karl Wolff’s escape from prosecution for war crimes in 1945. Wolff

avoided prosecution because of his role in “Operation Sunrise,” negotia-

tions conducted by high-ranking U.S., Swiss, and British officials – in

violation of the Casablanca agreements with the Soviet Union – for the

surrender ofGerman forces in Italy that enabled theAnglo-American forces

to take Trieste. After 1945, Allied officials, Allen Dulles among them, in a

move that later helped him ascend to the head of the CIA, shielded Wolff

from prosecution to maintain secrecy about the negotiations. “Operation

Sunrise” thus relates to the early origins of the ColdWar in Europe and had

wide-ranging implications, even in the field of justice: New evidence sug-

gests that the Western Allies not only failed to ensure cooperation between

their respective national war crimes prosecution organizations, but in

certain cases even obstructed justice by withholding evidence from the

prosecution.

Kerstin von Lingen is Research Group Leader and Lecturer in the Cluster

of Excellence “Asia and Europe in a Global Context” and the Department

of Contemporary History at Heidelberg University, Germany. She is the

author of Kesselring’s Last Battle: War Crimes Trials and Cold War

Politics, 1945–1960 (2009, translated from German by Alexandra

Klemm). Professor von Lingen has testified in court as an expert witness

in recent war crimes trials concerning NaziWar crimes committed in Italy

during World War II.
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European southern front started on March 8, 1945, in an effort to end the

war as quickly as possible. However, the agreement could not go into force

until nine weeks later, on May 2, 1945, thus wiping out, as it were, the

positive effect that had originally been intended by ending the war early.

The guns did not fall silent on the southern front until weeks after the Allies

began their spring offensive onMarch 20, 1945, with a heavy death toll on

both sides. This book is dedicated to all of those individuals for whom

Operation Sunrise came too late.

Heidelberg, September 2012
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