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tions. The importance of the monastic movement in the Persian Empire,
during the time of the composition and redaction of the Babylonian
Talmud, fostered a literary connection between the two religious pop-
ulations. The shared literary elements in the literatures of these two
elite religious communities shed new light on the surprisingly inclusive
nature of the Talmudic corpora and on the nonpolemical nature of elite
Jewish-Christian literary relations in late antique Persia.
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