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This examination of the role played by the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) in advancing indigen-
ous peoples’ self-determination comes at a time when the quintessentially
Eurocentric nature of international law has been significantly challenged
by the increasing participation of indigenous peoples on the international
legal scene. Even though the language of human rights discourse has
historically contributed to delegitimizing the rights of indigenous peoples
to their lands and cultures, this same language is now upheld by indi-
genous peoples in their ongoing struggles against the assimilation and
eradication of their cultures. By demanding that the human rights and
freedoms contained in various UN human rights instruments be now
extended to indigenous peoples and communities, indigenous peoples
are playing a key role in making international law more “humanizing”
and less subject to state priorities.

ELVIRA PULITANO is an associate professor in the Ethnic Studies
Department at California Polytechnic State University (Cal Poly, San
Luis Obispo). Her research and teaching interests include indigenous
studies, African diaspora literatures, Caribbean studies, theories of race
and ethnicity, migration, diaspora and human rights discourse.
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This book is dedicated to the resurgence and
flourishing of indigenous peoples around the world,
whose vision and strength continue to enrich us all.
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